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  HOLY 

Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Jesus did not live with His disciples after His resurrection as He had before His 
death. Filled with the glory of His divinity, He appeared at different times and 
places to His people, assuring them that it was He, truly alive in His risen and 
glorified body.
To them He presented Himself alive after His passion by many proofs, appearing 

to them during forty days, and speaking of the Kingdom of God (Acts 1.3).
It should be noted that the time span of forty days is used many times in the 
Bible and signifies a temporal period of completeness and sufficiency.  On the 
fortieth day after His passover, Jesus ascended into heaven to be glorified on 
the right hand of God The ascension of Christ is His final physical departure 
from this world after the resurrection. It is the formal completion of His 
mission in this world as the Messianic Saviour. It is His glorious return to the 
Father Who had sent Him into the world to accomplish the work that He had 
given him to do

and lifting His hands He blessed them. While blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy  (Lk 24.51–52).

The Church’s celebration of the ascension, as all such festal celebrations, is not merely the remembrance of an 
event in Christ’s life. Indeed, the ascension itself is not to be understood as though it were simply the supernatural 
event of a man floating up and away into the skies. The holy scripture stresses Christ’s physical departure and His 
glorification with God the Father, together with the great joy which His disciples had as they received the promise 
of the Holy Spirit Who was to come to assure the Lord’s presence with them, enabling them to be His witnesses to 
the ends of earth. In the Church the believers in Christ celebrate these very same realities with the conviction that 
it is for them and for all men that Christ’s departure from this world has taken place. The Lord leaves in order to 
be glorified with God the Father and to glorify us with himself. He goes in order to “prepare a place” for and to 
take us also into the blessedness of God’s presence. He goes to open the way for all flesh into the “heavenly 
sanctuary . . .  the Holy Place not made by hands”. He goes in order send the Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the 
Father to bear witness to Him and His gospel in the world, making Him powerfully present in the lives of disciples.  
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When You had fulfilled the dispensation for our sake, and united earth to heaven:  You ascended in glory, O 
Christ our God, not being parted from those who love You, but remaining with them and crying: “I am with 

you and no one will be against you!”

Please Join Us This Wednesday June 8th, 2016 @7:00pm 
@ Saints Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, Celebrating The Feast Of The Ascension 

1924 Trinity Ave. Walnut Creek, Ca 94596
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Bread Altar Offering: 
The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy 
Sanctify of the Divine Liturgy. 

By NICOLA, JULIETTE, MICHAEL & BASEM MANNEH in 
thanksgiving to God for the graduation of daughter & sister 
SUZANNE MANNEH , earning her Master of Public Health 
degree, with a 4.0 and highest honors, from San Francisco State 
University and recognition of her service for teaching 
undergraduate classes while a full-time graduate student. At 
this same time, she championed campus-wide policy changes 
increasing student access to healthier foods on campus, and 
completed a distinguished !fellowship in cancer control research 
at the University of California at San Francisco. 
Congratulations, Suzanne! We are very proud of you.

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of NICOLAS SHATARA. 

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to god for 
the continued good health of FAYEQ KHOURI.
Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad, Basem & Elias Husary & 
Milad Dalo
Altar Boys: Michael Batshon, Omar Jweinat, Adrian Husary, 
Jacob Dudum & Issa Kaleh
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LAST SUNDAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
WAS LAST SUNDAY JUNE 5TH, 2016

WISH YOU A GREAT SUMMER 
& HOPE TO SEE YOU NEXT YEAR 

THANK YOU ALL 
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Venerable Isaac the Founder of the 
Dalmatian Monastery at Constantinople
St Isaac lived during the fourth century, received 
monastic tonsure and pursued ascetic labors in 
the desert. During the reign of the emperor Valens 
(364-378), a zealous adherent of the Arian heresy, 
there was a persecution of the Orthodox, and 
churches were closed and destroyed. Hearing of 
the persecution, St Isaac left the wilderness and 
went to Constantinople to console and encourage 
the Orthodox, and to fight against the heretics. 
At that time, barbarian Goths along the River Danube were making war 
against the Empire.  They seized Thrace and advanced toward 
Constantinople.When the emperor Valens was leaving the capital with his 
soldiers, St Isaac cried out, “Emperor, unlock the churches of the 
Orthodox, and then the Lord will aid you!” But the emperor, disdaining 
the words of the monk, confidently continued on his way. The saint 
repeated his request and prophecy three times. The angry emperor 
ordered St Isaac to be thrown into a deep ravine, filled with thorns and 
mud, from which it was impossible to escape. St Isaac remained alive by 
God’s help, and he emerged, overtook the emperor and said, “You wanted 
to destroy me, but three angels pulled me from the mire. Hear me, open up 
the churches for the Orthodox and you shall defeat the enemy. If, however, 
you do not heed me, then you shall not return. You will be captured and 
burned alive.” The emperor was astonished at the saint’s boldness and 
ordered his attendants Saturninus and Victor to take the monk and hold 
him in prison until his return.  St Isaac’s prophecy was soon fulfilled. The 
Goths defeated and pursued the Greek army. The emperor and his Arian 
generals took refuge in a barn filled with straw, and the attackers set it 
afire. After receiving news of the emperor’s death, they released St Isaac 
and honored him as a prophet. Then the holy Emperor Theodosius the 
Great (379-395) came to the throne. On the advice of Saturninus and 
Victor, he summoned the Elder, treating him with great respect. Obeying 
his instructions, he banished the Arians from Constantinople and restored 
the churches to the Orthodox. St Isaac wanted to return to his desert, but 
Saturninus and Victor begged him not to leave the city, but to remain and 
protect it by his prayers. Saturninus built a monastery for the saint in 
Constantinople, where monks gathered around him. 
St Isaac was the monastery’s igumen and spiritual guide. He also 
nourished laypeople, and helped many of the poor and suffering. When he 
had reached an advanced age, St Isaac made St Dalmatus (August 3) 
igumen. 
The monastery was later named for Dalmatus. St Isaac died in the year 
383.



Holy Fathers 1st Council Sunday
Blessed art thou, O Lord, the god of our Fathers, for thou art just in all 

that thou hast done toward us
Section from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure 

Apostles (20:16-18:28:36)
In those days: Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, lest he 
should be stayed any time in Asia. For he hasted, if it were possible 
for him, to keep the day of Pentecost at Jerusalem.  And sending 
from Miletus to Ephesus, he called the ancients of the Church.  
And when they were come to him, and were come to him, and 
were together to said to them: Take heed to yourselves, and to the 
whole flock, wherein the Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops, to 
rule the church of God, which he hath purchased with his won 
blood, I know that, after my departure, ravening wolves will enter 
in among you, not sparing the flock.  And of your own selves shall 
arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them.   
Therefore watch, keeping in memory that for three years I ceased 
not, with tears to admonish every one of you night and day.  And 
now I commend you to God, and to the world of his grace, who is 
able to build up, and to give an inheritance among all the 
sanctified.  I have not coveted any men’s silver, gold or apparel, as 
You yourselves know: for such things as were needful for me and 
them that are with me, these hands have furnished.  
I have showed you all things, how that so laboring you ought to 
support the weak, and to remember the word of the Lord Jesus, 
how he said: It is a more blessed thing to give rather than to 
receive.  
And when he had said these things, kneeling down, he prayed with 
them all. 

The Gospel: From St. John (17:1-13)
At That time: Jesus lifting up his eyes to heave, he said, 
Father, the hour is come, glorify thy Son. that thy Son may 
glorify thee. 
As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he may give 
eternal life to all whom thou hast given him.  Now, this 
eternal life: That they may know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified thee on 
the earth; I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do.   And now glorify thou me, 
O Father, with thyself, with the glory with I had, before the 
word was, with thee.   I have manifested thy name to the men 
whom thou hast given me out of the world.   
Thine they were, and to me thou gavest them: and they have 
kept thy word.   
Now they have known, that all thing which thou hast given 
me, are from thee: Because the words which thou gavest me, 
I have given to them.  and they have received them, and have 
know in very deed that I came out from thee.   and they have 
believed that thou didst send me.  
I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them, whom 
thou hast given me: because they are him, And all my things 
are thine, and thine are mine: and I am glorified in them.  
And now, I am not in the world, and these are in the world, 
and I come to thee.  Holy Father, keep them in thy name 
whom thou hast given me: that they may be one, as we also 
are. While I was with them, I kept them in thy name. 
(Those whom thou gavest me have I kept; and none of them 
is lost, but the son of perdition, that the scripture may be 
fulfilled.   And now O come to thee, and these things I speak 
in the world, that they may have my joy filled in themselves.
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)SSSS<Aa ,SSSS- .Y )SSSS"bc 28 .BSSSSd#P e'SSSS- 9SSSS#Y )<[SSSS: fZg )hWY 28 
.\$iSSSSSSTdj )WU @,SSSSSS<1=Ak +Y .!SSSSSSh>.  2SSSSSS?> !SSSSSSdTdZX /SSSSSS<l &2SSSSSSEX 
23BZD5g mEWn @,h1dEoP 2T?# \;TW@ +,d- m#7 ,Ij: 

+fSSp$\@ q'SSrEhj \,[SS?ds @,SSA5SSdo @,Z8 &mSS#!SShj @,SSA\t @,SSCDn 
2SSdI# &BSS#mSSroP 2SSZA5W@ 9SS1dEo @uv @,Z8 +2SSZD@wSS# /SSD!SS-.  2SS3'8 &5SSTj 
wSSSp@ &'SSS- BSSSdDxSSS: /SSSd1hj /SSS<D ywSSS#/8 y0SSS#* xSSS#HSSSro z R{r| 5Tg 
@,SSSSA5SSSSdo.  \!SSSS1hj .'SSSSrEhj BdCWU $}SSSS#7 )ZhT?WY /SSSS~mW@7 2SSSS#BSSSSDk 
,SSdZ[Zp/W@ @,SSZ`!SSdp \$@0SSIj. 2SS3BISSA\@ +yY \RSSp9SSA\@ +'8 �SSDk ÄSS`Å 

BSS1F ,SSj &9SSÇ ,SSd`É \'SSI#$@É 5SS> &Y &'=Ñ 9SS: \@fSSD !SS1hj /SS#,SSD!WJ.  
\@GY .BSSSZW65SSShj )SSS# +xWR8P @u \,SSSh?o 'SSS<?Z- @,SSSC#6$k &Y RSSS"1dhj 
\R?1^hj !dA@Ä#É !s }?ds @,CD)EF. 

 +'8 ,SSj &iSSZ- !SS> &fSSD 2SSÖo &\ ywSS"#É &\ ÄW/SS#ÉP \&'SSZj R<T?WY 
&Y fS#}S#R8 \fS#}S#Ü !S> 9S#Y !<8 xSD!SZI# wS#RS#Y @,SdD@Y 28 9S: 

idc /d1( ,hj.   
+Y wSShp@ )1"á8 &Y 'SSZ<à ,SS1E#5SSD @,SSÖ<r#â \&Y 'SSZp9SSA 9SS`U 

@,A* )EWJ 23'- m#7:  
+Y @,SS<b#â &5SSäj ãSS"bo !SS> @GxSSp.  \�SS# mSS#7 }SSå# 5Tg $9SS"Zd- 

\;Tg !s }?d<Ij.

@e'[d: !> /{#$k @,CD)X )Wf1# )K:Kç-KQ(
28 y,S4 @,SV!S#Y $2s )EWJ 5Sd1d- +,g @,SE?#âP \mS#7: )S# &/Z8 

mSSD .RSS( @,SSE#5SSoP ![vSSSSD +/SS14P ,d?[SSD% +/SS14.  9SS?# @5SSbdZ- BSSTb#Y 
5Tg 9SS: @,"{SSA ,d<b8 @,SS^d#k @G/SSD)SSo ,SSh: !SS> &5SSbd( ,SS-.  \wSSpé 
w8 @,SSS^d#k @G/SSSD)SSSo &Y )SSS<A2W% &'SSS( @e,SSS- @,^CdC8 \fSSSD% @,SSSpè 
&$BTZ- )EWJ @�EdÑ.

+'SSS# mSSSD ![SSSDRSSS4 5Tg @G$a \&RSSS??( @,SSS<?: @,SSSpè &5bdZ18 
G5SSS?T-.  \@qY ![SSSD'8 .'SSS( )SSS# &/Z8 5SSS1D% /SSS#�[SSSD @,SSSpè 9SSS#Y ,8 
5S1D% !S> mS": 9WY @,S<#,Sj.   mSD &5ST1( +BS?4 ,ST1#n @,Sp)S> &5SbdZIj 
,8 !> @,<#,j.  

wSj 9S#'W@ ,S4 \&'S( &5SbdZIj ,8P \mSD fräW@ 9ST?Z4 \@qY mSD 
5T?W@ &Y 9SSSSS: !SSSSS# &5SSSSSbdZ- ,SSSSSIj \wSSSSSj m"TW@ \5T?W@ fSSSSSC#É +'8 !SSSSS14 
xA}( \.!1W@ &'4 &$BTZ18.   

&'S# &BS~7 !S> &}STIj z &BS~7 !S> &}S: @,S<#,Sj !S> &}S: @,STp)S> 
&5SbdZIj ,8 G'SIj ,S4.   9S: iSdc wW ,S4 \9S: iSdc ,S4 wW ,8.  &'S# 
mSSD !êS[SSDÜ 2SSdIj \,ESS( .'SS# /SS<D 28 @,SS<#,SSj \wëzâ wSSj 28 @,SS<#,SSj 
\&'# .R8 +,d4 .  

&)SSI# @q* @,SSCD\n +fSSrí /SS3BSS?4 @,SSpè &5SSbdZIj ,8 ,dhW'W@ 
\@fSD@É 9S?# 'S^> \@fSD.  fSF 9S1( !S<Ij 9S1( &fSräIj /S3BS?4 .  +Y 
@,STp)S> .5SbdZIj ,8 mSD fSräZIj \,Sj )IST4 !S1Ij &fSD +zv +/S> @,IS`% 
,dZj @,hZ#*.  

&!SSS# .zY 2SSS3'8 .R8 +,SSSd4P \&'SSS# .RSSShTj /ISSSp@ 28 @,SSS<#,SSSj ,dhWY 
,Ij 2Af8 9#!`É 2dIj.



The Greatest Gift I Ever Had Came From God 
I Call Him DAD !!!  

 

 
PLEASE JOIN US AT 

St. George’s Father’s Day Night Out 
TANNOURINE RESTAURANT 

Saturday, June 18th, 2106 @ 8:30 pm 
$75 Dinner, Drinks & Live Entertainment   By DJ SAMI 

For Your Tickets & Reservations Please Call 
Suzie Mizirawi @ 650-490-0226     Or    Sandra Elgelda @650-892-4636 

Seats Are Limited … First Come First Serve.. 



SUNDAY JUNE 12TH, 2016 

AT ST. JAMES ORTHODOX CHURCH

195 North Main St. ~ Milpitas, Ca 95035

Divine Liturgy at 10:30 am
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One Year Memorial
For The Handmaid of God

BAN JOSEPH RAZOUK TOMA ALAZRAI
This Sunday JUNE 12th, 2016

By Her Beloved Archimandrite DAMASKINOS ALAZRAI. 

her Beloved Husband AMJAD, Children MISHAL, LEWA, NOOR, 
HADEEL, SHAHED, RAYA & Brother BASHAR TOMA & All the 
ALAZRAI Families in blessed One Year Memorial of Their Beloved 

Wife, Mother & Grandmother 

BAN JOSEPH RAZOUK TOMA ALAZRAI.

 May Her Blessed Memory Be Eternal





The Untold Story of the Head of St. John 
the Baptist 

 
Icon of St. John the Baptist. 

Holy Scripture tells us that after St. John the Baptist was beheaded, the 
impious Herodias forbade the prophet’s head to be buried together with his 
body. Instead, she desecrated the honorable head and buried it near her 
palace. The saint’s disciples had secretly taken their teacher’s body and buried 
it. The wife of King Herod’s steward knew where Herodias had buried St. 
John’s head, and she decided to rebury it on the Mount of Olives, on one of 
Herod’s estates.[1]  
When word reached the royal palace about Jesus’ preaching and miracles, 
Herod went with his wife Herodias to see if John the Baptist’s head was still in 
the place they had left it. When they did not find it there, they began to think 
that Jesus Christ was John the Baptist resurrected. The Gospels witness to this 
error of theirs (cf. Mt. 14:2).  
Jerusalem. The First Uncovering of the Head of St. John the Baptist.  
May years later, during the reign of Equal-to-the-Apostles Emperor 
Constantine, his mother, St. Helen, began restoring the holy places of 
Jerusalem. Many pilgrims streamed into Jerusalem, amongst whom where two 
monks from the East, wishing to venerate the Lord’s Honorable Cross and 
Holy Sepulcher. St. John the Baptist entrusted these two pilgrims to discover 
his head. We only know that he appeared to them in a dream; and that after 
finding the head in the place he showed them, they decided to return to their 



native city. However, God’s will determined otherwise. Along the road, they 
met a poor potter from the Syrian town of Emesa (modern-day Homs), whose 
poverty had forced him to seek work in a neighboring country. Having found 
a co-traveler, the monks either out of laziness or carelessness entrusted him 
with carrying the sack containing the relic. As he was carrying it, St. John the 
Baptist appeared to him and told him to forget the careless monks and run 
away from them, taking the sack they had given him.  
For the sake of the precious head of St. John the Baptist, the Lord blessed the 
potter’s house with an abundance of goods. The potter lived his whole life 
remembering his Benefactor, giving alms generously. Not long before his 
death he gave the precious head to his sister, commanding her to pass it on to 
other God-fearing, virtuous Christians.  
The saint’s head was passed along from one person to the next, and came into 
the hands of one Hieromonk Eustacius, who sided with the Arian heresy. Sick 
people who came to him received healing, not knowing that it was due not to 
Eustacius’s false piety, but to the grace coming from the hidden head. Soon 
Eustacius’s ruse was exposed, and he was banished from Emesa. A monastery 
grew around the cave where the hieromonk had lived and in which the head of 
St. John the Baptist was buried.  
Emesa and Constantinople. The Second and Third Finding of the Precious 
Head.  
After many years, the head of St. John the Baptist was uncovered a second 
time. We know about this from a description by Archimandrite Marcellus of 
the monastery in Emesa, as well as from the life of St. Matrona (†492, 
commemorated November 9/22), written by St. Simeon Metraphrastes. 
According to the first description, the head was discovered on February 18, 
452. A week later, Bishop Uranius of Emesa established its veneration, and on 
February 26 of the same year, it was translated to the newly-built church 
dedicated to St. John. These events are celebrated on February 24/March 8, 
along with the commemoration of the First Finding of the Precious Head.  
After some time, the head of St. John the Forerunner was translated to 
Constantinople, where it was located up to the time of the iconoclasts. Pious 
Christians who left Constantinople secretly took the head of St. John the 
Baptist with them, and then hid it in Comana (near Sukhumi, Abkhazia), the 
city where St. John Chrysostom died in exile (407). After the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council (787), which reestablished the veneration of icons, the 
head of St. John the Baptist was returned to the Byzantine capital in around 
the year 850. The Church commemorates this event on May 25/June 7 as the 
Third Finding of the Precious Head of St. John the Baptist.  
The Fourth Crusade and travel to the West.  
Ordinarily, the Orthodox history of the finding of the head of St. John the 
Baptist ends with the Third Finding. This is due to the fact that its later history 
is bound up with the Catholic West. If we look at the Lives of the Saints 
written in the Menaon of St. Dimitry of Rostov, we find a citation in small 



print, often overlooked by readers, at the end of story of the Finding of the 
Forerunner’s Head. However, after unexpectedly discovering the head of St. 
John the Baptist in France and then returning home to Russia, this citation 
became a real revelation for us. It is this next “finding” of the head of St. John 
the Baptist that we would like to write about below.  
Thus, we read in this citation that after 850, part of the head of St. John the 
Baptist came to be located in the Podromos Monastery in Petra, and the other 
part in the Forerunner Monastery of the Studion. The upper part of the head 
was seen there by the pilgrim Antony in 1200. Nevertheless, in 1204 it was 
taken by crusaders to Amiens in northern France. Besides that, the citation 
shows three other locations of pieces of the head: the Athonite monastery 
Dionysiou, the Ugro-Wallachian monastery of Kalua, and the Church of Pope 
Sylvester in Rome, where a piece was taken from Amiens.  
 

 
 
The face of St. John the Baptist, in the Cathedral of Our Lady in Amiens. / 
http://la-france-orthodoxe.net/ru/galer/jean  
The history of the Baptist’s head’s appearance in France differs little from the 
history of many other great Christian relics.  

On April 13, 1204, during the Fourth Crusade, an army of knights from 
Western Europe seized the capital of the Roman Empire—Constantinople. The 
city was looted and decimated.  

As Western tradition has it, Canon Wallon de Sarton from Picquigny found a 
case in one of the ruined palaces that contained a silver plate. On it, under a 
glass covering, were the hidden remains of a human face, missing only the 



lower jaw. Over the left brow could be seen a small perforation, most likely 
made by a knife strike.  

On the plate the canon discovered an inscription in Greek confirming that it 
contained the relics of St. John the Forerunner. Furthermore, the perforation 
over the brow corresponded with the event recorded by St. Jerome. According 
to his testimony, Heriodias in a fit of rage struck a blow with a knife to the 
saint’s severed head.  

 
 
The Cathedral of Our Lady in Amiens (Notre Dame d'Amiens). Photo: 
S.P.A.D.E.M. – Editions d'art Yvon  
Wallon de Sarton decided to take the head of the Holy Forerunner to Picardy, 
in northern France.  

On December 17, 1206, on the third Sunday of the Nativity fast, the Catholic 
bishop of the town of Amiens, Richard de Gerberoy, solemnly met the relics of 
St. John the Baptist at the town gates. Probably the bishop was sure of the 
relic’s authenticity—something easier to ascertain in those days, as they say, 
“by fresh tracks”. The veneration of the head of St. John the Baptist in Amiens 
and all of Picardy begins from that time.  

In 1220, the bishop of Amiens placed the cornerstone in the foundation of a 
new cathedral, which after many reconstructions would later become the most 
magnificent Gothic edifice in Europe. The facial section of the head of the St. 
John the Baptist, the city’s major holy shrine, was transferred to this new 
cathedral.  



Eventually, Amiens became a place of pilgrimage not only for simple 
Christians, but also for French kings, princes and princesses. The first King to 
come and venerate the head in 1264 was Louis IX, called “the Holy”. After him 
came his son, Phillip III the Brave, then Charles VI, and Charles VII, who 
donated large sums for the relic’s adornment.  

 
 
The Church of the Forerunner in Rome (Basilica di San Giovanni in Laterano). 
Photo: Alexander Starodubstev.  
In 1604, Pope Clement VIII of Rome, wishing to enrich the Church of the 
Forerunner in Rome (Basilica di San Giovanni in Laterano), requested a piece 
of St. John’s relics from the canon of Amiens.  

Saving of the head from the outrages of the French revolution.  

After the revolution in 1789, inventory was made of all Church property and 
relics were confiscated.  

The reliquary containing the head of the Holy Forerunner remained in the 
cathedral until November 1793, when it was demanded by representatives of 
the Convention. They stripped from it everything of material value, and 
ordered that the relics be taken to the cemetery. However, the revolutionary 
command was not fulfilled. After they left the city, the city’s mayor, Louis-
Alexandre Lescouve, secretly and under fear of death returned to the reliquary 
and took the relics to his own home. Thus was the sacred shrine preserved. 
Several years later, the former mayor gave the relic to Abbot Lejeune. Once the 
revolutionary persecutions had ended, the head of St. John the Baptist was 
returned to the cathedral in Amiens in 1816, where it remains to this day.  

At the end of the nineteenth century, historical science, not without the 
participation of ecclesiastical figures, determined that there had been many 
instances of false relics during the middle Ages. In an atmosphere of general 
mistrust, veneration of the Amiens shrine eventually began to wane.  



The head of St. John the Baptist today.  
In the mid-twentieth century, specifically in 1958, there was a spark of 
renewed interest in the relics of St. John the Baptist. The rector of the Amiens 
cathedral reported to the ecclesiastical authorities that in eastern France, in 
Verdun, was what was presumed to be the lower jaw of St. John the Baptist. 
He wanted to rejoin the two parts. With the blessing of the bishop of Amiens, 
a commission of qualified medical experts was formed.  

The relics were investigated for several months, in two stages—the first in 
Amiens, the second in Paris. After the work was completed, the commission’s 
findings were gathered into a document, signed by the members. In the first 
chapter of the document, which covers the research performed in Amiens, the 
following conclusions were made:  

• Comparison of the subject called “of Verdun” with the subject from 
Amiens disclosed their anatomical differences, confirming without a 
doubt that they are of differing origins.  

• From the chronological point of view, the subject called “of Verdun” is 
not as ancient as the Amiens subject. It is similar in form and weight to 
“bones of the Middle Ages”.  

• The facial part, called the head of St. John the Baptist from Amiens, is a 
very ancient object—more ancient than “bones of the Middle Ages”. On 
the other hand, it is younger than human bones of the Mesolithic era—
which allows us to date it at between 500 BC and 1000 AD.  

• The man’s age could not be determined precisely due to the absence of 
teeth. But based upon the fact that the alveolar [tooth] sockets are fully 
developed and are slightly worn at the edges, it can be supposed that 
the man was an adult (between 25 and 40 years old).  

• General characteristics of the head in the form of inadequate elements 
can be determined, but with great permissible variation. The facial type 
is Caucasoid (that is, not Negroid or Mongoloid). The small 
measurements of the subject from Amiens and the development of the 
lower eye sockets lead to the supposition that it could correspond to a 
racial type called “Mediterranean” (a type to which modern Bedouins 
belong).  

Here ends the modern chronicle of the head of St. John the Baptist. 
Unfortunately, few of the faithful have recourse to the help of such a lamp of 
grace as the precious head of St. John the Baptist, “the first among martyrs in 
grace”.[2] Many Orthodox Christians come to France, but not all of them know 
how many holy relics there are still on French soil despite the outrages 
committed against them during the French Revolution and subsequent 
forgetfulness of France’s Christian past.  



Joyfully, during recent years more and more Orthodox pilgrims are travelling to 
Amiens. Now, with the help of the Pilgrimage Center of the diocese of Korsun 
(of the Moscow Patriarchate, based in Paris) Orthodox molebens and even Divine 
Liturgies are now being served before the head of St. John the Baptist.  
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