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The Prodigal Son Sunday احد اﻹبن الضال
Holy and Righteous Simeon the God-receiver and Anna the Prophetess القد س الشيخ سمعان القا ل اﻹله والن ة حنة
Tone 2

Eothina 2

Epistle Corinthians. (6:12-20)

Gospel

Luke ( 15: 11-32 )

It is with great joy to announce that our beloved
His Eminence Archbishop of America

Elpidophoros
will once again preside on Great Vesper Service
at Our St George Cathedral

Wednesday 2/12/2020
Vespers @ 5:00 p.m.
Dinner @ 6:00 p.m.

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
The Sunday after the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the
Sunday of the Prodigal Son. This parable of God’s forgiveness calls us to
“come to ourselves” as did the prodigal son, to see ourselves as being “in
a far country” far from the Father’s house, and to make the journey of
return to God. We are given every assurance by the Master that our
heavenly Father will receive us with joy and gladness. We must only
“arise and go,” confessing our self-inflicted and sinful separation from
that “home” where we truly belong (Luke 15:11-24).
After the Polyeleion at Matins, we first hear the lenten hymn “By the
Waters of Babylon.” It will be sung for the next two Sundays before Lent
begins, and it serves to reinforce the theme of exile in today’s Gospel.
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@5:00 PM
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Children 12 years old & Under $30
For Your Tickets Please Call Susie 650-490-0226
Sponsored by St George Orthodox Cathedral

St. George Orthodox Cathedral
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Daly City, CA 94015
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Bread Alter Offering: The Holy Bread Alter RIGHTEOUS SIMEON THE GOD-RECEIVER
Offerings (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially (BOGOPRIIMETS) Commemorated on February 3
offered for the Holy Sanctify of The Divine Liturgy :
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving
the continued good health of BETTY AGRA.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving
the continued good health of IBRAHIM HADDAD.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving
the continued good health of JIHAN ARANKI.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving
the continued good health of HALA SALFITI.

to God for
to God for
to God for
to God for

Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad
Alter Boys: Head of Alter Boys: Michael Batshon
St. George Orthodox Cathedral
Annual CRAB FEED

Sunday, February 16th, 2020 @5:00 PM
Adults $50 Children 12 Years old & Under $30
For Your Tickets Please Call
Susie 650-490-0226
The holy Evangelist
relates
further:
"Here also was Anna
the
Prophetess,
daughter of Phanuel
from the tribe of
Aser, having reached
extreme old age,
having lived with her
husband for seven
years, she was a
widow for eightyfour years, who went
not out from the
temple, serving God
both day and night
by
fasting
and
prayer. And she
having approached
at this time, glorified
the
Lord
and
prophesied about Him to all awaiting deliverance at
Jerusalem" (Lk 2: 36-38).
About the righteous and holy Simeon the God-Receiver is
known that he died in extreme old age. In the VI Century his
holy relics were transferred to Constantinople. In the year
1200 his grave was seen by the Russian pilgrim Saint Antonii,
future archbishop of Novgorod (1212-1220. +1232, Comm. 8
October).

Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver (Bogopriimets) was,
according to the testimony of the holy Evangelist Luke, one
of the chosen of God in expectation of the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit dwelt upon him (Lk 2:25). It was
announced to him from God, that he would not die until that
time, when the Promised Messiah – Christ the Lord – would
be come into the world.
Ancient historians relate that the Egyptian emperor
Ptolemy II Philadelphos (285-247 BC) wished to add to the
famous Library at Alexandria with texts of Holy Scripture.
He invited scholars from Jerusalem, and the Sanhedrin sent
their wise men. Righteous Simeon was also among the 72
scholars in Alexandria for the translation of the Sacred
Scriptures into the Greek language. (The work was
accomplished and received the title "Translation of the 72
Interpreters". With this also further on in the future, the
New Testament was translated into the Slavonic language
for the Bulgarian, Serbian and Russian Orthodox Churches.)
Righteous Simeon translated a book of the Prophet Isaiah,
having read in the original the words: "Behold, a Virgin shalt
conceive and give birth to a Son" (Is 7: 14). He decided, that
the word "Virgin" was incorrectly used here in place of the
word "Woman", and he wanted to correct the text. At that
moment an Angel appeared to him and held back his hand
saying: "Have faith in the words written down; thou thyself
shalt be persuaded that they will be fulfilled, whereof thou
shalt not taste of death until thou behold Christ the Lord,
Who shall be born of a Pure and Immaculate Virgin".
From this day righteous Simeon began to await the
coming of the Promised Messiah.
And here one day righteous
Simeon, knowing of it by the
Holy Spirit, was come to the
Jerusalem Temple. It was on
that very same day (the fortieth
after the Birth of Christ), when
the All-Pure Virgin Mary and
Her Betrothed Joseph had come
there in order to perform the
ritual set down by Jewish Law –
to present before the Lord His
Own Divine First-Born and to
offer the established sacrifice.
When righteous Simeon beheld their arrival, the Holy
Spirit revealed to him that the God-Infant Whom the AllPure Virgin Mary held, – was the Promised Messiah, the
Saviour of the world. The elder took into his arms the Infant
Christ and pronounced his prophetic words: "Now lettest
Thou Thy servant depart, O Lord, with peace according to
Thy word, wherefore hath mine eyes beheld Thy salvation,
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples, a
light to the enlightening of gentiles and the glory of Thy
people Israel". He blessed the All-Pure Virgin and Righteous
Joseph and, having turned to the Mother of God he said:
"Behold, This One is set for the fall and rising up of many in
Israel and for the sign spoken against, and for Thee thyself a
sword shalt pierce the soul, so that the thoughts of many
hearts might be revealed" (Lk 2: 22-35).

Epistle & Gospel for the Prodigal Son
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye
righteous.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are
helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by
anything. Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food; but
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?
Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute
becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall
become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one
spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man
commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own
body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you
were bought with a price. So, glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God’s.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
(15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two
sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between
them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and
took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great
famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went
and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the
pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw
him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the
father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they
began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he
came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And
he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said
to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted
calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I
never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I
might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the
fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and
all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”
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