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The Nativity Of The Most Holy Theotokos Wed. Sept 21st
Apolytikion (Tone 4) Your birth, O Theotokos, brought joy to the whole world, for from you dawned
the sun of righteousness, Christ our God. Freeing us from the curse, He gave us His blessings.
Abolishing death, He granted us eternal life.

Elevation of the Cross Tuesday, Sep. 27
Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to
come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (Luke 9:23)
Let all the trees of the wood, planted from the beginning of time, rejoice; for their nature hath
been sanctified by the stretching of Christ on the Tree.
Wherefore, now, we worship Him, lifted up, and magnify Him.
The Elevation of the Holy Cross is one of the Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, celebrated on
Sep 27th. This feast is also referred to as the Exaltation of the Cross. This feast commemorates two events: *The finding of the Cross by
the Empress Helen (the mother of St. Constantine the Great) on Golgotha in 326 AD, the place where Christ was crucified. On the spot
where the Cross was discovered, St. Helen had found a hitherto unknown flower of rare beauty and fragrance, which has been named
"Vasiliko," or Basil, meaning the flower of royalty. Note that the word "Vasiliko" means "of the King," since the word "Basileus" in
Greek means "King"; so, the plant Vasiliko, Basil, is tied to the Precious Cross of the King of Glory, our Lord Jesus Christ.Underneath
the Basil, the Cross of Christ was found, but with it were the other two crosses, those used to crucify the two thieves on either side of
Christ. The sign with the inscription, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews", also lay among the three crosses. In order to determine
which one was the true cross, a sick woman was told to kiss each of the three crosses. The woman kissed the first cross with no result.
She kissed the second cross and again nothing happened. However, when the ailing woman kissed the True Cross, she was immediately
made well. It so happened that a funeral procession was passing that way, and so the body of the dead man was placed on each of the
crosses, and when it was placed on the True Cross, the dead man came to life — thus the name the “Life-Giving” Cross, which gives life
not only to that man, but to each person who believes in the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross and His all-glorious three day
Resurrection.When the true Cross was identified, it was lifted on high for all the people to see, who then continually sang Kyrie eleison, a
practice which is still enacted at current celebrations of this feast. *The recovery of the Cross on which Jesus Christ was crucified from
the Persians. The Persians had captured the True Cross as a prize of war when they sacked Jerusalem in 614 AD. It was recovered by the
forces of the Byzantine Empire (Eastern Roman Empire) in 627 AD, when Emperor Heraclius decisively defeated the Sassanid Persians
at The Battle of Nineveh, surrounding their capital Ctesiphon, recovering the True Cross, and breaking the power of the Sassanid
dynasty.
*****************************************************************************************************************

A Message To All Our Ladies Who Are Going To Yosemite This Sunday 9/25/2016
PLEASE BE AT ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH @ 9:00 am Bus Will Leave @ 10:00 am SHARP
Wishing You All A Safe & Enjoyable Trip ~~~ God Bless You All
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!""""""""""""""""""""""##""""""""""""""""

St. George Orthodox Church
399 San Fernando Way
San Francisco, Ca 94127

St. George Orthodox Church
San Francisco
Matins 12 Noon
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Liturgy 12:30 pm

Archiepiscopal Vicar Father George Jweinat
ARCHIMANDRITE OF THE ECUMENICAL THRONE DAMASKINOS ALAZRAI

TheVery Rev. Father Isa Awwad

Bread Altar Offering:
The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy Sanctify of
the Divine Liturgy.

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to
God for the continued good health and speedy
recovery of SAMI KHOURY.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to
God for the continued good health & Speedy Recovery
of RENE QARE.
By SALWA KHARSA & Family in blessed 36 years
memorial of Beloved Husband, Father & Grandfather
HANNA KHALIL KHARSA; Also for the repose Of
Beloved Daughter & Sister GHADA KHARSA
ROMAN. May Their Blessed Memory Be Eternal.
By MILAD & ODETTE DALU in Thanksgiving to
God and in Congratulations to Their Beloved Son
SALIBA DALU on the occasion of the Elevation Of
The Cross Day
By the St. George Parish Family for the continued
good health of NABEEHA SAHOURIEH.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to
God for the continued good health of NICOLAS
SHATARA.

Rev. Father Hanna Khoury

Kontakion Tone 4- As Thou was mercifully crucified for
our sake, grant mercy to those who are called by Thy
name; make all Orthodox Christians glad by Thy power,
granting them victories over their adversaries, by
bestowing on them the invincible trophy,
Thy weapon of peace
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By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to
god for the continued good health of FAYEQ
KHOURI.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to
God for the continued good health of JAMILEH
BAJJALIEH.
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to
God for the continued good health of JULIA
HANNON.
***********************

Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad, Basem & Elias Husary &
Milad Dalo
Altar Boys: Michael Batshon, Sami Khoury Jr., Jason
Arbeed & Omar Jweinat
************************************************************************************************************************

Troparion Tone 1 - O Lord, save Thy people and bless
Thine inheritance. Grant victories to the Orthodox
Christians over their adversaries; and by the virtue of Thy
Cross, preserve Thy habitation
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SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTED AGAIN
LAST Sunday September 18th, 2016- All
Children Be There @12:00 Noon
Parents must fill an application form
**********************************************

The St. George’s
Would Appreciate Your Donation of
Altar BreadK CoffeeK
Cups Cream & Napkins
For The Memorial Services Of Your Loved Ones
Or For Coffee Hour ….
Also If Your Would Like
Thank you

The Sunday Before the Elevation of
the Cross
Save, O Lord, thy people and bless thine inheritance. Unto thee will I
cry, O Lord, my God.

Section from the Epistle of St.Paul to the
Galatians (6:11 to end)
Ye Brethren: See what a letter I have written
unto you with mine own hand.
As many as desire to make a fair show in the
flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only
lest they should suffer persecution for the cross
of Christ.
For neither they themselves who are circumcised
keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised,
that they may glory in your flesh.But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature.
And as many as walk according to this rule,
peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the
Israel of God
From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I
bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.
Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen

The Gospel: from St. John ( 3:13-17)
The Lord Saith:No man hath ascended into
heaven, but he that came down from heaven,
even the Son of man which is in heaven.
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up:
That whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent no his son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.
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ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
19TH ANNUAL MIDDLE EASTERN
JERUSALEM FESTIVAL
SATURDAY & SUNDAY - November 5th – 6th 2016
Preparations for our upcoming Festival are already underway with many dedicated volunteers working
diligently to ensure that this Festival will be even more successful than in previous years. Volunteers of all
ages are needed, but we also would like to ask our Parish members to help by donating money, food
items, supplies, soft drinks and other beverages in order to help reduce the overall cost of our
Festival. Following are some of the items needed:
Quantity
Description
Donation
Parishioner
7 Bags - 50 lbs.

Charcoal

$125

Coffee / Tea

$125

6 Cases
Four – 5 Gallon

Juice for Youth Activities
Ground, Mixed and Spiced Hummus

$125
$250

6 Cases - Misc.

Snacks for Youth Activities

$300

Three – 5 Gallon

Mixed and Spiced Falafel

$300

40 Cases

Water – 16 oz.

$275

200 lbs.

Skinless, Boneless Chicken

$500

30 Cases

Assorted Soda – 12 oz.

$300

1000 Pieces

Paper Plates, Napkins, Forks etc.

$300

Rasmi & Bahjeh
Zeidan
Samir & Norma
Totah
Milad & Odette Dalu

100 Dozen

Jumbo Tortilla/Lavash Bread

$400

Rhonda Ammari

150 lbs.

Hamburger - Ground Beef

$500

Shehadeh & Julia
Ganim

5 Cases – Each

Lettuce, Onions, Lemon, Parsley, Cucumber

$500

200 lbs.

Shawarma Meat

$700

Sami & Suad Khoury

400 Pieces

Kubeh

$500

Salem & Antoinette
Mufarreh

$250.00

Alice Dudum

Grape Leaves

Nadia Mizirawi
Maher Haddad
Maha Sweiss
Jawad & Violette
Jaber
!!
Nabeeh E. Shamieh
Ziadeh & Abla
Shamieh
Afif & Najwa Baba

Please contact the Church office at 415-334-2234

To let us know how you would like to help.
We Received Cash Donations from: Clemance Harb, Suleiman & Zahra Zeidan
(THANK YOU & GOD BLESS YOU) YOUR HELP IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Feast of the Nativity of Our Most Holy
Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin
Mary
SEPTEMBER 21
Introduction
The Feast of the
Nativity of Our Most
Holy
Lady,
the
Theotokos and EverVirgin
Mary
is
celebrated
on
September 8 each
year.
The
Feast
commemorates
the
birth of the Mother of
Jesus
Christ,
our
Lord.
Background
The birth and early
life of the Virgin Mary
is not recorded in the
Gospels or other books
of the New Testament,
however
this
information can be
found in a work dating
from
the
second
century known as the
Book of James or
Protevangelion.
According to the story
found in this book,
Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, were childless for many years. They remained
faithful to God, but their prayers for a child were unanswered. One day, when
Joachim came to the temple to make an offering, he was turned away by the High
Priest who chastised him for his lack of children. To hide his shame, Joachim
retreated to the hill country to live among the shepherds and their flocks.

As Joachim was praying, his wife Anna was praying at the same time at their house
in Jerusalem. An angel appeared to both of them and announced that Anna would
have a child whose name would be known throughout the world. Anna promised to
offer her child as a gift to the Lord. Joachim returned home, and in due time Anna
bore a daughter, Mary.
Icon of the Feast
The icon of the Nativity of the Thetokos presents to us the central figures of Saints
Joachim (2) and Anna (1), Mary's parents, and the Mother of our Lord as an infant.
Saint Anna is in the middle of the icon with her right hand extended toward her
daughter (3). Likewise, Saint Joachim, Mary's father, is gazing upon the young
child with his right hand extended toward her (3). Anna is surrounded by
attendants who have assisted with the birth.

1. Saint Anna, Mother of the Theotokos,
offered her child as a gift to the Lord.

2. Saint Joachim,
Theotokos.

Father

of

the

3.
Both
Saint
Anna
and
Saint
childless for many years, present their child.

Joachim

who

were

The icon directs attention to Mary as the central figure in this feast (4). It also
acknowledges the joy that was felt by Joachim and Anna as new parents with a child
received through a promise from God. The liturgical texts of the feast acknowledge
this joy and confirm the special role of Mary as the Mother of the Incarnate God,
Jesus Christ. In this event, another step is made in sacred history in preparation for
the entrance of Christ into the world.

4. The central figure of the feast, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary (detail).
The icon and the feast also acknowledge a transition from barrenness to life. This
was but another foreshadowing of what would be offered through Christ, the
transformation from death to eternal life.
Hymns of the Feast
Apolytikion (Fourth Tone)
Your birth, O Theotokos, brought joy to the whole world, for from you dawned the
sun of righteousness, Christ our God. Freeing us from the curse, He gave us His
blessings. Abolishing death, He granted us eternal life.
Kontakion (Fourth Tone)
In your holy birth, Immaculate One, Joachim and Anna were rid of the shame of
childlessness; Adam and Eve of the corruption of death. And so your people, free of
the guilt of their sins, celebrate crying: "The barren one gives birth to the
Theotokos, who nourishes our life."
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