
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost:  In today’s Gospel from St. Matthew there is a similar situation. On 
the surface we look at this story as one of healing and reconciliation. Two blind men come up to Jesus and asked 
Jesus to have mercy on them. In other words they were asking to be healed of their handicap. We do not know 
anything about these men other than they are blind. They follow Jesus into a house and Jesus asks them if they 
believe that He can do what they are asking of Him. They answered that they did believe, why would they say no 
at this point, and He touches their eyes and tells them that according to their faith they have been healed. 
Scripture then tells us that their eyes were opened.
In the next scene of the story a “dumb demoniac” was brought to 
Him. Again, we know nothing about this man except that he was 
possessed by some sort of evil spirit that needed to be cast out. 
Jesus cast the demon out and all those around Him marveled at 
what He had done. “Never had anything like this been done in 
Israel” the crowd said. But the Pharisees were not far off and not 
wanting to miss a beat they claim that Jesus cast out this demon by 
demons. In other words they tried to down play what had just 
happened. They doubted and their eyes were closed! The end of 
this particular story has Jesus traveling around the area preaching, 
teaching, and healing.  Faith is a very useful thing for us to have and it is quiet easy to lose it if we are not 
careful. The blind men in the story are being used in a symbolic way for all of those who came to Jesus with the 
eyes of their faith closed and needed them to be opened, but we have to want our eyes opened in order for us to 
see. We have to want to know the truth in order for us to see it and that is the point of the Gospel today.
How many of us are more influenced by what the talking heads on television think about an issue rather than 
what the Church thinks about an issue. How many of us form an opinion based upon the latest poll rather than 
what our Church has to say, and has had to say in some cases, for more than 2,000 years. The first place we should 
turn for answers to life’s questions not CNN or Fox News but to the Church!    But sometimes we want to be 
blind and not want to see because being able to see requires us to change and change is frightening. Nothing 
more is said of the blind men after they were healed except that they went out and told everyone what had 
happened, after Jesus had told them not too by the way. Their life was changed when their eyes were opened and 
they could see things differently they had before both in a literal and a figurative way. This is what faith calls us 
too, faith calls us to see things different, not through eyes that are close, blinded by what is popular, but through 
eyes of faith that see things as they were intended to be seen. We can no longer go through life grasping for 
answers because the answers are right in front of us.    Years ago it was all the rage to wear the bracelet that said 
WWJD, What Would Jesus Do. This is a fine question to ask in all situation but, and I hate to clue you in on this, 
none of us are Jesus, so the question should be, What Does Jesus Want Us to Do? In order to answer that 
question we have to know what it is that He wants us to do and how we are to do it and will not find that answer 
on CNN or Fox News, we find that answer in Scripture.     So who do we want to be, the blind men who 
approached Jesus in extreme faith and humility and asked that their eyes, physical and spiritual, be opened, or 
do we want to be like the Pharisees who simply made fun of what was happening and were more concerned 
about the rules then they were about people? This is the question we are being asked today.
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Bread Altar Offering:  The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St. 
Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy Sanctify of the Divine Liturgy.

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God 
for the continued good health of Father ISSA AWWAD. 

By The St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God 
and in Congratulations to ELIAS & JULIE HADDAD on 
the occasion of their Wedding.  Many Years 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Head Of Ushers:  Maher Haddad
Altar Boys: Head of Altar Boys Michael Batshon.
Altar Boys: Sami Khoury Jr., Emile Khoury Jr, Sami & George 
Totah
***************************************************************************************************************************************************************
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Cathedral News:
Tarab Night – 
Saturday July 21st. Hosted by the Orthodox 
family clubs.
Nabil Safi, Radwan and his band will entertain us 
with their wonderful music. Maza, dinner and 
drinks. $75. Donation. For tickets Call Susie 
650.490.0226 
or church office 650.991.2234.
DO NOT DELAY. GET YOUR TICKETS NOW.

World Cup finals – 
Sunday July 15th 7:30 AM. Breakfast at the 
Cathedral hall.
Come watch the finals game with friends and 
enjoy breakfast of Eggs, bacon, pancakes, 
hummus and foul. 

Orthodox Family Clubs –
Thursday July 26th 7pm. Monthly dinner and 
get together.
Tacos and drinks, ping pong, card games and 
camaraderie. Welcome all. 

St. George Picnic – 
Sunday August 12, Flood Park in Menlo Park 
(Save the date).

Festival –
September 22nd and 23rd. This will be an exciting 
weekend for the 21st annual St. George Jerusalem 
festival. Help will be needed and welcome by all 
who can volunteer their time. Contact any board 
member for more information. Raffle tickets are 
available at $10 per ticket or book of 10 for $100.  
If you want to place an ad in the festival book, 
emai l !"#$%&'(#)*"+,*"#!-+,* for more 
information or contact the Cathedral office.

Christmas Party
December 15th, 2018.  At the Cathedral Hall 
( Save the date)
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Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
Save, O Lord, thy people, and bless thine inheritance. Unto 

thee will I cry, O Lord, O my God.

Section from  the  Epistle of St. Paul to 
Galatians 4:22-31

Ye Brethren: !For it is written that Abraham had 
two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the 
free woman. !His son by the slave woman was born 
according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman 
was born as the result of a divine promise. These 
things are being taken figuratively: The women 
represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount 
Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is 
Hagar. !Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia 
and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, 
because she is in slavery with her children. !But the 
Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. 
For it is written: “Be glad, barren woman,!you who 
never bore a child; shout for joy and cry aloud,you 
who were never in labor; because more are the children 
of the desolate woman than of her who has a 
husband.” Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, 
are children of promise. At that time the son born 
according to the flesh persecuted the son born by the 
power of the Spirit. It is the same now.
!But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave 
woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will 
never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s 
son.” 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of 
the slave woman, but of the free woman.

The Gospel: from St. Matthew (9:27-35)
At that time:  When Jesus departed thence, two blind 
men followed him, crying, and saying: Thou son of 
David, have mercy on us. And when he was come into 
the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith 
unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They 
said unto him, Yea, Lord.  
Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your 
faith be it unto you.  And their eyes were opened; and 
Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man 
know it. But they, when they were departed, spread 
abroad his fame in all that country. As they went out, 
behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed 
with a devil.  
And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and 
the multitudes marveled, saying, It was never so seen 
in Israel.But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils 
through the prince of the devils.  
And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people.
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Tarab Night

Sponsored 
By St. George Orthodox Family Clubs

At the Cathedral Hall 
JULY 21ST, 2018  @ 7:30PM

Ticket/$75 ~ Mazza, Dinner & Drinks

FEATURING NABIL EL-SAFI  
     & Maestro Radwan Shakhshir & his Band

For Your Tickets Please Call Susie Mizirawi @ 650-490-0226
Sandra ElGelda @ 650-892-4636 Or The Church’s Office @650-991-2234
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SYNAXARION of the Holy Glorious and All  
Praised Twelve Apostles 

On July 13th Our Holy Orthodox Christian Church commemorates, honors 
and celebrates the feast day of the Synaxis of the Holy, Glorious and All-
praised Twelve Apostles. Even though each of the Twelve Great Apostles 
has his own particular feast day during the year, the Church has set aside this 
day as a general feast of all the holy Apostles together, and St. Paul with 
them. Saint Peter: July 12th 

An Apostle is one who is sent out by our Lord Jesus Christ to spread the 
Gospel that He is the Messiah, that He is Risen, and that we are being saved 
as a result. 

 

The word apostle comes from the Greek apostello, literally, "to send forth," 
"to dispatch," has etymologically a very general sense. Apostolos (Apostle) 
means one who is sent forth, dispatched--in other words,  



 

who is entrusted with a mission. Originally a military term referring to a 
sortie out against the enemy, apostle has in the Christian context come to 
refer to a missionary spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ .  

It is at once evident that in a Christian sense, everyone who had received a 
mission from God, or Christ, to man could be called "Apostle". In fact, 
however, those disciples are often designated by the expressions of mathetai 
(the students since Christ is the Teacher) or (the disciples). 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews Chapter 3:1, the name is applied even to Jesus 
Christ, in the original meaning of a delegate sent from God to preach 
revealed truth to mankind. 

The word apostle has also in the New Testament a larger meaning, and 
denotes some inferior disciples who, under the direction of the Apostles, 
preached the Gospel, or contributed to is diffusion; thus Barnabas (Acts 
14:4, 14), probably Andronicus and Junias (Romans 16:7), Epaphroditus 
(Phil. 2:25), two unknown Christians who were delegated for the collection 
in Corinth (2 Cor. 7:23). 

The Gospels point out how, from the beginning of His Ministry (Diakonia), 
Jesus called to Him some Jews, and by a very diligent instruction and 
formation made them His Disciples.  

After some time, in the Galilean ministry, He selected Twelve whom, as St. 
Mark (3:14) and St. Luke (6:13) say, "He also named Apostles." The origin 
of the Apostolate lies therefore in a special vocation, a formal appointment 
of the Lord to a determined office, with connected authority and duties.  

The appointment of the Twelve Apostles is given by the three Synoptic 
Gospels (St. Mark 3:13-19; St. Matthew 10:1-4; St. Luke 6:12-16) nearly in 
the same words, so that the three narratives are literally dependent. 

Two of the Synoptic Gospels add to their account of the appointment of the 
Twelve brief statements on their office: St. Mark 3:14-15--"He appointed 
twelve to be with Him and to send them to herald, and to have power to heal 
the illnesses and to cast out demons", St. Matthew 10:1--"He gave them 
power over unclean spirits so as to expel them, and to heal every disease and 
every illness." St. Luke where he relates the appointment of the Twelve, 



adds nothing on their office. Afterwards (St. Mark 6:7-13; St. Matthew 10:5-
15; St. Luke 9:1-5) Jesus sends the Twelve to preach the Kingdom and by 
gives them very definite instructions. From all this it results that the holy 
Apostles are to be with Jesus and to aid Him by proclaiming the Kingdom 
and by healing. 

The nature of the Apostolic mission is made still clearer by the saying of 
Christ after His Resurrection. "Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have commanded you." The Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistles written by the Apostles exhibit them in the 
constant exercise of this office. Everywhere the Apostle governs the 
disciples, preaches the doctrine of Jesus as an authentic witness, and 
administers the sacred rites. In order to fill such an office, it seems necessary 
to have been instructed by Jesus, to have seen the Risen Lord. And these are, 
clearly the conditions required by the Apostles in the candidate for the place 
of Judas Iscariot. "Of the men, therefore, who have accompanied us all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 
baptism of John unto the day he was received up from us, of these must one 
become a witness with us of His Resurrection" (Acts 1:21-22). 

The authority of the holy Apostles proceeds from the office imposed upon 
them by Our Lord and is based on the very explicit sayings of Christ 
Himself. He will be with them all days to the end of ages (St. Matt. 28:20), 
give a sanction to their preaching (St. Mark 16:16), send them the "promise 
of the Father," "virtue from above" (St. Luke 24:49). The Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistles of the New Testament show us the exercise of this 
authority. The Apostle makes laws (Acts 15:29; 1 Cor. 7:12 sq.), claims for 
his teaching that it should be received as the word of God (1 Thes. 2:13), 
punishes (Acts 5:1-11, 1 Cor. 5:1-5), administers the sacred rites (Acts 6:1 
sq.; 16:33; 20:11), provides successors (2 Tim 1:6; Acts 14:22). 

Since the authority with which the Lord endowed the Apostles was given 
them for the entire Church, it is natural that this authority should endure 
after their death, in other words, pass to successor established by the 
Apostle. In the oldest Christian documents concerning the primitive 
Churches we find ministers established, some of them, at least, by the usual 
rite of the imposition of hands.  

 



They bear various names: priests (presbyteroi: Acts 11:30, 14:22; Titus, 
1:5); bishops (episcopoi: Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus, 1:7); 
proistamenoi: 1 Thes. 5:12; Rom. 12; etc.); heads (hegoumenoi: Hebrews, 
13:7, 17, 24; etc.), and some others. 

The memorable words of Hebrews, 13:7: "Remember your presidents who 
preached to you the word of God," have always echoed in the Christian 
heart. The primitive Churches had a profound veneration for their deceased 
Apostles (Clement of Rome, Ep. Ad Corinth, v); its first expression was 
doubtless the devotional reading of the Apostolic writings, the following of 
their orders and counsels, and the imitation of their virtues. It may, however, 
be reasonably supposed that some devotion began at the tombs of the 
Apostles as early as the time of their death or martyrdom, the ancient 
documents are silent on this matter. Though the anniversaries of some 
martyrs were celebrated even in the second century, as for instance the 
anniversary of the martyrdom of Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna (d. 154-156 
A.D.). Its only from the 4th century that we meet with the feast of the 
Apostles. 

HYMNS OF THE TWELVE 

Apolytikion Hymn. Tone 3 

O holy Apostles of Christ Pray to our merciful God, That He may grant us 
remission of our sins. 

Kontakion Hymn. Tone 2 

Today Christ the Rock gladly glorifies the rock of faith, The chosen disciple, 
together with Paul and the entire company of the Twelve. As we celebrate 
their memory, We glorify Him Who has glorified them! 

THE SEVENTY HOLY APOSTLES 

The Seventy Apostles are those whom the Lord chose (described in St. Luke 
10:1-16) in addition to the Twelve and sent forth to assist in the work of 
preaching. Over time, the Twelve added others to their number, who were 
sent out with the original Seventy to preach the Gospel. Although this 
number eventually exceeded seventy, they were all nevertheless referred to 
as "of the Seventy" out of reverence to the number which the Lord originally 
chose.  
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 Your Partner For Success 
SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL  

& COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES. 
• Residential Properties 
• Construction Loans 
• Mixed-Use Properties 
• Retail Stores 
• Shopping Centers 
• Gas Stations 
• Automotive 
• Multi-Family 
• SBA Loans 
• Many More! 

Please call for a free consultation !!! 

 
Hani Kaileh, Broker 

 
(650) 766-1452 Cell 

(650) 589-5306 Direct 
715 El Camino Real, Suite 208 

San Bruno, CA 94066 
NMLS #250697 

Hanikaileh@gmail.com 
www.BayCity-Homeloans.com 

 
 
 All rates, terms and parameters are subject to change without prior notice, detailed underwriting criteria regarding these programs is available upon request. 

Restrictions may apply.  Bay City Financial is licensed as a Real Estate Broker by the State of California, License # 01258200 – NMLS # 342284 
. 

Experience expert guidance throughout the 
loan process.  We can assist with loans as 
small as $100,000 up to $25,000,000!   
Call us to find out how we can save you 
thousands of dollars on your next purchase  

 
Competitive Rates.  Fast Service.  Expert Underwriting.  
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Specializing in  
 

 
                

 Commercial/Residential Acquisitions/Dispositions & Financing 
                       

Optimal Realty & Mortgage  
would like to introduce our new associate  

Samer Khoury, Specializing in our East Bay market. 
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            Victor Khoury                               Margaret Khoury                       Samer Khoury 
   vkhoury@optimal-realty.com        mkhoury@optimal-realty.com      skhoury@optimal-realty.com 
               Lic#01431076                       Lic#01470833                           Lic#01821537 
             415-297-3606                                                                   415-806-3384 

 
 
 
 
 

Optimal Realty & Mortgage 
www.optimal-realty.com 
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