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TWO LITURGIES AT ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 
ENGLISH STARTS @9:00 AM    ARABIC SERVICE @11:00 AM

****************************
The fifth Sunday of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the 
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman. The day commemorates the encounter of 
Christ with the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well. The biblical story of this event 
and the dialog between Christ and the woman is found in the Gospel of Saint 
John 4:5-42.  One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was Shechem, 
also called Sikima, located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites had 
heard the blessings in the days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this town, 
Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the nineteenth century before Christ, 
bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, preserved even until the 
time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, before he died in Egypt, he left 
that piece of land as a special inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This 
town, before it was taken into possession by Samaria, was also the leading city 
of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In the time of the Romans it was called Neapolis, 
and at present Nablus. It was the first city in Canaan visited by the Patriarch 
Abraham. Here also, Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for the 
last time. Almost three hundred years later, all Israel assembled there to make 
Roboam (Rehoboam) king.
When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to this city, which is also called Sychar (John 4:5), He was 
wearied from the journey and the heat. He sat down at this well. After a little while the Samaritan woman 
mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to draw water. As she conversed at some length with the Lord and heard 
from Him secret things concerning herself, she believed in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed.  
Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before Christ, Salmanasar (Shalmaneser), King 
of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel into captivity, and relocated all these people to Babylon 
and the land of the Medes. From there he gathered various nations and sent them to Samaria. These nations had 
been idolaters from before. Although they were later instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in the one God, they 
worshipped the idols also. Furthermore, they accepted only the Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the other books of 
Holy Scripture. Nonetheless, they thought themselves to be descendants of Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the pious 
Jews named these Judaizing and idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, the former leading 
city of the Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout. The Jews rejected them as heathen and foreigners, 
and had no communion with them at all, as the Samaritan woman observed, "the Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans" (John 4:9). Therefore, the name Samaritan is used derisively many times in the Gospel narrations. 
After the Ascension of the Lord, and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was baptized 
by the holy Apostles and became a great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine
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Forty Days Memorial For the Servant Of God
NASRI MUFARREH

This Sunday, May 26th, 2019
May His Blessed Memory Be Eternal

By His Beloved Wife RIMA, Children BASIL & 
SUSANNE, WAEL & BETTY MUFARREH  &  
Their         Families,        Brother       SALEM            & 
ANTOINETTE,    Sister.  NUHA   MUSA,    FRIDA 
MUFARREH,  & All  the   MUFARREH,       MUSA, 
ZAYED & MOGANNAM Families in blessed Forty 
Days Memorial of the Servant of God our Brother in 
Christ NASRI MUFARREH; Also in blessed memo-
ry of Beloved Mother MARY, Sisters NAELA & 
BETTY MUFARREH. May Their Blessed Memory 
Be Eternal.
 احيسف تام نإو يب نمآ نم************************************************
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Forty Days Memorial For the Servant of God 
SALIM KHALIL ISSA SERHED

This Sunday, May 26th, 2019
By his Beloved Brothers ISSA, BASIL SERHED, 
Sisters MARY KANZUA & NUHA SERHED & all 
the SERHED, KHARSA & BALAT Families in 
blessed Forty Days Memorial of the Servant of God 
our Brother in Christ ISSA KHALIL ISSA 
SERHED. May His Blessed Memory Be Eternal.
************************************************
Bread Altar Offering: The Holy Bread Altar Offering 
(Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy Sanctify 
of the Divine Liturgy.

The St. George Parish Family is deeply saddened by the pass-
ing into eternal life the Handmaid of God our Sister in Christ 
MAJDAH TAWFIQ DIAB AYOUB.  Our Deepest sympathies 
to her beloved Mother HUDA, Brothers NABEEH, MAZEN, 
MAJED, AMJAD, MAJDI, LOUIE, Sisters NABIHA, 
MOUFIDEH & LAILA & to all the AYOUB, AMMARI, 
KILDANY & JWEINAT Families.  May Her Blessed Memory 
Be Eternal.

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God and 
in Congratulations to AZIZ & JEYSOL SHATARA on the 
occasion of their Wedding.  Many Years

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of ZIADEH SHAMIEH.

By The St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of IBRAHIM HADDAD.

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of SIHAM RABAHAT.
**************************************************************

Head Of Ushers:  Maher Haddad 
Altar Boys: Head of Altar Boys Michael Batshon

*************************************************
May 23rd, 2019 Saint Simon was from Cana in Galilee, 

and was known to the Lord and His Mother. Tradition 

says that he was the bridegroom at the wedding where 

the Savior performed His first miracle. After witness-

ing the miracle of the water which had been turned 

into wine, he became a zealous follower of Christ. For 

this reason, he is known as Saint Simon the Zealot.

Saint Simon was one of the twelve Apostles, and re-

ceived the Holy Spirit with the others on Pentecost. He 

traveled to many places from Britain to the Black Sea, 

proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. After winning many 

pagans to the Lord, Saint Simon suffered martyrdom 

by crucifixion.

Saint Demetrius of Rostov says that this Saint Simon is 

to be distinguished from the Apostle Simon Peter, and 

from the LordÕs relative Simon (Mt.13:55), who was the 

second Bishop of Jerusalem.

Troparion Ñ Tone 3  Holy Apostle Simon / entreat 

the merciful God / to grant our souls forgiveness of 

transgressions.

St. George’s Calendar of Events
- TASTE OF CRAFT BEER -  21 & OLDER
   Friday, June 14th,  7:00PM- 10PM
- Camp August 4th - 11th, 2019
- Picnic -Saturday August 31st, 2019
- 22nd Annual Jerusalem Middle Eastern 
   Festival September 21st & 22nd, 2019 
 -Friendsgiving ~ November 16th, 2019
- Christmas Party - December 14th, 2019 
Ladies Auxiliary Events
-July 20th- Mother/Daughter Tea Party 
-Nov 24th- Annual Bake Sale For The Needy 
-Dec 6th- Wreath Decorating Party/
                  Sip & Swap Cookie Exchange 

17 MORE LEFT
PEWS WERE ORDERED FOR BOTH SIDES OF 

THE CHURCH
We Are Accepting Donations of $1500 

Toward Each Pew
Please Call Father George @415-860-4447

JOB OPENING- SECRETARY WANTED- FULL TIME 
PLEASE CONTACT FATHER GEORGE @415-860-4447

(THIS POSITION IS NOT AT THE CHURCH)



Sunday Of The Samaritan Woman
How great are thy works, O Lord ! Thou hast made all 

things in wisdom.  Bless the Lord, O My Soul.

Section from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure 
Apostles (11:19 to end)

In those days: 
When the disciples had been dispersed by the 
persecution that arose on occasion of Stephen, 
went  about as far as Phenice and Cyprus and 
Antioch, speaking the word to none, but to the 
Jews only, but some of them were men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they were 
entered into Antioch spoke also in Greeks, 
preaching the Lord Jesus.  
And the hand of the Lord was with them: And 
a great number believing, were converted to 
the Lord.  And the tidings came to the ears of 
the church that was at Jerusalem, touching 
these things:  Who, when he was come, and 
had seen the grace of God, rejoiced: and he 
exhorted them all with purpose of heart to 
continue in the Lord.  
For he was a good man, and full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith.  And a great multitude was 
added to the Lord.  
And Barnabas went to Tarsus to seek Saul: 
whom, when he had found, he brought to 
Antioch, And they conversed there in the 
church a whole year; and they taught a great 
multitude so that at Antioch the Disciples were 
first named Christian.
And in these days there came prophets from 
Jerusalem to Antioch.   
And one of them name Agabus, rising up, 
signified by the Spirit, that there should be a 
great famine over the whole world, which 
came to pass under Claudius.  
And the disciples, every man according to his 
ability, purposed to send relief to the brethren 
who dwelt in Judea;
Which also they did, sending it to the ancients 
by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.
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Get your tickets for the St. George fundraise  

gift card raffle for the month of June.  
Check with any board member or contact the church office  

for more information. 
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Calendar Fundraiser 
$25 each raffle ticket (5 for $100) - 20 chances to win! 
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Holy Martyr Isidore of Chios 

 
Isidore is gladdened with the hope of the crown,  

And he went to be beheaded after the crown. 
On the fourteenth Isidore was beheaded by the sword. 

 
The Holy Martyr Isidore lived duri ng the reign of Emperor Decius 
(249-251) and was from Alexandria of Egypt. From childhood, Isidore 
adhered to the faith of Christ and spent his entire life in fasting, 
prayer and good works. He was a Roman soldier who was sent with a 
fleet to the island of Chios under the military commander Numerian. 
Because he refused to sacrifice to the pagan gods, a centurion named 
Julian betrayed him as being a Christian to Numerian.  
 

 

 



 
 
At the interrogation before Numerian Saint Isidore without flinching 
confessed his faith in Christ the Savior and refused to offer sacrifice to 
idols. Numerian urged the Saint not to expose himself to tortures and 
to obey the will of the emperor, but Isidore answered: "Even if you kill 
my body, you have no authority over my soul. I possess the true, 
living God, Jesus Christ Who now lives in me, and after my death He 
will be with me, and I am in Him and will remain in Him and I will 
never cease to confess His Holy Name as long as my soul is in my 
body." The Saint was handed over to torture. During the time of 
torments he praised Christ God and denounced the pagan idols. 
 
When the Saint's father learned that Isidore was a confessed 
Christian, he journeyed to Chios to convince him to deny his faith. He 
succeeded in convincing Numerian to deliver Isidore into his custody, 
and proceeded to try to convert him. The Saint, however, entreated 
his father to open the eyes of his soul and behold the truth concerning 
Christ. His father was uncompromising, and could not accept that his 
son believed in the Crucified Nazarene and refused to accept his 
ancestral religion of idols. He condemned him and delivered him to 



the commander Numerian, entreating him to expedite the death 
sentence of his son. 
First, the commander ordered that Isidore be beaten with ox hide, 
then dragged along the ground over rocks, and after that they cut out 
his tongue. Even without his tongue, Isidore, by the Spirit of God, 
spoke and confessed the Name of Christ. Meanwhile, the punishment 
of God came upon the commander and he, suddenly, became mute. 
Finally, the mute commander gave the sign to behead Isidore. Isidore 
was elated at this sentence and after praising God went to the place of 
execution where he was beheaded. 
 

 
 

After the execution his body was cast without burial in to a well to be 
devoured by animals, but the courageous Ammonios and Myrope 
secretly took his body, censed it, and honorably buried it in a special 
place. The villainous Numerian heard that the martyr's body had been 
stolen and wanted to kill the two guards ordered to guard the body 
from being taken. Learning that innocent men would suffer for her 



good deed, blessed Myrope appeared before the authorities and 
acknowledged that she had taken the martyr's body and buried it. 

 
 
By order of Numerian, the entire body of Christ's holy virgin was 
severely whipped, and finally she was cast into prison covered with 
wounds. But the Lord did not leave His martyr comfortless. At 
midnight a heavenly light illumined the prison, and many angels, 
with Saint Isidore in their midst, appeared to her: "Peace be to you, 
Myrope," Saint Isidore said to her. "Your prayer has reached God, and 
soon you will be with us and will receive the crown prepared for you." 
The holy martyr rejoiced and at that moment surrender ed her soul to 
God. A sweet fragrance issued from her body, filling the entire prison. 
One of the guards, seeing all of this and sensing the fragrance, 
believed in Christ, was baptized, and soon received a martyr's death. 
Later on Ammonios himself accepted a martyr's death in the city of 
Kyzikos. 
 



 
 
The body of Myrope was interred beside Isidore's, and a chapel 
erected over the graves. Saint Markianos, Oikonomos of Hagia Sophia 
in Constantinople, built another in the fifth century next to the 
Church of Hagia Eirene. He also transferred to Constantinople the 
skull and a portion of the relics of the Saint, which he placed in the 
Church of the Panagia in Peran. 
 

 

  
The existence of the remainder of the relic on the island of Chios, 
together with numerous miracles there, is testified in the sixth 
century by Saint Martin of Tours ( Glory of the Martyrs , 101): "The 
martyr Isidore is buried on the island of Chio s - such is the name of 
the island. In the Saint's church there is a well into which he is said to 
have been thrown. After drinking from the water of this well, 
possessed people, people with fevers, and other ill people are often 



cured. It is said that believers often see there a light similar to a 
burning candle. I myself met a priest who insisted that he had often 
seen this light from the mouth of the well. On this island a seed is 
picked from the mastic trees that, so they widely say, are not found in 
other regions." 
 

 

Tomb of St. Isidore in Chios 
 
There is a local tradition that in the place where Saint Isidore was 
martyred, the mastic trees shed fragrant tears at the suffering of the 
Holy Martyr of Christ. The tradition holds that the mastic, which i s a 
major product of the island of Chios, can only be gathered and 
prepared from the trees in the area of the Saint's martyrdom. Thus 
the masticha, or mastic, is a divine gift, and a blessing to the people of 
Chios. 
Saint Isidore's body was stolen by the Latin priest Cebrano Cebrani 
from Chios, when Doge Domenico Michiel was wintering in Chios, 
and taken to Venice in 1125, where it was hidden in the palace of Doge 
Domenico Michiel; it was re -discovered in the early fourteenth 
century and exposed to public veneration in Saint Mark's Cathedral, 
where also a chapel was built dedicated to the Saint. In 1356, the 
relics of Isidore and Myrope were moved by the Latins to their chapel 
in the Church of Saint Mark in Venice, thus connecting this martyr 
from Alexandria with the Apostle Mark who preached the gospel in 
Alexandria. On September 17, 1627 the skull of Saint Isidore encased 
in a silver and jeweled reliquary, was stolen from Constantinople by a 
local Christian financed by Venetian authorities and translated to 
Venice, where it arrived on March 1 in 1627. 
 



 
 
Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone  
Enlisted by the King of the Ages, thou didst spurn the earthly king 
with his army and boldly preach Christ our God. Therefore thou didst 
complete thy contest and shine forth as His glorious Martyr. Entreat 
Him to save our souls, for we honour thee, blessed Isidore. 
Kontakion in the Fourth Tone  
Thou hast become a great guide to the world through thy prayers. 
Wherefore today we praise thee with hymns, O holy Martyr, glorious 
Isidore.  
 
Megalynarion  Your head was cut off by a sword, having cut off the 
devices, of error O Athlete, and you were united to Christ, the head of 
all, by participating in his passion, O Isidore.  
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 Commercial/Residential Acquisitions/Dispositions & Financing 
                       

Optimal Realty & Mortgage  
would like to introduce our new associate  

Samer Khoury, Specializing in our East Bay market. 
 

 ��Your One Stop Shop to Real Estate and Financing Needs. Call Today!!��  
 

                              
 
            Victor Khoury                               Margaret Khoury                       Samer Khoury 
   vkhoury@optimal-realty.com        mkhoury@optimal-realty.com      skhoury@optimal-realty.com 
               Lic#01431076                       Lic#01470833                           Lic#01821537 
             415-297-3606                                                                   415-806-3384 
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