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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost “What have we to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of God?”

said the demoniacs when Jesus approached them. This is a question that all of us should answer.
Remember, when the Scripture says something, it’s saying it to you. When these demoniacs are
saying, “What have we to do with Thee,” doesn’t that question also apply to us? What are we to
do with Jesus? Jesus has done something for us. He said to do things. He came, He preached, He
died, He was resurrected, He sent the Holy Spirit to us. What are we to do with this? Everyone
is going to answer it. Whether they acknowledge Christ or not, they will answer this question
of what they are to do with Christ. What did the Apostles do? In the beginning when they were
fishing, the Lord said, follow me; and they left their nets, their father, everything, and they
followed Him. And then they were with Him for three years, difficult years, years of pain, years
of hunger, of fatigue, of danger, and years of learning about themselves, as
we can see examples where the Lord showed them where their imperfections were. And then they were prepared to go out and have their
sound go forth over all the world. But why did all this happen? Because they answered this question, “What have we to do with Thee?”
In the same way, everyone is going to come out to meet Christ, just like the people of the Gergesenes.
The whole town went out to meet Christ after He had healed the demoniacs. And to a man they said, depart from us, leave us. And He did.
Everyone is going to come out to meet Christ. They will either ask Him to stay or ask Him to leave. And He will either stay or leave,
depending on what we ask. Of course, it’s not just what we say with our lips. It’s also what we do with our deeds. We must live in such a
way that the Lord sees that we do love Him and that we do desire Him. So, just to say something doesn’t really matter. We must do it.
The people of the Gergesenes suffered a great tragedy on this day. The Lord came to them and they rejected Him. They were afraid of Him.
They saw a great miracle. They saw their pigs all killed, so their way of commerce was destroyed. They were afraid. They were angry. They
were confused. So they asked Him to go away, and He did.
And the next day was the same as the previous. The sun rose, they ate, they drank. They eventually got more pigs and they forgot about that
terrible, frightening occurrence that happened so many years ago for them. But God had come to them, had visited them and they had rejected
Him.
God visits us every day. This is not a trite phrase. This is the truth. So every day we should be answering this question, What are we to do
with what God does for us? Whether we go out to meet Him in our mind, absolutely consciously, or not, we are going to see Christ, and we
are asking Him to either stay or leave, and He will stay or leave.
This Gospel is one of the most tragic of any and all of Scripture because it really, in a nutshell, shows how people’s lives are
lost. They’re lost by just living their life, not thinking of God, doing what they want to do, and then they die. And most of
them will not know what they have missed until the Judgment. What a terrible, terrible tragedy. An unseen tragedy. An
invisible tragedy. This tragedy is happening in our lives too. Because every time that we choose the wrong way, we are like the people or
the Geresenes. I am not saying that we’re rejecting Christ and telling Him to go away forever. But we are losing an opportunity for sanctity,
for blessedness. When the Lord reveals our sins, we should be glad because He is unburdening us. He is helping us to strive for perfection.
We can’t be happy if we are still sinning. He can forgive sins seventy times seven. But we are still sinners, and sin hurts and
causes illness.
The Lord came so that we would no longer be sinners. But we must answer the question every day: What are we to do with Him? Those who
do not love God answer it in such a way as to say, Go away. Not in so many words. But in the way they live their lives and their priorities
and what they think is important and what they do, they say, Go away.
Those who love God and are called according to His purpose, they beg Him to stay. So let us be like the Apostles and learn from Christ and
answer this question as they did. What are we to do with Thee, Jesus? Amen.
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Bread Altar Offering:

The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St.
Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy Sanctify of the Divine Liturgy.

By the St. George Parish Family in thanksgiving to God and in
Congratulations to CHRISTIAN JAJEH & LAUREN ZEIDAN
on the occasion of their Engagement.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for the
continued good health of JAMILEH MUHAWIEH & Her
Family.
HEAD OF USHERS: Maher Haddad
HEAD OF ALTAR BOYS: Michael Batshon Altar Boys: Sami &
George Totah, Andrew & Anthony Jwainat

The Holy Prophet Elisseus (Elisha) the son of Saphat, was
from the town of Abel-me-oul and had been a husbandman.
At God's command, the Prophet Elias
anointed him to be Prophet in his
stead. This happened while Elisseus
was plowing his land, having twelve
oxen under yoke. Straightway, He slew
the oxen and cooked them, using the
wooden plough and the other instruments of husbandry as
firewood; then he gave the oxen as food to the people. Bidding
farewell to his parents, he followed Elias and served him until
the latter was taken up as it were into Heaven. When Elisseus
received his teacher's mantle and the grace of his prophetic
spirit twofold, he demonstrated whose disciple he was through
the miracles he wrought and through all that is related of him in
the Fourth Book of Kings. He departed full of days and was
buried in Samaria. But even after his death God glorified him;
for after the passage of a year, when some Israelites were
carrying a dead man for burial and suddenly saw a band of
Moabites, they cast the dead man on the grave of the Prophet.
No sooner had the dead man touched the Prophet's bones, than
he came to life and stood on his feet. Mentioning this, Jesus the
Son of Sirach says, "He did wonders in his life, and at his death
his works were marvelous". It is because of such marvels that
the faithful have reverence for the relics of the Saints. His name
means "God is savior."
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Orthodox Family Club News: Our monthly get together
and dinner was a fun time with a delicious spaghetti dinner,
desserts and drinks topped off with a ping pong tournament.
At least 40 people attended with 20 signing up for the ping
pong tournament. Game of Tarneeb were played by some with
camaraderie and good conversation throughout the hall. Thank
you to all who put this event together, ones who donated the
desserts, with a special thanks to those who cooked the
delicious dinner.
The tournament was exciting with
competitors of all ages from teenagers to young seniors. In the
end the person standing one top with bragging rights was
Osama Kaleh. Congrats Osama. For those who want to beat
the champ, train hard, take your vitamins, get your sleep and
say your prayers and you just might pull it off.
Make sure to look in the bulletin for the next Orthodox
Family get together. It will be Taco Night at the hall with a
guest speaker to be announced.
ST. GEORGE’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018
Every 3rd Thursday Of The Month -- Auxiliary Clubs /Dinner

Saturday, July 21st, 2018 TARAB NIGHT Sunday July 29th - August 5th, 2018 Annual Camp
August 12th, 2018 Annual Picnic & Camp Reunion
September 22nd & 23rd, 2018 - 21st Annual Jerusalem Festival
Saturday, December 15th, 2018 - Annual Christmas Party

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

How great are thy works, O Lord! Thou hast made all things in
wisdom. Bless the Lord, O my soul

Section from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans
(10:1-10)
Ye Brethren: My heart’s desire and prayer to God
for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear
them record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. For they, being ignorant of
God’s righteousness, and going about to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth.
For Moses describeth the
righteousness which is of the law, That the man
which doeth those things shall live by them. But the
righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise,
Say not in thy heart, Who shall ascend into heaven?
(that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, who
shall descend into the deep? (That is, to bring up
Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The
word is nigh them even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him form the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

The Gospel: from St. Matthew
(8:28-34; 9:1)

At that time: When Jesus came to the country
of the Gegansenes, there met him two possessed
with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding
fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.
And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have
we to do with thee, Jesus, Thou Son of God? art
thou come hither to torment us before the time?
And there was a good way off from them a herd
of many swine feeding. So the devils besought
him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go
away into the herd of swine. And he said unto
them. Go. And when they were come out, they
went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the
whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep
place into the sea, and perished in the waters.
And they that kept them fled, and went their
ways in the city, and told every thing, and what
was befallen to the possessed of the devils. And,
Behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus:
and when they saw him, they besought him that
he would depart out of their coasts. And he
entered into a ship, and passed over, and came
into his own city.
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Tarab Night
Sponsored
By St. George Orthodox Family Clubs

At the Cathedral Hall
JULY 21ST, 2018 @ 7:30PM
Ticket/$75 ~ Mazza, Dinner & Drinks
FEATURING NABIL EL-SAFI
& Maestro Radwan Shakhshir & his Band
For Your Tickets Please Call Susie Mizirawi @ 650-490-0226
Sandra ElGelda @ 650-892-4636 Or The Church’s Office @650-991-2234
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Your Partner For Success
SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES.
Experience expert guidance throughout the
loan process. We can assist with loans as
small as $100,000 up to $25,000,000!
Call us to find out how we can save you
thousands of dollars on your next purchase
Competitive Rates. Fast Service. Expert Underwriting.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residential Properties
Construction Loans
Mixed-Use Properties
Retail Stores
Shopping Centers
Gas Stations
Automotive
Multi-Family
SBA Loans
Many More!

Hani Kaileh, Broker
(650) 766-1452 Cell
(650) 589-5306 Direct
715 El Camino Real, Suite 208
San Bruno, CA 94066
NMLS #250697

Please call for a free consultation!!!

Hanikaileh@gmail.com
www.BayCity-Homeloans.com

All rates, terms and parameters are subject to change without prior notice, detailed underwriting criteria regarding these programs is available upon request.
Restrictions may apply. Bay City Financial is licensed as a Real Estate Broker by the State of California, License # 01258200 – NMLS # 342284
.

Specializing in µ3HUVRQDOL]HG6HUYLFH¶
/HWXVKHOS\RXZLWK««
Commercial/Residential Acquisitions/Dispositions & Financing

Optimal Realty & M ortgage
would like to introduce our new associate
Samer Khoury, Specializing in our East Bay market.
!
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Victor Khoury
vkhoury@optimal-realty.com
Lic#01431076

Margaret Khoury
mkhoury@optimal-realty.com
Lic#01470833

415-297-3606

Samer Khoury
skhoury@optimal-realty.com
Lic#01821537

415-806-3384

Optimal Realty & Mortgage
www.optimal-realty.com

!
"#$%&%'(")*+,-.*+(/01%)!x!2220%'(")*+,-.*+(/01%)!

a:HGGLQJVa+HQQDa%DQTXHWVa
a%DSWLVPVa*UDGXDWLRQVa%LUWKGD\Va

$UDELDQ
9RFDOLVW

KWWSZZZ1DGHU=DNLFRP
KWWSVZZZIDFHERRNFRP1DGHU=DNL
KWWSVZZZ\RXWXEHFRPXVHU6LQJHU1DGHU

