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† Synaxis of the Holy, Glorious and All-praised Twelve Apostles
5678/8/79 43$21$ 0"/.%$ -,+*)$ ('&%$ #"!
Though each of the Twelve Apostles has his own Feast day, on this day they
are commemorated together. Of the Twelve, only St John the Theologian died
in peace; the rest met a martyr's end. Following are their individual feast days
and the manner of their end.!Roman citizens could not be crucified: crucifixion
was considered a shameful death unworthy of a citizen. For this reason the
Apostle Paul was 'privileged' to be beheaded.

Kontakion — Tone 2
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest / and to the enjoyment of Your blessings / the two divinely-inspired preachers, the
leaders of the Apostles, / for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice, / for You alone know what
lies in the hearts of men.

**************************
† Our Father among the Saints Anatolios, Archbishop of Constantinople (458)!
He was a priest from Alexandria. At the 'Robber Council' at Ephesus in 449, Dioscoros,
the monophysite who occupied the Patriarchal throne in Alexandria, had Anatolios
installed as Patriarch of Constantinople, thinking that he would prove an ally.
! But Anatolios quickly emerged as a fervent champion of Orthodoxy: he convened a
council of bishops just before the Council of Chalcedon in 451, at which Pope Leo's
Orthodox "Tome"was approved, though Dioscoros had not allowed it to be read at the
Robber Council.!
! At the Council of Chalcedon, Anatolios condemned Nestorius, Eutyches, and his
frustrated patron Dioscoros. He reposed in peace in 458.
Anatolios is believed to be the author of the 'Anatolian Stichera' found in the weekly
Vespers and Matins services; but these may have been composed by another Anatolios, a
monk and a disciple of St Theodore the Studite.

Apolytikion of Anatolius, Abp. of Constantinople Fourth Tone
A model of faith and the image of gentleness, the example of your life has shown you forth to your sheep-fold to be a master of
temperance. You obtained thus through being lowly, gifts from on high, and riches through poverty. Anatolios, our father and
priest of priests, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.

Kontakion of Anatolius, Abp. of Constantinople Third Tone
Ever bearing in thy soul the shining heavenly Dayspring, which illuminated thee with a divinely-taught wisdom, thou didst shine
as a bright beacon of Orthodoxy, scattering the night of heresy and delusion. Anatolius, our Father, we therefore laud thee as a
great light of the Faith.
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Archiepiscopal Vicar Father George Jweinat
ARCHIMANDRITE OF THE ECUMENICAL THRONE DAMASKINOS ALAZRAI
TheVery Rev. Father Isa Awwad
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Forty Days Memorial For The Handmaid Of God

KARIMEH HANNA RAFIDI

This Sunday July 16th, 2017
By her Beloved Children SALIM RAFIDI, SALWA
KHOURY, NAJWA RAFIDI & MAY RAFIDI & All the
RAFIDI Families in blessed forty days memorial of
Beloved Mother, Grandmother & Great Grandmother
KARIMEH HANNA RAFIDI.
May Her Blessed
Memory Be Eternal
********************************************************
Bread Altar Offering:
The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy
Sanctify of the Divine Liturgy.

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God
and in Congratulations to NIZAR & CHRISTINA
QATAMI on the occasion of the Baptism of their Child
of God JACOB QATAMI.
By JAMILEH MUHAWIEH, HER CHILDREN & HER
FAMILIES in Blessed One Year Memorial of Beloved
Sister In Law, Aunt & Great Aunt GEORGETTE
MUHAWIEH. May Her Blessed Memory Be Eternal.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God
for the continued good health of NASRI MUFARREH.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God
for the continued good health of JULIA GANIM.

Rev. Father Hanna Khoury

Holy Wonderworking Unmercenary Physicians Cosmas
and Damian at Rome
Troparion — Tone 8 Holy unmercenaries and wonderworkers,
Cosmas and Damian, visit our / infirmities. / Freely you have
received; freely give to us.
Kontakion — Tone 2 Having received the grace of healing, / you
grant healing to those in need. / Glorious wonder workers and
physicians, Cosmas and Damian, / visit us and put down the
insolence of our enemies, / and bring healing to the world through
your miracles.

CAMBRIA IS BACK TO OUR CALENDAR OF
EVENT
& By Our Auxiliary
Come ~~ 1st Serve
2 Nights & 3 Days Getaway
2nd Hearst Castle Tour
Stay at the Beautiful

CAMBRIA PINES LODGE
Trip Includes:- Stop In Monterey
- 2nd Tour to Hearst Castle
- Breakfast On The Bus Sat. Aug. 12th,
- Breakfast at the Lodge Sunday Aug. 13th
& Monday Aug. 14th. 2017
- Banquet Dinner @ The Lodge Sunday, Aug. 13th,
- FUN GAMES ON THE BUS..
PLUS MORE & MORE OF SURPRISES !!!!! Payment Is
Due Upon Reserving Your Seat
PLEASE RESERVE BEFORE JULY 9TH...

!!!!!!!!!SOLD OUT!!!!!!!
For More Information Please Call Abla Stephan
@510-367-6065 Or The Church’s Office @650-991-2234

******************************************************************************************

Head Ushers: Maher Haddad,
Ushers: Milad Dalo, Basem Husary & Elias Husary
Head of Altar Boys: Michael Batshon, Altar Boys: Emile
Khoury Jr. Adrian Husary, Jason Arbeed, Issa Kaleh
**************************************************************************************************************
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The Resurrection Troparia (Tone Five) Let us believers
praise and worship the Lord, co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit born of the Virgin for our Salvation. For He
took pleasure in ascending the cross in the flesh to suffer
death, and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO ALL OF OUR PARISH:

PLEASE HELP US SAVE THE HIGH COSTS OF STAMPS,
PAPER & ENVELOPES!
Please immediately email us your
FULL NAME & EMAIL ADDRESS to

stgeorgesf@sbcglobal.net Or Call Betty @ THE CHURCH OFFICE
650-991-2234

to receive our weekly bulletin by email, instead of by regular
mail. (If you do not use email you will continue to receive the
bulletin by regular mail).
VISIT OUR NEW CHURCH WEBSITE!
St. George is pleased to announce the release of its new website
@ www.stgeorgesf.org.
Please visit our website for the latest bulletins, news and
photographs from our Parish and Community!

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Thou, O Lord, will preserve us: and keep us from this
generation. Save me, O Lord; for the godly man ceaseth.

Section from the Epistle of St. Pau l to the
Romans (12:6-14)
Ye Brethren: Having then gifts differing
according to the grace that is given to us,
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according
to the proportion of faith: Or ministry, let us
wait on our ministering; or he that teacheth,
on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with
diligence: he that showeth mercy, with
cheerfulness. Let love be without
dissimulation Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honor preferring one another; Not
slothful in business; fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in
tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
Distributing to the necessity of saints; given
to hospitality. Bless them which persecute
you: Bless, and curse not.
The Gospel: from st. Matthew (9 :1-8)
At that time: Jesus entered into a ship, and
passed over, and came into his own city.
And, behold, they brought to him a man sick
of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing
their faith said unto he sick of the palsy;
Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven
thee.
And, behold, certain of the scribes said
within themselves, This man blasphemeth.
And Jesus knowing their thoughts said,
Wherefore thing ye evil in your hearts?
For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be
forgiven thee, or to say, Arise, and walk?
But that ye may know that the Son of man
hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then
saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take
up thy bed, and go unto thy house.
But when the multitudes saw it, they
marveled, and glorified God, which has
given such power unto men.
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† St Athanasius of Mt
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disciples
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The Holy,
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Every Wednesday & Friday of each month are fasting days unless there is a free week. † Means Fast Day, Ø Marriage is not allowed.

You can eat fish. ! No Memorial Services.

The Holy Glorious and All-Praised
Leaders of the Apostles, Peter and Paul
The Holy Church piously remembers the sufferings of the Holy Glorious and
All-Praised Apostles Peter and Paul.

St. Peter, the fervent follower of Jesus Christ, for the profound confession of
His Divinity: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” was deemed
worthy by the Savior to hear in answer, “Blessed art thou, Simon ... I tell
thee, that thou art Peter [Petrus], and on this stone [petra] I build My
Church” (Mt.16:16-18). On “this stone” [petra], is on that which thou sayest:
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God” it is on this thy confession I
build My Church. Wherefore the “thou art Peter”: it is from the “stone”
[petra] that Peter [Petrus] is, and not from Peter [Petrus] that the “stone”
[petra] is, just as the Christian is from Christ, and not Christ from the
Christian. Do you want to know, from what sort of “rock” [petra] the
Apostle Peter [Petrus] was named? Hear the Apostle Paul: “Brethren, I do

not want ye to be ignorant,” says the Apostle of Christ, “how all our fathers
were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and all were
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all drink the same
spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and
that Rock was Christ” (1 Cor.10: 1-4). Here is the from whence the “Rock”
is Peter.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the final days of His earthly life, in the days of His
mission to the race of man, chose from among the disciples His twelve
Apostles to preach the Word of God. Among them, the Apostle Peter for his
fiery ardor was vouchsafed to occupy the first place (Mt.10:2) and to be as it
were the representative person for all the Church. Therefore it is said to him,
preferentially, after the confession: “I will give unto thee the keys of the
Kingdom of Heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, shall be
bound in the heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth: shall be
loosed in heaven” (Mt.16: 19). Therefore it was not one man, but rather the
One Universal Church, that received these “keys” and the right “to bind and
loosen.” And that it was actually the Church that received this right, and not
exclusively a single person, turn your attention to another place of the
Scriptures, where the same Lord says to all His Apostles, “Receive ye the
Holy Spirit” and further after this, “Whose soever sins ye remit, they are
remitted unto them: and whose soever sins ye retain, are retained” (John 20:
22-23); or: “whatsoever ye bind upon the earth, shall be bound in Heaven:
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosened in heaven”
(Mt.18:18). Thus, it is the Church that binds, the Church that loosens; the
Church, built upon the foundational cornerstone, Jesus Christ Himself (Eph
2:20), doth bind and loosen. Let both the binding and the loosening be
feared: the loosening, in order not to fall under this again; the binding, in
order not to remain forever in this condition. Therefore “Iniquities ensnare a
man, and everyone is bound in the chains of his own sins,” says Wisdom
(Prov 5:22); and except for Holy Church nowhere is it possible to receive the
loosening.
After His Resurrection the Lord entrusted the Apostle Peter to shepherd His
spiritual flock not because, that among the disciples only Peter alone was

pre-deserved to shepherd the flock of Christ, but Christ addresses Himself
chiefly to Peter because, that Peter was first among the Apostles and as such
the representative of the Church; besides which, having turned in this
instance to Peter alone, as to the top Apostle, Christ by this confirms the
unity of the Church. “Simon of John” -- says the Lord to Peter -- “lovest
thou Me?” -- and the Apostle answered: “Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I
love Thee”; and a second time it was thus asked, and a second time he thus
answered; being asked a third time, seeing that as it were not believed, he
was saddened. But how is it possible for him not to believe That One, Who
knew his heart? And wherefore then Peter answered: “Lord, Thou knowest
all; Thou knowest that I love Thee.” “And sayeth Jesus to him” all three
times “Feed My sheep” (John 20:15-17).
Besides this, the triple appealing of the Savior to Peter and the triple
confession of Peter before the Lord had a particular beneficial purpose for
the Apostle. That one, to whom was given “the keys of the kingdom” and
the right “to bind and to loose,” bound himself thrice by fear and cowardice
(Mt.26:69-75), and the Lord thrice loosens him by His appeal and in turn by
his confession of strong love. And to shepherd literally the flock of Christ
was acquired by all the Apostles and their successors. “Take heed, therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock,” the Apostle Paul urges church
presbyters, “over which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the
Church of the God, which He hath purchased with His own blood” (Acts
20:28); and the Apostle Peter to the elders: “Feed the flock of God which is
among you, taking the oversight thereof not by constraint, but willingly: not
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind: neither as being lords over God’s
heritage, but being examples to the flock. And when is appeared the Prince
of pastors, ye will receive unfading crowns of glory” (1 Pet. 5:2-4).
It is remarkable that Christ, having said to Peter: “Feed My sheep,” did not
say: “Feed thy sheep,” but rather to feed, good servant, the sheep of the
Lord. “Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in
the name of Paul?” (1 Cor.1:13). “Feed My sheep”. Wherefore “wolfish
robbers, wolfish oppressors, deceitful teachers and mercenaries, not being
concerned about the flock” (Mt.7:15; Acts 20:29; 2 Pet 2:1; John 10:12),

having plundered a strange flock and making of the spoils as though it be of
their own particular gain, they think that they feed their flock. Such are not
good pastors, as pastors of the Lord. “The good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep” (John 10:11), entrusted to Him by the chief Shepherd Himself (1
Pet 5:4). And the Apostle Peter, true to his calling, gave his soul for the very
flock of Christ, having sealed his apostleship by a martyr’s death, is now
glorified throughout all the world.
The Apostle Paul, formerly Saul, was changed from a robbing wolf into a
meek lamb. Formerly he was an enemy of the Church, then is manifest as an
Apostle. Formerly he stalked it, then preached it. Having received from the
high priests the authority at large to throw all Christians in chains for
execution, he was already on the way, he breathed out “threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1), he thirsted for blood,
but “He that dwells in the Heavens shall laugh him to scorn” (Ps 2:4). When
he, “having persecuted and vexed” in such manner “the Church of God”
(1Cor.15:9; Acts 8:5), he came near Damascus, and the Lord from Heaven
called to him: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” and I am here, and I
am there, I am everywhere: here is My head; there is My body. There
becomes nothing of a surprise in this; we ourselves are members of the Body
of Christ. “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me; it is hard for thee to kick
against the goad” (Acts 9:4-5). Saul, however, “trembling and frightened”,
cried out: “Who art Thou, Lord?” The Lord answered him, “I am Jesus
Whom thou persecutest.”
And Saul suddenly undergoes a change: “What wantest Thou me to do?” -he cries out. And suddenly for him there is the Voice: “Arise, and go to the
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:6). Here the Lord
sends Ananias: “Arise and go into the street” to a man, “by the name of
Saul,” and baptize him, “for this one is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel” (Acts 9: 11,
15, 18). This vessel must be filled with My Grace. “Ananias, however,
answered: Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
hath done to Thy saints in Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from the
chief priests to bind all who call on Thy Name” (Acts 9:13-14). But the Lord

urgently commands Ananias: “Search for and fetch him, for this vessel is
chosen by Me: for I shall show him what great things he must suffer for My
name’s sake” (Acts 9:11, 15-16).
And actually the Lord did show the Apostle Paul what things he had to
suffer for His Name. He instructed him the deeds; He did not stop at the
chains, the fetters, the prisons and shipwrecks; He Himself felt for him in his
sufferings, He Himself guided him towards this day. On a single day the
memory of the sufferings of both these Apostles is celebrated, though they
suffered on separate days, but by the spirit and the closeness of their
suffering they constitute one. Peter went first, and Paul followed soon after
him. Formerly called Saul, and then Paul, having transformed his pride into
humility. His very name (Paulus), meaning “small, little, less,” demonstrates
this. What is the Apostle Paul after this? Ask him, and he himself gives
answer to this: “I am,” says he, “the least of the Apostles... but I have
labored more abundantly than all of them: yet not I, but the grace of God,
which was with me” (1 Cor.15:9-10).
And so, brethren, celebrating now the memory of the holy Apostles Peter
and Paul, remembering their venerable sufferings, we esteem their true faith
and holy life, we esteem the innocence of their sufferings and pure
confession. Loving in them the sublime quality and imitating them by great
exploits, “in which to be likened to them” (2 Thess 3: 5-9), and we shall
attain to that eternal bliss which is prepared for all the saints. The path of our
life before was more grievous, thornier, harder, but “we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12: 1), having passed by
along it, made now for us easier, and lighter, and more readily passable. First
there passed along it “the author and finisher of our faith,” our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself (Heb 12: 2); His daring Apostles followed after Him; then
the martyrs, children, women, virgins and a great multitude of witnesses.
Who acted in them and helped them on this path? He Who said, “Without
Me ye can do nothing” (John 15: 5).
!

The Placing of the Honorable Robe of the
Most Holy Mother of God at Blachernae

The Placing of the Venerable Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos at Blachernae: During the reign
of the Byzantine Emperor Leo the Great (457-474), the brothers Galbius and Candidus, associates
of the emperor, set out from Constantinople to Palestine to venerate the holy places. In a small
settlement near Nazareth they stayed in the home of a certain old Jewish woman. In her house
they noticed a room where many lamps were lit, incense burned, and sick people were gathered.
When they asked her what the room contained, the pious woman did not want to give an answer
for a long time. After persistent requests, she said that she had a very precious sacred item: the
Robe of the Mother of God, which performed many miracles and healings. Before Her Dormition
the Most Holy Virgin bequeathed one of her garments to a pious Jewish maiden, an ancestor of
the old woman, instructing her to leave it to another virgin after her death. Thus, the Robe of the
Mother of God was preserved in this family from generation to generation.
The jewelled chest, containing the sacred Robe, was transferred to Constantinople. Saint
Gennadius, Patriarch of Constantinople (August 31), and the emperor Leo, having learned of the
sacred treasure, were convinced of the incorrupt state of the holy Robe, and they certified its
authenticity. At Blachernae, near the seacoast, a new church in honor of the Mother of God was
constructed. On June 2, 458 Saint Gennadius transferred the sacred Robe into the Blachernae
church with appropriate solemnity, placing it within a new reliquary.

Afterwards, the maphorion (i.e., the outer robe) of the Mother of God, and part of Her belt were
also put into the reliquary with Her Robe. This circumstance also influenced the Orthodox
iconography of the Feast, in connecting the two events: the Placing of the Robe, and the Placing
of the Belt of the Mother of God in Blachernae. The Russian pilgrim Stephen of Novgorod,
visiting Constantinople in about the year 1350, testifies: “We arrived at Blachernae, where the
Robe lies upon an altar in a sealed reliquary.”
More than once, during the invasion of enemies, the Most Holy Theotokos saved the city to
which She had given Her holy Robe. Thus it happened during the time of a siege of
Constantinople by the Avars in 626, by the Persians in 677, and by the Arabs in the year 717.
Especially relevant for us are events of the year 860, intimately connected with the history of the
Russian Church.
On June 18, 860 the Russian fleet of Prince Askold, a force comprising more than 200 ships, laid
waste the coastal regions of the Black Sea and the Bosphorus, then entered into the Golden Horn
and threatened Constantinople. The Russian ships sailed within sight of the city, setting ashore
troops who “proceeded before the city, stretching forth their swords.” The emperor Michael III
(842-867), interrupted his campaign against the Arabs and returned to the capital. All night he
prayed prostrated upon the stone tiles of the church of the Mother of God at Blachernae. The holy
Patriarch Photius spoke to his flock, calling for tears of repentance to wash away sins, and to seek
the intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos with fervent prayer.
The danger grew with each passing hour. “The city was barely able to stand against a spear,” says
Patriarch Photius in another of his homilies. Under these conditions the decision was made to
save the church’s sacred objects, especially the holy Robe of the Mother of God, which was kept
in the Blachernae church, not far from the shore.
After serving an all-night Vigil, and taking it out from the Blachernae church, they carried the
sacred Robe of the Mother of God in a procession around the city walls. They dipped its edge into
the waters of the Bosphorus, and then they transported it to the center of Constantinople into the
church of Hagia Sophia. The Mother of God protected the city and quelled the fury of the Russian
warriors. An honorable truce was concluded, and Askold lifted the siege of Constantinople.
On June 25 the Russian army began to leave, taking with them a large tribute payment. A week
afterwards, on July 2, the wonderworking Robe of the Mother of God was solemnly returned to
its place in the reliquary of the Blachernae church. In remembrance of these events an annual
feastday of the Placing of the Robe of the Mother of God was established on July 2 by holy
Patriarch Photius.
Soon, in October-November of the year 860, a Russian delegation arrived in Constantinople to
conclude a treaty “in love and peace.” Some of the conditions of the peace treaty included articles
concerning the Baptism of Kievan Rus, the payment of an annual tribute by the Byzantines to the
Russians, permission for them to serve with the Byzantine army, an agreement to trade in the
territory of the Empire (primarily in Constantinople), and to send a diplomatic mission to
Byzantium.
Most important was the point about the Baptism of Rus. The continuator of the Byzantine
“Theophanes Chronicles” relates that “their delegation arrived in Constantinople with a request
for them to receive holy Baptism, which also was fulfilled.” An Orthodox mission was sent to
Kiev to fulfill this mutual wish of the Russians and the Greeks. Not very long before this (in 855)

Saint Cyril the Philosopher (February 14 and May 11) had created a Slavonic alphabet and
translated the Gospel. Saint Cyril was sent with his brother, Saint Methodius (April 6 and May
11), on a mission to Kiev with books translated into Slavonic. This was at the initiative of Saint
Photius, whose student Saint Cyril was. The brothers spent the winter of 860/861 at Cherson, and
in the spring of 861 they were at the River Dniepr, with Prince Askold.
Prince Askold was faced with a difficult choice, just as holy Prince Vladimir faced: both the Jews
on the one hand, and the Moslems on the other, wanted him to accept their faith. But under the
influence of Saint Cyril, the prince chose Orthodoxy. At the end of the year 861, Saints Cyril and
Methodius returned to Constantinople and carried letters with them from Prince Askold to
Emperor Michael III. Askold thanked the emperor for sending him “such men, who showed by
both word and by example, that the Christian Faith is holy.” “Persuaded that this is the true
Faith,” Askold further wrote, “we bid them to baptize in the hope that we may also attain sanctity.
We are all friends of the Kingdom and prepared to be of service to you, as requested.”
Askold accepted holy Baptism with the name Nicholas, and many of his retinue were also
baptized. Directly from Constantinople, the capital of Orthodoxy, through the efforts of the holy
Apostles to the Slavs both the Slavonic divine services and the Slavonic written language arrived
in Rus.
Saint Photius appointed Metropolitan Michael to Kiev, and the Russian metropolitan district was
entered into the lists of dioceses of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Patriarch Photius in an
encyclical of the year 867 called the Baptism of the Bulgarians and the Russians as among the
chief accomplishments of his archpastoral service. “The Russians, who lifted their hand against
the Roman might,” he wrote, almost quoting literally from the missive of Askold, “have now
replaced the impious teaching which they held to formerly, with the pure and genuine Christian
Faith, and with love having established themselves in the array of our friends and subjects.” (The
Byzantines counted as “subjects” all accepting Baptism from Constantinople and entering into
military alliance with the Empire.) “The desire and zeal of faith has flared up within them to such
an extent, that they have accepted bishops and pastors, and they embrace Christian sanctity with
great zeal and fervor.”
The Feast of the Placing of the Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos in Blachernae also marks the
canonical establishment of the Russian Orthodox metropolitanate in Kiev. By the blessing of the
Mother of God and by the miracle from Her holy Robe not only was the deliverence of
Constantinople from the most terrible siege in all its history accomplished, but also the liberation
of the Russians from the darkness of pagan superstition to life eternal. Together with this, the year
860 brought recognition to Kievan Rus from Byzantium, and signified the emergence of the
young Russian realm into the arena of history.
The attempt of Prince Askold to renew the Christian evangelization begun by the holy Apostle
Andrew the First-Called, which he intended as a religious and state reform, ended unsuccessfully.
The time for the spread of Christianity in the Russian Land had not yet come. The adherents of
the old paganism were too strong, and the princely power was too weak. In the clash of Askold
with the pagan Oleg in 882 the Kievans betrayed their prince. Askold, lured into the camp of his
enemies for talks, received a martyr’s death at the hand of hired killers.
But the deed of Blessed Askold (the Ioakimov Chronicle calls him such) was not extinguished in
the Russian Church. Oleg the Sage, who killed Askold, occupied the Kiev princedom after him,
and called Kiev the “Mother of Russian Cities.”

The most ancient chronicles of Kiev preserved the grateful memory of the first Kievan Christian
prince: the church of the Prophet of God Elias, built by Askold and later mentioned in Igor’s
Treaty with the Greeks (in 944), is on the site where the present church of this name now stands,
and there is also the church of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, built in the 950s by Saint Olga
over Askold’s grave.
The most important achievement of Askold, entering forever into the Church inheritance not only
of Rus, but of also all Orthodox Slavs, is the Slavonic Gospel and Slavonic services, translated by
Saints Cyril and Methodius. Their apostolic activity among the Slavs began in Kiev at the court
of Askold in 861, and continued afterwards in Moravia and Bulgaria. Following Blessed Askold,
in the words of the ancient Alphabetic Prayers, “the Slavonic tribe now soars in flight, all striving
toward Baptism.”
Several outstanding works of Byzantine Church hymnology and homiletics are connected with
the miracle of the Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos at Blachernae. There are two homilies of
Saint Photius, one of which he preached within days of the siege of Constantinople, and the other
soon after the departure of the Russian forces. Also associated with the campaign of Askold
against Constantinople is the composition of a remarkable “Akathist to the Most Holy
Theotokos,” which certain Church histories ascribe also to holy Patriarch Photius. This Akathist
forms an integral part of the services of Praise to the Most Holy Theotokos (i.e., the “Saturday of
the Akathist,” Fifth Saturday of Great Lent).
It is not only Byzantine sources that relate the events of the year 860, but also Russian historical
chronicles. Saint Nestor the Chronicler, stressing the significance of the Russian campaign
against Constantinople, notes that from this time “it was begun to be called the Russian Land.”
Certain of the chronicles, among them the Ioakimov and Nikonov, preserved accounts of the
Baptism of Prince Askold and Kievan Rus after the campaign against Constantinople. The
popular commemoration of this event is firmly associated with the names of the Kievan princes
Askold and Dir, although in the opinion of historians, Dir was prince of Kiev somewhat earlier
than Askold.
The veneration of the feast of the Placing of the Robe was long known in the Russian Church.
Saint Andrew Bogoliubsky (July 4) built a church in honor of this feastday in the city of Vladimir
at the Golden Gates. At the end of the fourteenth century, part of the Robe of the Mother of God
was transferred from Constantinople to Rus by Saint Dionysius, Archbishop of Suzdal (June 26).
The holy Robe of the Mother of God, which previously saved Constantinople, later saved
Moscow from hostilities. Tatars of the Horde of the princeling Mazovshi approached the walls of
Moscow in the summer of 1451. Saint Jonah, Metropolitan of Moscow, with constant prayer and
church services, encouraged the defenders of the capital. On the night of July 2, the Chronicle
relates, great confusion occurred within the Tatar camp. The enemy abandoned their plundered
goods and speedily departed in disarray. In memory of the miraculous deliverance of Moscow,
Saint Jonah built the church of the Placing of the Robe in the Kremlin, making it his primary
church. It burned, but in its place in the years 1484-1486 a new church, also dedicated to the
Feast of the Placing of the Robe of the Mother of God, was built thirty years later. This temple,
standing at present, continued to serve as the primary church of Russian metropolitans and
patriarchs until the cathedral of the Twelve Apostles was built under Patriarch Nikon.
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St. Andrew the Archbishop of Crete
Saint Andrew, Archbishop of Crete, was born in the city of Damascus
into a pious Christian family. Up until seven years of age the boy was
mute and did not talk. However, after communing the Holy Mysteries of
Christ he found the gift of speech and began to speak. And from that
time the lad began earnestly to study Holy Scripture and the discipline
of theology.

At fourteen years of age he went off to Jerusalem and there he accepted
monastic tonsure at the monastery of Saint Sava the Sanctified. Saint
Andrew led a strict and chaste life, he was meek and abstinent, such
that all were amazed at his virtue and reasoning of mind. As a man of
talent and known for his virtuous life, over the passage of time he came
to be numbered among the Jerusalem clergy and was appointed a
secretary for the Patriarchate -- a writing clerk. In the year 680 the
locum tenens of the Jerusalem Patriarchate, Theodore, included
archdeacon Andrew among the representatives of the Holy City sent to

the Sixth Ecumenical Council, and here the saint contended against
heretical teachings, relying upon his profound knowledge of Orthodox
doctrine. Shortly after the Council he was summoned back to
Constantinople from Jerusalem and he was appointed archdeacon at
the church of Hagia Sophia, the Wisdom of God. During the reign of the
emperor Justinian II (685-695) Saint Andrew was ordained bishop of
the city of Gortineia on the island of Crete. In his new position he shone
forth as a true luminary of the Church, a great hierarch -- a theologian,
teacher and hymnographer.
Saint Andrew wrote many liturgical hymns. He was the originator of a
new liturgical form -- the canon. Of the canons composed by him the
best known is the Great Penitential Canon, including within its 9 odes
the 250 troparia recited during the Great Lent. In the First Week of
Lent at the service of Compline it is read in portions (thus called
“methymony” [trans. note: from the useage in the service of Compline
of the “God is with us”, in Slavonic the “S’nami Bog”, or in Greek
“Meth’ Humon ho Theos”, from which derives “methymony”], and
again on Thursday of the Fifth Week at the All-night Vigil during
Matins.
Saint Andrew of Crete gained renown with his many praises of the AllPure Virgin Mary. To him are likewise ascribed: the Canon for the feast
of the Nativity of Christ, three odes for the Compline of Palm Sunday
and also in the first four days of Holy Passion Week, as well as verses
for the feast of the Meeting of the Lord, and many another church
hymns. His hymnographic tradition was continued by the churchly
great melodists of following ages: Saints John of Damascus, Cosma of
Maium, Joseph the Melodist, Theophan the Written-upon. There have
also been preserved edifying Sermons of Saint Andrew for certain of the
Church feasts.
Church historians are not of the same opinion as to the date of death of
the saint. One suggests the year 712, while others -- the year 726. He
died on the island of Mytilene, while returning to Crete from
Constantinople, where he had been on churchly business. His relics
were transferred to Constantinople. In the year 1350 the pious Russian
pilgrim Stephen Novgorodets saw the relics at the Constantinople
monastery named for Saint Andrew of Crete.

Troparion — Tone 5
Like the Prophet David / You sang a new song / In
the assembly of the righteous. / As an initiate of the
Holy Spirit / You thundered forth your hymns of
grace / And the word of righteousness for our
salvation, / O Andrew, glory of the fathers.
Kontakion — Tone 2
You sounded forth divine melodies like a trumpet /
And were a bright lamp for the world. / You shone
with the light of the Trinity, O righteous Andrew. /
Therefore we cry to you: Ever intercede for us all!
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