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THIS SUNDAY IS 
The Beheading of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner, 

and Baptist John
Is also a strict fast day because of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint.

The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner of the Lord, John the Baptist: The Evangelists 
Matthew (Mt.14:1-12) and Mark (Mark 6:14-29) provide accounts about the martyric end of 
John the Baptist in the year 32 after the Birth of Christ. Following the Baptism of the Lord, St 
John the Baptist was locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch (ruler of one fourth of 
the Holy Land) and governor of Galilee. (After the death of king Herod the Great, the Romans 
divided the territory of Palestine into four parts, and put a governor in charge of each part. 
Herod Antipas received Galilee from the emperor Augustus). The prophet of God John openly 
denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife, the daughter of the Arabian king Aretas, and 
then instead cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20). On his 
birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, 
the daughter of Herod, danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl, 
he swore to give her whatever she would ask, up to half his kingdom.

The vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given the head of John the Baptist on a platter. 
Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He also 
feared the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the guests and his careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the 
head of St John and to give it to Salome.
According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher of repentance once more opened and proclaimed: “Herod, you should 
not have the wife of your brother Philip.” Salome took the platter with the head of St John and gave it to her mother. The 
frenzied Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the prophet with a needle and buried his holy head in a unclean place. But 
the pious Joanna, wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, buried the head of John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of 
Olives, where Herod had a parcel of land. (The Uncovering of the Venerable Head is celebrated (February 24). The holy body 
of John the Baptist was taken that night by his disciples and buried at Sebastia, there where the wicked deed had been done.
After the murder of St John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a certain time. Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later 
sent Jesus Christ to him, Whom he mocked (Luke 23:7-12).
The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even during their earthly life. Salome, crossing the River 
Sikoris in winter, fell through the ice. The ice gave way in such a way that her body was in the water, but her head was trapped 
above the ice. It was similar to how she once had danced with her feet upon the ground, but now she flailed helplessly in the 
icy water. Thus she was trapped until that time when the sharp ice cut through her neck.
Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as once they had brought them the head of St 
John the Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in revenge for the disrespect shown his daughter, made war against Herod. The 
defeated Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-41) and was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, 
and then to Spain.  The Beheading of St John the Baptist, a Feast day established by the Church, is also a strict fast day 
because of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint. In some Orthodox cultures pious people will not eat food 
from a flat plate, use a knife, or eat food that is round in shape on this day.
Today the Church makes remembrance of Orthodox soldiers killed on the field of battle, as established in 1769 at the time of 
Russia’s war with the Turks and the Poles.
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Bread Altar Offering: 
The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy Sanctify of 
the Divine Liturgy. 

By The St. George Parish Family is deeply saddened by the 
passing into eternal life our Brother in Christ FUAD 
KHALIL SHAMIEH. Our Deepest sympathies to His 
Beloved Wife MUNTAHA & ALL the SHAMIEH Families.  
May His Blessed Memory Be Eternal.
 
By JACKIE DABAI & Her Children SAM, STEVE, PETER 
& RITA , NICOLAS & JENNY, Grandchildren ALEXA, 
NATALIA, OLIVIA, THOMAS & CAROLINE DABAI in 
blessed 2 years memorial of  Beloved Husband, Father & 
Grandfather SAMIR DABAI. May his blessed memory be 
eternal.

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of NICOLAS SHATARA. 

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to god for 
the continued good health of FAYEQ KHOURI.

***********************

Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad, Basem & Elias Husary & 
Milad Dalo
Altar Boys: Michael Batshon, Jason Arbeed, Adrian Husary, 
Issa Kaleh & Omar Jweinat

****************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Apostle Titus of the Seventy and Bishop of Crete
Saint Titus, Apostle of the Seventy was a native of the 
island of Crete, the son of an illustrious pagan. In his 
youth he studied Hellenistic philosophy and the ancient 
poets. Preoccupied by the sciences, Titus led a virtuous 
life, not devoting himself to the vices and passions 
characteristic of the majority of pagans. He preserved 
his virginity, as the Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-
bearer testifies of him. For such a manner of life the 
Lord did not leave him without His help. At age twenty
 

St Titus heard a voice in a dream, suggesting that he abandon Hellenistic 
wisdom, which could not provide salvation for his soul, but rather to seek 
that which would save him. After this dream, St Titus waited yet another 
year, since it was not actually a command, but it did guide him to 
familiarize himself with the teachings of the prophets of God. The first that 
he happened to read was the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. Having opened it 
to the 47th Chapter, he was struck by the words, speaking as it were about 
his own spiritual condition. When news reached Crete about the 
appearance of a Great Prophet in Palestine, and about the great miracles 
He worked, the governor of the island of Crete (an uncle of Titus) sent him 
there. This Prophet was the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, incarnate of the 
Most Holy Virgin Mary Who came into the world for the redemption of the 
race of mankind from the oppression of ancestral sin. At Jerusalem, St Titus 
saw the Lord. He heard His preaching and believed in Him. He witnessed 
the suffering and death of the Savior on the Cross, His glorious 
Resurrection and Ascension to Heaven. On the day of Pentecost the future 
apostle heard how the Twelve Apostles, after the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
spoke in various languages, among which was the Cretan language (Acts 2: 
11).  St Titus accepted Baptism from the Apostle Paul and became his 
closest disciple. He accompanied St Paul on his missionary journeys, 
fulfilling the tasks entrusted to him. He was involved in establishing new 

churches, and was with Paul in Jerusalem.  St Titus was numbered among 
the Seventy Apostles and was made Bishop of Crete by the Apostle Paul. 
Around the year 65, not long before his second imprisonment, the Apostle 
Paul sent a pastoral epistle to his son in the Faith (Tit. 1: 4). When the 
Apostle Paul was taken like a criminal to Rome to stand trial before Caesar, 
St Titus left his flock in Crete for a time and went to Rome to be of service to 
his spiritual Father. After St Paul’s death by martyrdom, Titus returned to 
Gortyna, the chief city of Crete. St Titus peacefully guided his flock and 
toiled at enlightening the pagans with the light of faith in Christ. He was 
granted the gift of wonder-working by the Lord. During one of the pagan 
feasts in honor of the goddess Diana, Titus preached to a crowd of pagans. 
When he saw that they would not listen to him, he prayed to the Lord, so 
that the Lord Himself would show to the mistaken people the falseness of 
idols. By the prayer of St Titus, the idol of Diana fell down and shattered 
before the eyes of all. Another time St Titus prayed that the Lord would not 
permit the completion of a temple of Zeus, and it collapsed. By such 
miracles St Titus brought many to faith in Christ. After bringing the light of 
faith to the surrounding regions, St Titus died peacefully at the age of 97. At 
the time of his death, his face shone like the sun.

DINNER Sponsored By 
The St. George Orthodox Club

This Friday Sep. 9th, 2016 @ 7:00 pm
BRING A FRIEND WITH YOU !!

***************************************************************************************

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS
Act Now and Enjoy 

2 Nights & 
3 day Getaway 

To 
YOSEMITE 
& 

CHUKCHANSI GOLD RESORT
Magnificent  Views & Fun On The Bus
September 25th-26th-27th, 2016

Dead Line For Reservation  August 15th, 2016 
Bus Will Leave From St. George   @ 10:00 SHARP
To Reserve & For More Information Please 

Abla @ 510-367-6065
Or The Church’s Office @415-334-2234

First Come First Serve …..   FEW SEATS LEFT.. 
��������������

The St. George’s  
Would Appreciate Your 

Donation  of  Altar Bread!  
Coffee! Cups Cream  & Napkins 
For The Memorial Services  Of 
Your Loved Ones Or For Coffee 

Hour  …. Thank you 



Beheading Of the Glorious Forerunner 
John The Baptist Sunday

Sing praises to our God, sing  ye: sing praises to our king, sing  ye.  
O clap your hands, all ye nations.

Section from the  Epistle of  St. Paul to the 
Romans  (13: 11 to end; 14:1-4)

YE Brethren: Now our salvation is nearer than when 
we believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: 
Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armour of light.Let us walk honestly, as in the 
day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness, not in strife and envying:But put ye on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.Him that is weak in the 
faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.For one 
believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, 
eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that 
eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him 
that eateth: for God hath received him.Who aret thou that 
judgest another man's servant? to his own manster he 
standeth of falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is 
able to make him stand.

The Gospel from St. Mark (6:14-30)
And others said: It is Elias. But others said: it is a 
prophet, as one of the prophets. Which Herod hearing said: 
John whom I beheaded he is risen again from the dead.  For 
Herod himself had sent and apprehended John, and bound 
him in prison for the sake of Herodias the wife of Philip his 
brother, because he had married her.  For John said to 
Herod: it is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife.  
Now Herodias laid snares for him: and was desirous to put 
him to death, and could not.   For Herod feared Joh, 
knowing him to be a just and holy man; and kept him, and 
when he heard him, did many things: and her heard him 
willingly.And when a convenient day was come, Herod made 
a supper for his birthday, for the princes, and tribunes, and 
chief men of Galilee.  And when the daughter of the same 
Herodias had come in, and had danced, and please Herod, 
and them that were at table with him, the king said to the 
damsel: Ask of me what thou wilt, and I will give it thee.   
And he swore to her: 
Whatsoever thou shalt aske I will give thee, though it be the 
half of my kingdom. Who when she was gone out, said to her 
mother, what shall I ask?  But she said, The head of John the 
Baptist.And when she was come in immediately with haste to 
the king, she asked saying: I will that forthwith thou give me 
in a dish, the head of John the Baptist.  And the king was 
struck sad.  Yet because of his oath, and because of them that 
were with him at table, he would not displease her:  But 
sending an executioner, he commanded that his head should 
be brought in a dish.  And he beheaded him in the prison, 
and brought his head in a dish; and gave it to the damsel, 
and the damsel gave it to her mother. 
Which his disciples hearing, came, and took his body and 
laid it in a tomb. 
And the Apostles coming together unto Jesus, related to him 
all things that they had done and taught. 
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The Placing of the Honorable Sash of the 
Most Holy Theotokos 

 

Reading:  

Although the historical accounts differ somewhat, the Deposition that is celebrated today 
took place most likely during the reign of Emperor Arcadius (395-408), when the 
precious Cincture of the Mother of God was brought from Zela of Cappadocia to 
Constantinople, and placed in the Church of the Theotokos in the section of Chalcopratia. 

Apolytikion of Venerable Sash of the Theotokos in the Plagal of the Fourth Tone  

O Ever-Virgin Theotokos, shelter of mankind, thou hast bestowed upon thy people a 
mighty investure, even thine immaculate body's raiment and sash, which by thy seedless 
childbirth have remained incorrupt; for in thee nature and time are made new. Wherefore, 
we implore thee to grant peace to the world, and great mercy to our souls. 

Kontakion of Venerable Sash of the Theotokos in the Second Tone  

Thy precious sash, O Theotokos, which encompassed thy God-receiving womb, is an 
invincible force for thy flock, and an unfailing treasury of every good, O only Ever-virgin 
Mother. 
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Preparations for our upcoming Festival are already underway with many dedicated volunteers working 
diligently to ensure that this Festival will be even more successful than in previous years.   Volunteers of all 
ages are needed, but we also would like to ask our Parish members to help by donating money, food 
items, supplies, soft drinks and other beverages in order to help reduce the overall cost of our 
Festival.  Following are some of the items needed: 

 

Please contact the Church office at 415-334-2234  

To let us know how you would like to help. 
We Received Cash Donations from: Clemance Harb  

 (THANK YOU & GOD BLESS YOU)  YOUR HELP IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Quantity Description Donation Parishioner  

7 Bags - 50 lbs. Charcoal $125 Nadia Mizirawi 
 Coffee /  Tea $125 Maher Haddad 
6 Cases  Juice for Youth Activities $125 Maha Sweiss 
Four – 5 Gallon  Ground, Mixed and Spiced Hummus $250 Jawad & Violette 

Jaber 
6 Cases  - Misc. Snacks for Youth Activities $300 Nabeeh E. Shamieh 

Three – 5 Gallon  Mixed and Spiced Falafel $300 Ziadeh & Abla 
Shamieh 

40 Cases Water – 16 oz. $275 Afif & Najwa Baba 

200 lbs. Skinless, Boneless Chicken $500 Rasmi & Bahjeh 
Zeidan 

30 Cases Assorted Soda – 12 oz. $300 Samir & Norma 
Totah 

1000 Pieces Paper Plates, Napkins, Forks etc. $450  

100 Dozen Jumbo Tortilla/Lavash Bread $400 Rhonda Ammari 

150 lbs. Hamburger  - Ground Beef $500 Shehadeh & Julia 
Ganim 

5 Cases – Each Lettuce, Onions, Lemon, Parsley, Cucumber  $500  

200 lbs. Shawarma Meat $700 Sami & Suad Khoury 

400 Pieces Kubeh $500 
 

Salem & Antoinette 
Mufarreh 

Grape Leaves  $250.00 
 

Alice Dudum 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH 
19TH ANNUAL MIDDLE EASTERN 

JERUSALEM FESTIVAL 
  

SATURDAY & SUNDAY  - November 5th – 6th 2016 
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