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Sisoes the Great/ Sunday July 19th

This Saint, great and renowned among the ascetics of Egypt,
lived in the fourth century in Scete of Nitria. After the death of Saint
Anthony the Great, he left Scete to live in Saint Anthony's cave; he
said of this, "Thus in the cave of a lion, a fox makes his dwelling."
When Sisoës was at the end of his long life of labours, as the Fathers
were gathered about him, his face began to shine, and he said,
"Behold, Abba Anthony is come"; then, "Behold, the choir of the
Prophets is come"; his face shone yet more bright, and he said,
"Behold, the choir of the Apostles is come." The light of his
countenance increased, and he seemed to be talking with someone.
The Fathers asked him of this; in his humility, he said he was asking
the Angels for time to repent. Finally his face became as bright as the
sun, so that the Fathers were filled with fear. He said, "Behold, the
Lord is come, and He says, 'Bring Me the vessel of the desert,'" and as
he gave up his soul into the hands of God, there was as it were a flash of lightning, and the whole
dwelling was filled with a sweet fragrance.

Apolytikion First Tone Thou didst prove to be a citizen of the desert, an angel in the flesh, and a
wonderworker, O Sisoes, our God-bearing Father. By fasting, vigil, and prayer thou didst obtain
heavenly gifts, and thou healest the sick and the souls of them that have recourse to thee with faith.
Glory to Him that hath given thee strength. Glory to Him that hath crowned thee. Glory to Him that
worketh healings for all through thee.
Kontakion Fourth Tone In thy struggles, thou wast as an earthly Angel, shining light upon the
minds of all the faithful ceaselessly with thy divine signs; and for this cause, righteous Siso?s, we
honour thee faithfully.

NEED TO LIGHT A CANDLE

In Blessed Memory of your Loved Ones, or for the continued good health of a member
of your family… Please call the office @650-991-2234 and we will do that for you Or
you can send it by mail office@stgeorgesf.org. or through our website stgeorgesf.org
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ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
1617 SOUTHGATE AVE
DALY CITY, CA 94015

***********************************************************************************************

BREAD ALTAR OFFERING: The Holy Bread Altar Offerings

(Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the holy Sanctify of
the divine Liturgy:

The St. George Parish Family is deeply saddened by the passing
into eternal life the Servant of God our Brother in Christ ISSA
SALEEM AYYOUB. May His Blessed Memory Be Eternal.
******************************************************************

St. Athanasius of Mt Athos

Saint Athanasius had Trebizond for
his homeland. He first entered the
monastic life on the mountain
called Kymaeos or Kyminas, which
is in Mysia of Bithynia, then he
went to Mount Athos and founded
a large monastery, which is known
as the Great Lavra. He became so
renowned for his virtue that
from Rome, Calabria, Georgia, and elsewhere, rulers,
men of wealth and nobility, abbots, and even bishops
came to him and were subject to him.
When the time for his departure was at hand, God re‐
vealed to him how it would take place, so that he was
able to instruct his spiritual children not to be troubled
when it should come to pass. A new church was being
built for the sake of the many who came to him, and only
the dome had not been finished. Together with six of the
brethren, the Saint went to the top of the church to help
the workmen. The dome collapsed, and they fell. Five
were killed at once, and the Saint died three hours later.
His holy body remained incorrupt and he worked many
miracles after his death. He reposed about the end of the
tenth century.
Troparion Third Tone
The Angels' ranks were awed by thy life in the flesh, how,
though corporeal, and clad with earthly clay, thou didst set
forth with courage to invisible wars and wrestlings and didst
boldly smite the hordes of the demons with mortal wounds.
Wherefore, Christ rewarded thee with abundant gifts in
return. Entreat Him that our souls find salvation, O most
renowned Father Athanasius.

Last Sunday’s Shawerma Day Was A
Great Success!
Our Gratitude to our
St. George’s Ladies Auxiliary
frontline Heroes for their
dedication and all their hard work

A Big Thank you to all our community
Without Your Support & Encouragement,
Our Success Wouldn't Have Been Possible

May God Bless You all & Your Families
Looking Forward For Our Next

KABAB LUNCHEON
Sunday July 26th, 2020
See More details on Page 4

ICONS AVAILABLE FOR DONATIONS
Rectangular Icons
AVAILABLE INSIDE THE ALTAR AREA
- St. Athanasius
- St. Kirill
- St. Sophronius
- St. Prophyrios
- St. Aghnatios
- St. Irenaeus
- St. Moses (Ethiopian)
- St. Spyridon
- St. Gregoious Palamas
- St. Nektarios

$7,500 س-,+)*)(& آ%$#"ا
$7,500
&1%0,/ &%$#"ا
$7,500 س-,*و03-2 &%$#"ا
$7,500 س-%0,3و05 &%$#"ا
$7,500. س-,8)76& آ%$#"ا
$7,500 س-,7%0%& إ%$#"ا
$7,500. ?>=<"; ا+-:
$7,500 ون$%0,=+& إ%$#"ا
$7,500 )س:C)5 س-%ر-A%06
$7,500 س-%)رED* &%$#"ا

CIRCULAR ICONS
AVAILABLE INSDIE THE ALTAR
- Prophet Amos
- Prophet David
- Prophet Daniel
- Prophet Yashua
- Prophet Habakkuk
- Prophet Micah
- Prophet Jerimiah

$3,000
$3,000
$3,000
$3,000
$3,000.
$3,000.
$3,000

س-:)F ?=7"ا
=? داوود7"ا
H,,*=? دا7"ا
JI-% ?=7"ا
ق-#=K ?=7"ا
)D,: ?=7"ا
)%):ا0,M ?=7"ا

CIRCULAR ICONS IN THE CHURCH
ABOVE THE WINDOWS
- St. Simion the Stylite
- St. Longenious

$3,000 دي-:)O")ن اON+
$3,000 س-,Q,76-" &%$#"ا

- St. Mary Magedalene SOLD OUT $3,000

T,"$SR)ري ا:

- St. Fotini
$3,000
?7,8-3 TQ%$#"ا
- St. Paraskevi
$3,000 ?U,D+)را5 TQ%$#"ا
- St. Olga
$3,000
)A" اوTQ%$#"ا
- St. Irene
$3,000
?7%0% إTQ%$#"ا
- St. Anastasia
$3,000 ),+)WQ* أTQ%$#"ا
- St. Sarah
SOLD OUT $3,000
)رة+ TQ%$#"ا
- The Veil & Two Angles Above the Middle Door
$5000
TDZYR واH%$7Rا

ICONS IN THE FOYER
- St. Makarina & Mattia
- St. Girasimos of Jordan
- St. Marina
- All Saints of Jordan
- Messenger of
Great Opinion
- St. Sava
- St. Elijah
- Bride Groom
- Aphram the Syrian
- St. Paisios of Athos
- St. George above
the door
SOLD OUT
- Forty Holy Martyrs

$5,000 )س,8):) و7%)ر/):
$5,000 ?*[وس ا\رد,+ا0,M
$5,000
)7%)ر:
$7,500
ردنC? اQ%$]
$10,000 [,_O"أي ا0"ك اY:
$5,000
)5)+ &%$#"ا
$5,000 ?=7") ا,1%& إ%$#"ا
$5,000.
a`"ا
$5,000
?*)%0Q"ام ا03أ
$5,000 س-,+)5 &%$#"ا
$10,000 س-,Mر-,M &%$#"ا
$15,000 ا$,eI dO5رcا

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Thou, O Lord, will preserve us: and keep us from this
generation. Save me, O Lord; for the godly man ceaseth.

Section from the Epistle of St. Pau l to the
Romans (12:6-14)
Ye Brethren: Having then gifts differing
according to the grace that is given to us,
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according
to the proportion of faith: Or ministry, let us
wait on our ministering; or he that teacheth,
on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with
diligence: he that showeth mercy, with
cheerfulness. Let love be without
dissimulation Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honor preferring one another; Not
slothful in business; fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in
tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
Distributing to the necessity of saints; given
to hospitality. Bless them which persecute
you: Bless, and curse not.
The Gospel: from st. Matthew (9 :1-8)
At that time: Jesus entered into a ship, and
passed over, and came into his own city.
And, behold, they brought to him a man sick
of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing
their faith said unto he sick of the palsy;
Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven
thee.
And, behold, certain of the scribes said
within themselves, This man blasphemeth.
And Jesus knowing their thoughts said,
Wherefore thing ye evil in your hearts?
For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be
forgiven thee, or to say, Arise, and walk?
But that ye may know that the Son of man
hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then
saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take
up thy bed, and go unto thy house.
But when the multitudes saw it, they
marveled, and glorified God, which has
given such power unto men.
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The Placing of the Honorable Robe of the
Most Holy Mother of God at Blachernae

The Placing of the Venerable Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos at Blachernae: During the reign
of the Byzantine Emperor Leo the Great (457-474), the brothers Galbius and Candidus, associates
of the emperor, set out from Constantinople to Palestine to venerate the holy places. In a small
settlement near Nazareth they stayed in the home of a certain old Jewish woman. In her house
they noticed a room where many lamps were lit, incense burned, and sick people were gathered.
When they asked her what the room contained, the pious woman did not want to give an answer
for a long time. After persistent requests, she said that she had a very precious sacred item: the
Robe of the Mother of God, which performed many miracles and healings. Before Her Dormition
the Most Holy Virgin bequeathed one of her garments to a pious Jewish maiden, an ancestor of
the old woman, instructing her to leave it to another virgin after her death. Thus, the Robe of the
Mother of God was preserved in this family from generation to generation.
The jewelled chest, containing the sacred Robe, was transferred to Constantinople. Saint
Gennadius, Patriarch of Constantinople (August 31), and the emperor Leo, having learned of the
sacred treasure, were convinced of the incorrupt state of the holy Robe, and they certified its
authenticity. At Blachernae, near the seacoast, a new church in honor of the Mother of God was
constructed. On June 2, 458 Saint Gennadius transferred the sacred Robe into the Blachernae
church with appropriate solemnity, placing it within a new reliquary.

Afterwards, the maphorion (i.e., the outer robe) of the Mother of God, and part of Her belt were
also put into the reliquary with Her Robe. This circumstance also influenced the Orthodox
iconography of the Feast, in connecting the two events: the Placing of the Robe, and the Placing
of the Belt of the Mother of God in Blachernae. The Russian pilgrim Stephen of Novgorod,
visiting Constantinople in about the year 1350, testifies: “We arrived at Blachernae, where the
Robe lies upon an altar in a sealed reliquary.”
More than once, during the invasion of enemies, the Most Holy Theotokos saved the city to
which She had given Her holy Robe. Thus it happened during the time of a siege of
Constantinople by the Avars in 626, by the Persians in 677, and by the Arabs in the year 717.
Especially relevant for us are events of the year 860, intimately connected with the history of the
Russian Church.
On June 18, 860 the Russian fleet of Prince Askold, a force comprising more than 200 ships, laid
waste the coastal regions of the Black Sea and the Bosphorus, then entered into the Golden Horn
and threatened Constantinople. The Russian ships sailed within sight of the city, setting ashore
troops who “proceeded before the city, stretching forth their swords.” The emperor Michael III
(842-867), interrupted his campaign against the Arabs and returned to the capital. All night he
prayed prostrated upon the stone tiles of the church of the Mother of God at Blachernae. The holy
Patriarch Photius spoke to his flock, calling for tears of repentance to wash away sins, and to seek
the intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos with fervent prayer.
The danger grew with each passing hour. “The city was barely able to stand against a spear,” says
Patriarch Photius in another of his homilies. Under these conditions the decision was made to
save the church’s sacred objects, especially the holy Robe of the Mother of God, which was kept
in the Blachernae church, not far from the shore.
After serving an all-night Vigil, and taking it out from the Blachernae church, they carried the
sacred Robe of the Mother of God in a procession around the city walls. They dipped its edge into
the waters of the Bosphorus, and then they transported it to the center of Constantinople into the
church of Hagia Sophia. The Mother of God protected the city and quelled the fury of the Russian
warriors. An honorable truce was concluded, and Askold lifted the siege of Constantinople.
On June 25 the Russian army began to leave, taking with them a large tribute payment. A week
afterwards, on July 2, the wonderworking Robe of the Mother of God was solemnly returned to
its place in the reliquary of the Blachernae church. In remembrance of these events an annual
feastday of the Placing of the Robe of the Mother of God was established on July 2 by holy
Patriarch Photius.
Soon, in October-November of the year 860, a Russian delegation arrived in Constantinople to
conclude a treaty “in love and peace.” Some of the conditions of the peace treaty included articles
concerning the Baptism of Kievan Rus, the payment of an annual tribute by the Byzantines to the
Russians, permission for them to serve with the Byzantine army, an agreement to trade in the
territory of the Empire (primarily in Constantinople), and to send a diplomatic mission to
Byzantium.
Most important was the point about the Baptism of Rus. The continuator of the Byzantine
“Theophanes Chronicles” relates that “their delegation arrived in Constantinople with a request
for them to receive holy Baptism, which also was fulfilled.” An Orthodox mission was sent to
Kiev to fulfill this mutual wish of the Russians and the Greeks. Not very long before this (in 855)

Saint Cyril the Philosopher (February 14 and May 11) had created a Slavonic alphabet and
translated the Gospel. Saint Cyril was sent with his brother, Saint Methodius (April 6 and May
11), on a mission to Kiev with books translated into Slavonic. This was at the initiative of Saint
Photius, whose student Saint Cyril was. The brothers spent the winter of 860/861 at Cherson, and
in the spring of 861 they were at the River Dniepr, with Prince Askold.
Prince Askold was faced with a difficult choice, just as holy Prince Vladimir faced: both the Jews
on the one hand, and the Moslems on the other, wanted him to accept their faith. But under the
influence of Saint Cyril, the prince chose Orthodoxy. At the end of the year 861, Saints Cyril and
Methodius returned to Constantinople and carried letters with them from Prince Askold to
Emperor Michael III. Askold thanked the emperor for sending him “such men, who showed by
both word and by example, that the Christian Faith is holy.” “Persuaded that this is the true
Faith,” Askold further wrote, “we bid them to baptize in the hope that we may also attain sanctity.
We are all friends of the Kingdom and prepared to be of service to you, as requested.”
Askold accepted holy Baptism with the name Nicholas, and many of his retinue were also
baptized. Directly from Constantinople, the capital of Orthodoxy, through the efforts of the holy
Apostles to the Slavs both the Slavonic divine services and the Slavonic written language arrived
in Rus.
Saint Photius appointed Metropolitan Michael to Kiev, and the Russian metropolitan district was
entered into the lists of dioceses of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Patriarch Photius in an
encyclical of the year 867 called the Baptism of the Bulgarians and the Russians as among the
chief accomplishments of his archpastoral service. “The Russians, who lifted their hand against
the Roman might,” he wrote, almost quoting literally from the missive of Askold, “have now
replaced the impious teaching which they held to formerly, with the pure and genuine Christian
Faith, and with love having established themselves in the array of our friends and subjects.” (The
Byzantines counted as “subjects” all accepting Baptism from Constantinople and entering into
military alliance with the Empire.) “The desire and zeal of faith has flared up within them to such
an extent, that they have accepted bishops and pastors, and they embrace Christian sanctity with
great zeal and fervor.”
The Feast of the Placing of the Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos in Blachernae also marks the
canonical establishment of the Russian Orthodox metropolitanate in Kiev. By the blessing of the
Mother of God and by the miracle from Her holy Robe not only was the deliverence of
Constantinople from the most terrible siege in all its history accomplished, but also the liberation
of the Russians from the darkness of pagan superstition to life eternal. Together with this, the year
860 brought recognition to Kievan Rus from Byzantium, and signified the emergence of the
young Russian realm into the arena of history.
The attempt of Prince Askold to renew the Christian evangelization begun by the holy Apostle
Andrew the First-Called, which he intended as a religious and state reform, ended unsuccessfully.
The time for the spread of Christianity in the Russian Land had not yet come. The adherents of
the old paganism were too strong, and the princely power was too weak. In the clash of Askold
with the pagan Oleg in 882 the Kievans betrayed their prince. Askold, lured into the camp of his
enemies for talks, received a martyr’s death at the hand of hired killers.
But the deed of Blessed Askold (the Ioakimov Chronicle calls him such) was not extinguished in
the Russian Church. Oleg the Sage, who killed Askold, occupied the Kiev princedom after him,
and called Kiev the “Mother of Russian Cities.”

The most ancient chronicles of Kiev preserved the grateful memory of the first Kievan Christian
prince: the church of the Prophet of God Elias, built by Askold and later mentioned in Igor’s
Treaty with the Greeks (in 944), is on the site where the present church of this name now stands,
and there is also the church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, built in the 950s by Saint Olga
over Askold’s grave.
The most important achievement of Askold, entering forever into the Church inheritance not only
of Rus, but of also all Orthodox Slavs, is the Slavonic Gospel and Slavonic services, translated by
Saints Cyril and Methodius. Their apostolic activity among the Slavs began in Kiev at the court
of Askold in 861, and continued afterwards in Moravia and Bulgaria. Following Blessed Askold,
in the words of the ancient Alphabetic Prayers, “the Slavonic tribe now soars in flight, all striving
toward Baptism.”
Several outstanding works of Byzantine Church hymnology and homiletics are connected with
the miracle of the Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos at Blachernae. There are two homilies of
Saint Photius, one of which he preached within days of the siege of Constantinople, and the other
soon after the departure of the Russian forces. Also associated with the campaign of Askold
against Constantinople is the composition of a remarkable “Akathist to the Most Holy
Theotokos,” which certain Church histories ascribe also to holy Patriarch Photius. This Akathist
forms an integral part of the services of Praise to the Most Holy Theotokos (i.e., the “Saturday of
the Akathist,” Fifth Saturday of Great Lent).
It is not only Byzantine sources that relate the events of the year 860, but also Russian historical
chronicles. Saint Nestor the Chronicler, stressing the significance of the Russian campaign
against Constantinople, notes that from this time “it was begun to be called the Russian Land.”
Certain of the chronicles, among them the Ioakimov and Nikonov, preserved accounts of the
Baptism of Prince Askold and Kievan Rus after the campaign against Constantinople. The
popular commemoration of this event is firmly associated with the names of the Kievan princes
Askold and Dir, although in the opinion of historians, Dir was prince of Kiev somewhat earlier
than Askold.
The veneration of the feast of the Placing of the Robe was long known in the Russian Church.
Saint Andrew Bogoliubsky (July 4) built a church in honor of this feastday in the city of Vladimir
at the Golden Gates. At the end of the fourteenth century, part of the Robe of the Mother of God
was transferred from Constantinople to Rus by Saint Dionysius, Archbishop of Suzdal (June 26).
The holy Robe of the Mother of God, which previously saved Constantinople, later saved
Moscow from hostilities. Tatars of the Horde of the princeling Mazovshi approached the walls of
Moscow in the summer of 1451. Saint Jonah, Metropolitan of Moscow, with constant prayer and
church services, encouraged the defenders of the capital. On the night of July 2, the Chronicle
relates, great confusion occurred within the Tatar camp. The enemy abandoned their plundered
goods and speedily departed in disarray. In memory of the miraculous deliverance of Moscow,
Saint Jonah built the church of the Placing of the Robe in the Kremlin, making it his primary
church. It burned, but in its place in the years 1484-1486 a new church, also dedicated to the
Feast of the Placing of the Robe of the Mother of God, was built thirty years later. This temple,
standing at present, continued to serve as the primary church of Russian metropolitans and
patriarchs until the cathedral of the Twelve Apostles was built under Patriarch Nikon.
!

