
Election & Approval of the 2018 Budget 
Will Be Held at the General Parish Meeting
 Sunday January 7th, 2018 After Liturgy

For the Purpose Of Electing 5 New Members For 
The Board Of Trustees 2017

Entrance of the Theotokos to the Temple
The second great feast of the Theotokos is the celebration of her entrance as a child into the 

Jerusalem Temple which is commemorated on the twenty-first of November. Like the feast of 
her nativity, this feast of Mary is without direct biblical and historical reference. But like the 
nativity, it is a feast filled with important spiritual significance for the Christian believer. The 

texts of the service tells how Mary was brought as a small child to the temple by her parents in 
order to be raised there among the virgins consecrated to the service of the Lord until the time 
of their betrothal in marriage. According to Church tradition, Mary was solemnly received by 

the temple community which was headed by the priest Zacharias, the father of John the 
Baptist. She was led to the holy place to be “nourished” there by the angels in order to become 
herself the “holy of holies” of God, the living sanctuary and temple of the Divine child who was 

to be born in her.!
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The Following Members Will Serve 2 More Years
Salti Ibrahim, Raja ElQare, Victor Khoury, Samir Mogannam, & Osam Kaleh

The Following Members Will Serve 1 More Years
Sandra ElGilda , Pete Nasrah, David Salfiti & Raed Salman

The Following Member’s Term Will Expire This Year
Dalia Abuelezam, Mary Jaber, Raja Kawas, Nawal Kharsa & Suzie Mizirawi
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         English Services 9:00 am                                                     Arabic Matins  10:15 am          Liturgy 11:00 am

Archiepiscopal Vicar Father George Jweinat
ARCHIMANDRITE OF THE ECUMENICAL THRONE D. DAMASKINOS ALAZRAI                                                                                                            

  TheVery Rev. Father Isa Awwad                 Rev. Father Hanna Khoury              The Very Rev. Fr. Moeen Hanna                     
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JACKIE NABEEH SHAMIEH

Enters Eternal Life
First Week Memorial This Sunday Dec. 5th, 2017

The Parish family is deeply saddened by the passing into 
eternal life the Handmaid of God JACKIE NABEEH 
SHAMIEH. 
Trisagion Services Wednesday November 29th, @ 7:00pm 
from St. George Orthodox Cathedral. 
Funeral Services Thursday, November 30th 2017 @ 11:00 
am.
Our Deepest Sympathies to her Beloved Father NABEEH 
SHAMIEH, Sister MARY, Brother ELIAS & WAFFA, His 
Children AMIRA, TAMARA, NABEEH & SAMER, & 
Brother GEORGE SHAMIEH & All the SHAMIEH 
Families.  May Her Blessed Memory Be Eternal.  

Bread Altar Offering:  The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St. 
Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy Sanctify of the Divine Liturgy.
 

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God and 
in Congratulations to WAEL & & LUMA ABEDALNOUR 
on the occasion of the Baptism of their Child of God SAMI 
ABEDALNOUR. 
By the St. George Parish Family in blessed memory of the 
Servant of God MARZOUK (ZAKI) QUTAMI.  May His 
Blessed Memory Be Eternal.

By The St. George Ladies Auxiliary in Thanksgiving to God 
for the continued good health of HALA SALFITI. 

******************************************************************************************

Head Ushers: Maher Haddad, 
Ushers: Milad Dalo, Basem Husary & Elias Husary
Head of Altar Boys: Michael Batshon,  Altar Boys:   Sami Khoury 
Jr., Jason Arbeed, Sami & George Totah, 
****************************************************************************************************************************

EVERY THURSDAY, SINGING PRACTICE FOR OUR 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY  AT TAGHREED’S 

HOUSE IN MILLBRAE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL SUSIE @650-490-0226

BEGINNING OF THE NATIVITY FAST TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 28TH, 2017 

WISH YOU ALL A BLESSED FAST
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Venerable Hilarion the Great
St Hilarion the Great was born in the year 291 in the Palestinian 
village of Tabatha. He was sent to Alexandria to study. There he 
became acquainted with Christianity and was baptized. After 
hearing an account of the angelic life of 
Saint Anthony the Great (January 17), 
Hilarion went to meet him, desiring to 
study with him and learn what is 
pleasing to God. Hilarion soon returned 
to his native land to find that his parents 
had died. After distributing his family’s 
inheritance to the poor, Hilarion set out 
into the desert surrounding the city of 
Maium.  In the desert the monk 
struggled intensely with impure 
thoughts, vexations of the mind and the 
burning passions of the flesh, but he defeated them with heavy 
labor, fasting and fervent prayer. The devil sought to frighten the 
saint with phantoms and apparitions. During prayer St Hilarion 
heard children crying, women wailing, the roaring of lions and 
other wild beasts. The monk perceived that it was the demons 
causing these terrors in order to drive him away from the 
wilderness. He overcame his fear with the help of fervent prayer. 
Once, robbers fell upon St Hilarion, and he persuaded them to 
forsake their life of crime through the power of his words. Soon all 
of Palestine learned about the holy ascetic. The Lord granted to 
Saint Hilarion the power to cast out unclean spirits. With this gift 
of grace he loosed the bonds of many of the afflicted. The sick 
came for healing, and the monk cured them free of charge, saying 
that the grace of God is not for sale. Such was the grace that he 
received from God that he could tell by the smell of someone’s 
body or clothing which passion afflicted his soul. They came to 
Saint Hilarion wanting to save their soul under his guidance. With 
the blessing of Saint Hilarion, monasteries began to spring up 
throughout Palestine. Going from one monastery to another, he 
instituted a strict ascetic manner of life.  About seven years before 
his death St Hilarion moved back to Cyprus, where the ascetic 
lived in a solitary place until the Lord summoned him to Himself. 

EVERY SUNDAY 100% ENGLISH LITURGY 
BEGINS @ 9:00AM

ARABIC MATINS @10:15 & MIXED ENGLISH/
ARABIC @11:00 AM
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Twenty Six Sunday After Pentecost
Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.  Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just.

Section from  the Epistle of St.Paul to the 
Ephesians (5:8-19(

Ye Brethren: Walk as the children of light:  (For the 
fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness 
and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them.  For it is a shame even 
to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.  
But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the 
light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.  

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest,a nd 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.  See 
then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  

Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what 
the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  Speaking 
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

The Gospel: from St. Luke 
(12:16-21

The Lord Spake this parable; The ground of 
a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 

 And he thought within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because I have no room where 
to bestow my fruits?  

And he said, This will I do: 
 I will put down my barns, and build 

greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits 
and my goods. 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou  hast 
much goods laid up for many years;take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

But God and said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those  things be, which thou hast 
provided?  

So is he that layeth up  treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God. 

 And when he had said these things, he 
cried, He that hath  ears to hear, let him hear.
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TREE OF LIFE 

Two Trees Will Be Placed At The Main Entry Of The Cathedral
One On Each Side

Please Reserve A Leaf Or More 
In Blessed Memory Of Your Loved One

Donation $1000
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Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 

 
The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, was also named Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 
5:27); he was one of the Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:18; Luke 6:45; Acts 1:13), and 
was brother of the Apostle James Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). He was a publican, or tax-
collector for Rome, in a time when the Jews were under the rule of the Roman 
Empire. He lived in the Galilean city of Capernaum. When Matthew heard the voice 
of Jesus Christ: “Come, follow Me” (Mt. 9:9), left everything and followed the 
Savior. Christ and His disciples did not refuse Matthew’s invitation and they visited 
his house, where they shared table with the publican’s friends and acquaintances. 
Like the host, they were also publicans and known sinners. This event disturbed the 
pharisees and scribes a great deal.  
Publicans who collected taxes from their countrymen did this with great profit for 
themselves. Usually greedy and cruel people, the Jews considered them pernicious 
betrayers of their country and religion. The word “publican” for the Jews had the 
connotation of “public sinner” and “idol-worshipper.” To even speak with a tax-
collector was considered a sin, and to associate with one was defilement. But the 
Jewish teachers were not able to comprehend that the Lord had “come to call not 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Mt. 9:13).  
Matthew, acknowledging his sinfulness, repaid fourfold anyone he had cheated, and 
he distributed his remaining possessions to the poor, and he followed after Christ 
with the other apostles. Saint Matthew was attentive to the instructions of the Divine 



Teacher, he beheld His innumerable miracles, he went together with the Twelve 
Apostles preaching to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt. 10:6). He was a 
witness to the suffering, death, and Resurrection of the Savior, and of His glorious 
Ascension into Heaven.  
Having received the grace of the Holy Spirit, which descended upon the Apostles on 
the day of Pentecost, Saint Matthew preached in Palestine for several years. At the 
request of the Jewish converts at Jerusalem, the holy Apostle Matthew wrote his 
Gospel describing the earthly life of the Savior, before leaving to preach the Gospel 
in faraway lands.  
In the order of the books of the New Testament, the Gospel of Matthew comes first. 
Palestine is said to be the place where the Gospel was written. Saint Matthew wrote 
in Aramaic, and then it was translated into Greek. The Aramaic text has not 
survived, but many of the linguistic and cultural-historical peculiarities of the Greek 
translation give indications of it.  
The Apostle Matthew preached among people who were awaiting the Messiah. His 
Gospel manifests itself as a vivid proof that Jesus Christ is the Messiah foretold by 
the prophets, and that there would not be another (Mt. 11:3).  
The preaching and deeds of the Savior are presented by the evangelist in three 
divisions, constituting three aspects of the service of the Messiah: as Prophet and 
Law-Giver (Ch. 5-7), Lord over the world both visible and invisible (Ch. 8-25), and 
finally as High Priest offered as Sacrifice for the sins of all mankind (Ch. 26-27).  
The theological content of the Gospel, besides the Christological themes, includes 
also the teaching about the Kingdom of God and about the Church, which the Lord 
sets forth in parables about the inner preparation for entering into the Kingdom 
(Ch. 5-7), about the worthiness of servers of the Church in the world (Ch. 10-11), 
about the signs of the Kingdom and its growth in the souls of mankind (Ch. 13), 
about the humility and simplicity of the inheritors of the Kingdom (Mt. 18:1-35; 19 
13-30; 20:1-16; 25-27; 23:1-28), and about the eschatological revelations of the 
Kingdom in the Second Coming of Christ within the daily spiritual life of the 
Church (Ch. 24-25).  
The Kingdom of Heaven and the Church are closely interconnected in the spiritual 
experience of Christianity: the Church is the historical embodiment of the Kingdom 
of Heaven in the world, and the Kingdom of Heaven is the Church of Christ in its 
eschatological perfection (Mt. 16:18-19; 28:18-20).  
The holy Apostle brought the Gospel of Christ to Syria, Media, Persia, Parthia, and 
finishing his preaching in Ethiopia with a martyr’s death. This land was inhabited 
by tribes of cannibals with primitive customs and beliefs. The holy Apostle Matthew 
converted some of the idol-worshippers to faith in Christ. He founded the Church 
and built a temple in the city of Mirmena, establishing there his companion Platon 
as bishop.  
When the holy apostle was fervently entreating God for the conversion of the 
Ethiopians the Lord Himself appeared to him in the form of a youth. He gave him a 
staff, and commanded him to plant it at the doors of the church. The Lord said that 
a tree would grow from this staff and it would bear fruit, and from its roots would 
flow a stream of water. When the Ethiopians washed themselves in the water and 
ate the fruit, they lost their wild ways and became gentle and good.  



When the holy apostle carried the staff towards the church, he was met by the wife 
and son of the ruler of the land, Fulvian, who were afflicted by unclean spirits. In 
the Name of Christ the holy apostle healed them. This miracle converted a number 
of the pagans to the Lord. But the ruler did not want his subjects to become 
Christians and cease worshiping the pagan gods. He accused the apostle of sorcery 
and gave orders to execute him.  
They put Saint Matthew head downwards, piled up brushwood and ignited it. When 
the fire flared up, everyone then saw that the fire did not harm Saint Matthew. 
Then Fulvian gave orders to add more wood to the fire, and frenzied with boldness, 
he commanded to set up twelve idols around the fire. But the flames melted the idols 
and flared up toward Fulvian. The frightened Ethiopian turned to the saint with an 
entreaty for mercy, and by the prayer of the martyr the flame went out. The body of 
the holy apostle remained unharmed, and he departed to the Lord.  
The ruler Fulvian deeply repented of his deed, but still he had doubts. By his 
command, they put the body of Saint Matthew into an iron coffin and threw it into 
the sea. In doing this Fulvian said that if the God of Matthew would preserve the 
body of the apostle in the water as He preserved him in the fire, then this would be 
proper reason to worship this One True God.  
That night the Apostle Matthew appeared to Bishop Platon in a dream, and 
commanded him to go with clergy to the shore of the sea and to find his body there. 
The righteous Fulvian and his retinue went with the bishop to the shore of the sea. 
The coffin carried by the waves was taken to the church built by the apostle. Then 
Fulvian begged forgiveness of the holy Apostle Matthew, after which Bishop Platon 
baptized him, giving him the name Matthew in obedience to a command of God.  
Soon Saint Fulvian-Matthew abdicated his rule and became a presbyter. Upon the 
death of Bishop Platon, the Apostle Matthew appeared to him and exhorted him to 
head the Ethiopian Church. Having become a bishop, Saint Fulvian-Matthew toiled 
at preaching the Word of God, continuing the work of his heavenly patron.  
!
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With zeal, you followed Christ the Master, / who in His goodness, appeared on earth to mankind. / 
Summoning you from the custom house, / He revealed you as a chosen apostle: / the proclaimer of the 
Gospel to the whole world! / Therefore, divinely eloquent Matthew, / we honor your precious 
memory! / Entreat merciful God that He may grant our souls remission of transgressions. 
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Casting aside the bonds of the custom house for the yoke of justice, / you were revealed as an 
excellent merchant, rich in wisdom from on high. / You proclaimed the word of truth / and roused 
the souls of the slothful / by writing of the hour of Judgment. 
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Specializing in  
 

 
                

 Commercial/Residential Acquisitions/Dispositions & Financing 
                       

Optimal Realty & Mortgage  
would like to introduce our new associate  

Samer Khoury, Specializing in our East Bay market. 
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