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32nd. Sunday After Pentecost- اﻷحد الثا والثﻼثون عد العن ة
Sunday After The Theophany, Martyrs , Peter, Hermylus and Stratonicus
اﻷحد بعد عيد الظهور اﻹلهﻲ – الشهيدين ارميلوس واستراتونيكوس والقديس الشهيد بطرس
Tone 7

Eothina 10

Epistle Ephesian 4: 7 -13

Gospel Matthew 4: 12-17

His Eminence Archbishop
ELPIDOPHOROS

Of America
Presiding on the Divine Liturgy
at Saint George Cathedral
Saturday, January 25th., 2020

9:00 a.m. Matins
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Followed by a Luncheon in his honor at the Cathedral's Hall.
Seated is limited, make reservations early ($30 per person)
THE NEW ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES for 2020

Wael Mufarreh, Marwan Nasrah, Sana Jada, David Salfiti, Randa Mogannam
ORTHODOX CLUB:

George Sahourieh

LADIES AUXILIARY:

Cynthia Dughman

CONGRATULATIONS
MEMBERS WHO ARE STILL SERVING THEIR TERM

Sandra ElGilda, Elias Husary, Afif Baba, Dalia AbuElezam, & Anne Marie Anderer
Dr. Isam Khoury, Suzie Mizirawi, Jalal Mogannam,
Iyad Nasrah, & Nimitallah Shatara

May the Lord guide you through your mission to serve your community
GOD BLESS you and your families

St. George Orthodox Cathedral
1617 Southgate Ave
Daly City, CA 94015

Bread Alter Offering: The Holy Bread Alter
Offerings (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially
offered for the Holy Sanctify of The Divine Liturgy :
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for
the continued good health of BETTY AGRA.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for
the continued good health of IBRAHIM HADDAD.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for
the continued good health of JIHAN ARANKI.
By AWAD & JACKLINE FADDOUL for the continued good
health and speedy recovery of ADRIANNO FADDOUL
By JIRIES & FATEN JASER & their Family in blessed
memory of Beloved Mother & Grandmother ADLA RANTISI
JASER who passed away in Birzeit Palestine. May her
Blessed Memory Be Eternal.

Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad
Alter Boys: Head of Alter Boys: Michael Batshon

Big Thank you to
The Ladies Auxiliary
For the Delicious Awameh
last Sunday
YOU ARE AWSOME
ASSEMBLAGE ("SOBOR" OR SYNAXIS") OF THE
FORERUNNER AND BAPTIST OF THE LORD, JOHN
Commemorated on January 7 (1/20/2020)
In the Orthodox Church
the
custom
was
established, that on the
day following the Great
Feasts of the Lord and the
Mother of God, would be
remembered those saints
who
most
essentially
participated in whichever
the sacred event. And thus,
on the day following after
the Theophany of the
Lord, the Church honours
he
that
participated
directly in the Baptism of
Christ, indeed placing his
own hand upon the head
of the Saviour. Saint John,
the holy Forerunner and
Baptist of the Lord,
termed by our Lord the
greatest of the prophets, both concludes the history of the Old
Testament and opens up the epoch of the New Testament. The holy
Prophet John gave witness concerning the arrival on earth of the
Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnated humanly in the flesh. Saint
John was deemed worthy to baptise Him in the waters of the Jordan
and he was a witness of the Theophany or Manifestation of the
MostHoly Trinity on the day of the Baptism of the Saviour. The holy
Prophet John was a kinsman of the Lord on His mother's side, the
son of the Priest Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth. The holy
Forerunner of the Lord, John, was born six months earlier than
Christ Jesus. The Archangel Gabriel was the messenger of his birth,
in the Jerusalem Temple revealing to his father, that for him a son
was to be born. Through the prayers offered up beforehand, the child
was filled with the Holy Spirit. Saint John prepared himself in the

wilds of the desert for his great service by a strict life, by fasting,
prayer and sympathy for the fate of God's people. At the age of about
30 years he came forth preaching repentance. He appeared at the
banks of the Jordan, by his preaching to prepare the people for
acceptance of the Saviour of the world. In the expression of churchly
song, Saint John was a “bright morning star", whose gleaming
outshone the shining of all the other stars, announcing the coming
morning of the day of grace, illumined with the light of the spiritual
Son, – our Lord Jesus Christ. Having baptised the sinless Lamb of
God, Saint John soon died a martyr's death, beheaded by the sword
on orders of king Herod in fulfilling the request of his daughter
Salome. (About Saint John the Baptist, vide: Mt. 3: 1-16, 11: 1-19,
14: 1-12; Mk. 1: 2-8, 6: 14-29; Lk. 1: 5-25, 39-80, 3: 1-20, 7: 18-35,
9: 7-9; Jn. 1: 19-34, 3: 22-26).
On this day is commemorated also the Transfer of the Right Hand of
the holy Forerunner from Antioch to Tsargrad (956) and the Miracle
of Saint John the Forerunner against the Hagarites (Mahometans)
at Chios:
The body of Saint John the Baptist was buried in the Samaritan
city of Sebasteia. The holy Evangelist Luke, in making the rounds
preaching Christ in various cities and towns, came in time to
Sebasteia, where they gave over to him the right hand of the holy
Prophet John, the very hand with which he had baptised the Saviour.
The Evangelist Luke took it with him to his native city of Antioch.
When the Mahometans centuries later seized possession of Antioch,
a deacon named Job transported the holy hand of the Forerunner
from Antioch to Chalcedon. From there, on the very eve of the
Theophany of the Lord, it was transferred to Constantinople (956)
and kept thereafter. In the year 1200 the Russian pilgrim Dobrynya
– who was later to be come the holy Archbishop of Novgorod Antonii
(Comm. 10 February), saw the right hand of the Forerunner in the
imperial palaces. From the Acts of the Saints it is known, that in the
year 1263 during the seizure of Constantinople by the Crusaders, the
emperor Baldwin gave over one bone from the wrist of Saint John
the Baptist to Ottonus de Cichon, who then gave it over to a
Cistercian abbey in France. The right hand continued to be kept in
Constantinople. And at the end of the XIV thru beginning XV
Centuries the holy relic was seen at Constantinople in the
Peribleptos monastery by the Russian pilgrims: Stefan Novgorodets,
deacon Ignatii, the cantor Alexander and deacon Zosima. But with
the capture of Constantinople by the Turks in 1453, sacred objects
were gathered up at the whim of the conqueror and preserved in the
imperial treasury, all locked up.
In the Acts of the Saints is presented clear testimony, that in
the year 1484 the right hand of the holy Forerunner was given away
by the son of the Mahometan sultan Bayazet to the Rhodes knights
to gain their good-will, since a dangerous rival for Bayazet – his own
brother, had situated himself amongst them. And about this event
there speaks also a contemporary participant, the Rhodes vicechancellor Wilhelm Gaorsan Gallo. The Rhodes knights, having
established their base on the island of Malta (in the Mediterranean
Sea), then transferred to Malta the sacred relic they had received.
When the Russian emperor Paul I (1796-1801) became grandmaster of the Maltese Order in honour of the holy Prophet John, the
right hand of the Baptist, part of the Life-Creating Cross and the
Philermian Icon of the Mother of God were transferred in the year
1799 [because of the Napoleonic threat] from the island of Malta to
Russia, to the chapel at Gatchina (Comm. 12 October). In the same
year these sacred items were then transferred into the church in
honour of the Saviour Icon Not-Made-by-Hand at the Winter palace.
And for this feast was compiled a special service.
Besides the Assemblage ("Sobor" or "Synaxis") of the
venerable glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord,
John, the Russian Orthodox Church celebrates his memory on the
following days: 23 September – his Conception (2 B.C.); 24 June –
his Birth (1 B.C.); 29 August – his Beheading (+ c. 32); 24 February
– the First (IV) and Second (452) Finding of the Head; the Third
Finding of the Head (c. 850); 12 October – the Transfer of the Right
Hand from Malta to Gatchina (1799).
© 1996-2001 by translator Fr. S. Janos.

Epistle & Gospel for Sunday after the Theophany

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to the Ephesians. (4:7-13)
Brethren, grace was given to each of us
according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
Therefore, it is said, “When He ascended on
high He led a host of captives, and He gave
gifts to men.” (In saying, “He ascended,”
what does it mean but that He had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth?
He who descended is He who also ascended
far above all the heavens, that He might fill
all things.) And His gifts were that some
should be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ.
The reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew. (4:12-17)
At that time, when Jesus heard that John had
been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and
leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulon and Naphtali, so that what was
spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land
of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and
shadow of death light has dawned.” From
that time Jesus began to preach, saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at
hand.”

الرسالة واﻻنجيل لﻸحد الذي بعد الظهور
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Vicariate for P/J Christian Orthodox
Communities in America

Archiepiscopal Vicar
Protopresbyter George Jweinat
And
All our Clergy,
and Members of The Board of Trustees
Cordially Invites You
To
A Luncheon in honor of
His Eminence Archbishop
ELPIDOPHOROS
Of America

Saturday, January 25th., 2020
Following the Devine Liturgy
At the Cathedral Hall
Make your reservation, limited seating.

30 per person

