
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, February 16th. 2020 (2/3)   Volume 29  Number 7 

The Prodigal Son Sunday  ضال احد اإلبن ال     
   Holy and Righteous Simeon the God-receiver and Anna the Prophetess  ة حنة ل اإلله والن س الشيخ سمعان القا  القد

Tone 2   Eothina 2    Epistle Corinthians. (6:12-20)     Gospel    Luke ( 15: 11-32  )  
 

It is with great joy to announce that our beloved 
His Eminence Archbishop of America 

Elpidophoros 
will once again preside on Great Vesper Service 

at Our St George Cathedral 

Wednesday 2/12/2020 
Vespers @ 5:00 p.m. 
Dinner @ 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
The Sunday after the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the 
Sunday of the Prodigal Son. This parable of God’s forgiveness calls us to 
“come to ourselves” as did the prodigal son, to see ourselves as being “in 
a far country” far from the Father’s house, and to make the journey of 
return to God. We are given every assurance by the Master that our 
heavenly Father will receive us with joy and gladness. We must only 
“arise and go,” confessing our self-inflicted and sinful separation from 
that “home” where we truly belong (Luke 15:11-24). 
After the Polyeleion at Matins, we first hear the lenten hymn “By the 
Waters of Babylon.” It will be sung for the next two Sundays before Lent 
begins, and it serves to reinforce the theme of exile in today’s Gospel. 
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 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Bread Alter Offering: The Holy Bread Alter 
Offerings (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially 
offered for the Holy Sanctify of The Divine Liturgy: 
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of BETTY AGRA. 
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of IBRAHIM HADDAD. 
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of JIHAN ARANKI. 
By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of HALA SALFITI. 
 

 
Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad  

Alter Boys: Head of Alter Boys: Michael Batshon 
 

St. George Orthodox Cathedral 
Annual CRAB FEED 

 

Sunday, February 16th, 2020 @5:00 PM   
Adults $50 Children 12 Years old & Under $30 

For Your Tickets  Please Call 
Susie 650-490-0226 

 
The holy Evangelist 
relates further: 
"Here also was Anna 
the Prophetess, 
daughter of Phanuel 
from the tribe of 
Aser, having reached 
extreme old age, 
having lived with her 
husband for seven 
years, she was a 
widow for eighty-
four years, who went 
not out from the 
temple, serving God 
both day and night 
by fasting and 
prayer. And she 
having approached 
at this time, glorified 
the Lord and 

prophesied about Him to all awaiting deliverance at 
Jerusalem" (Lk 2: 36-38). 
      About the righteous and holy Simeon the God-Receiver is 
known that he died in extreme old age. In the VI Century his 
holy relics were transferred to Constantinople. In the year 
1200 his grave was seen by the Russian pilgrim Saint Antonii, 
future archbishop of Novgorod (1212-1220. +1232, Comm. 8 
October). 

 

RIGHTEOUS SIMEON THE GOD-RECEIVER 

(BOGOPRIIMETS) Commemorated on February 3 

      Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver (Bogopriimets) was, 
according to the testimony of the holy Evangelist Luke, one 
of the chosen of God in expectation of the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit dwelt upon him (Lk 2:25). It was 
announced to him from God, that he would not die until that 
time, when the Promised Messiah – Christ the Lord – would 
be come into the world. 
      Ancient historians relate that the Egyptian emperor 
Ptolemy II Philadelphos (285-247 BC) wished to add to the 
famous Library at Alexandria with texts of Holy Scripture. 
He invited scholars from Jerusalem, and the Sanhedrin sent 
their wise men. Righteous Simeon was also among the 72 
scholars in Alexandria for the translation of the Sacred 
Scriptures into the Greek language. (The work was 
accomplished and received the title "Translation of the 72 
Interpreters". With this also further on in the future, the 
New Testament was translated into the Slavonic language 
for the Bulgarian, Serbian and Russian Orthodox Churches.) 
Righteous Simeon translated a book of the Prophet Isaiah, 
having read in the original the words: "Behold, a Virgin shalt 
conceive and give birth to a Son" (Is 7: 14). He decided, that 
the word "Virgin" was incorrectly used here in place of the 
word "Woman", and he wanted to correct the text. At that 
moment an Angel appeared to him and held back his hand 
saying: "Have faith in the words written down; thou thyself 
shalt be persuaded that they will be fulfilled, whereof thou 
shalt not taste of death until thou behold Christ the Lord, 
Who shall be born of a Pure and Immaculate Virgin". 
      From this day righteous Simeon began to await the 
coming of the Promised Messiah. 

And here one day righteous 
Simeon, knowing of it by the 
Holy Spirit, was come to the 
Jerusalem Temple. It was on 
that very same day (the fortieth 
after the Birth of Christ), when 
the All-Pure Virgin Mary and 
Her Betrothed Joseph had come 
there in order to perform the 
ritual set down by Jewish Law – 
to present before the Lord His 
Own Divine First-Born and to 
offer the established sacrifice. 

      When righteous Simeon beheld their arrival, the Holy 
Spirit revealed to him that the God-Infant Whom the All-
Pure Virgin Mary held, – was the Promised Messiah, the 
Saviour of the world. The elder took into his arms the Infant 
Christ and pronounced his prophetic words: "Now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart, O Lord, with peace according to 
Thy word, wherefore hath mine eyes beheld Thy salvation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples, a 
light to the enlightening of gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel". He blessed the All-Pure Virgin and Righteous 
Joseph and, having turned to the Mother of God he said: 
"Behold, This One is set for the fall and rising up of many in 
Israel and for the sign spoken against, and for Thee thyself a 
sword shalt pierce the soul, so that the thoughts of many 
hearts might be revealed" (Lk 2: 22-35). 

 



 
  

 
 

 

  Epistle & Gospel for the Prodigal Son 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye 

righteous. 
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20) 

 Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are 
helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by 
anything. Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food; but 
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take 
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? 
Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute 
becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall 
become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man 
commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own 
body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you 
were bought with a price. So, glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s. 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 (15:11-32) 

 The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two 
sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between 
them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great 
famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went 
and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the 
pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he 
came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will 
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and 
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw 
him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the 
father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son 
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 
began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he 
came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And 
he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said 
to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted 
calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I 
never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I 
might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, 
who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the 
fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and 
all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for 
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

 نجيل ألحد اإلبن الشَّاطرالالرسالة وا
 ِلتَُكْن يا َربُّ رحَمتَُك َعَلْينَا.

ب. إبتَِهجوا ديقوَن بالرَّ  أيُّها الّصِ
يِس بولَُس الَرسُوِل األُولى إلى أْهِل  فَْصٌل ِمْن ِرَسالَِة القدِّ

 كورنثُوس
ُكلُّ َشيٍء ُمبَاٌح ِلي َولَِكْن لْيَس ُكلُّ َشْيٍء يُوافِق، ُكلُّ َشْيٍء يا إْخَوةُ،  

* إنَّ األطِعَمةَ ِلْلَجْوِف َشْيٌء. ُمبَاٌح ِلي ولَِكْن ال َيتََسلَُّط عليَّ 
ا الَجَسدُ فََلْيَس ِلْلِزَنى  واْلَجْوَف ِلْألَْطِعَمِة، َوَسيُبِيدُ هللاُ َهِذِه َوذَاك. أمَّ

بُّ  ّبِ واْلرَّ بَّ َسيُِقيُمنا نَْحُن ِلْلَجَسِد، بَْل ِلْلرَّ * وهللاُ الَّذي أقاَم الرَّ
تِِه. أْيًضا  أْجَسادَُكم ِهَي أْعَضاُء اْلَمسيِح؟ * أَما تَْعلَُموَن أنَّ ِبقُوَّ

* أَما َحاَشى. أفآُخذُ أَْعَضاَء الَمِسيحِ وأَجعَُل ِمْنَها أَْعَضاَء ِزنَى؟ 
تَْعلَُموَن أنَّ َمِن اقتَرَن بِزانيٍة َصاَر َوإيَاَها َجَسدًا َواِحدًا؟ ِألنَّهُ قَْد 

ا الَّ  ِذي يَْقتَِرُن قِيَل: "يَِصيُر ِكَالُهَما َجَسدًا َواِحدًا"* أمَّ
ّبِ ََفَيُكوُن َمعَهُ ُرُوًحا  نَى. فإِنَّ ُكلَّ َواِحدًا. بالرَّ * أُهُربُوا ِمَن الّزِ

انِي فَإِنَّهُ  ا الزَّ َخِطيئٍَة يَفعَلَُها اِإلْنَساُن ِهَي فِي َخاِرجِ الَجَسِد، أمَّ
ُ ِإلَى  وحِ * أََما تَْعلَُموَن أنَّ َجَسدَُكْم ُهَو هَ َجَسِدِه. يَْخَطا ْيَكُل الرُّ

* ِألْنفُِسُكْم؟ القُدُِس الَِّذي ِفيُكْم الَِّذي نِْلتُُموهُ ِمَن هللاِ وأنَُّكْم لَْستُْم 
دُوا هللاَ فِي أَْجَساِدُكْم َوفِي أَْرَواِحُكُم  ِألنَُّكْم قَِد اْشتُِريتُْم ِبثََمٍن فَمّجِ

.ِ ِ  الَّتِي ِهَي 

ِس لوقا اإلْنجيِلّيِ البَشيِر والتْلميِذ فَْصٌل َشريٌف ِمْن بِشاَرِة الِقّدي
  (32-11:15) الطاِهر

بُّ َهذا الَمثَل:  * فَقاَل أَْصغَُرُهما اْبناِن، "إْنساٌن كاَن لَهُ قاَل الرَّ
ني مَن الماِل. َفَقَسَم  ِألَبيِه: يا أبِت، أَْعِطني النَّصيَب الذي َيُخصُّ

َكثيَرةٍ، َجَمَع االْبُن األَْصغَُر ُكلَّ  بَْينَُهما َمعيَشتَهُ* وبَْعدَ أياٍم َغْيرِ 
ً في  َشْيٍء لَهُ، وسافََر إلى بَلٍَد بَعيٍد، وَبذََّر مالَهُ ُهناَك عائِشا
ا أَْنفََق ُكلَّ َشْيٍء لَهُ، َحدَثَْت في ذَِلَك الَبلَِد َمجاَعةٌ  الَخالَعِة* َفلَمَّ

واِحٍد ِمْن أَْهِل ذَِلَك   َشديدَةٌ، فَأََخذَ في العََوِز* فَذََهَب واْنَضوى إلى
البَلَِد، فَأَْرَسلَهُ إلى ُحقوِلِه يَْرعى َخنازير* وكاَن َيْشتَهي أَْن يَْمَألَ 
بَْطنَهُ ِمَن الخْرنوِب الذي كاَنِت الَخنازيُر تَأُْكلُهُ، فََلْم يُْعِطِه أََحدٌ* 

ْنُهُم الُخْبَز، فََرِجَع إلى نَْفِسِه وقاَل "َكْم ِألَبي ِمْن أَُجَراَء يَفُضُل عَ 
وأَنا أَْهِلُك جوعاً* أَقوُم وأَْمضي إلى أبي وأَقوُل لَهُ "يا أَبِت، قَْد 
ً بَْعدُ أَْن أُدَْعى َلَك  أَْخَطأُْت إلى السَّماِء وأَماَمَك، ولَْسُت ُمْستَِحقّا
 اْبناً، فَاْجعَْلني َكأََحِد أَُجراِئَك*" فَقاَم وجاَء إلى أبيِه. وفيما ُهَو َبْعدُ 

غيُر بَعيٍد، َرآُه أَبوهُ، َفتََحنََّن َعلَْيِه وأَْسَرَع وأَْلقى بِنَْفِسِه على ُعنُِقِه 
وقَبَلَّهُ* َفقاَل لَهُ االْبُن: "يا أَبَِت، قَْد أَْخَطأُْت إلى السَّماِء وأَماَمَك 

"هاتوا ولَْسُت ُمْستَِحقّاً بَْعدُ أَْن أُْدعى لََك اْبناً"* َفقاَل األُب ِلعَبيِدِه:  
الُحلَّةَ األولى وأَْلِبُسوهُ، واْجعَلوا خاتَماً في يَِدِه، وِحذاًء في رجليِه* 
ِن واْذبَحوهُ، فَنَأُكَل ونَفَرَح* ألنَّ اْبني َهذا كاَن  وْأتوا بالِعْجِل الُمَسمَّ
ً فَعاَش، وكاَن َضاال فَُوِجدَ. فََطِفقوا يفَرُحوَن* وكاَن اْبنَهُ  َميِّتا

ا أَتى وقَُرَب ِمَن البَْيِت، َسِمَع أَْصواَت الِغناِء   األكبَُر في الَحْقِل. فلَمَّ
ْقِص* فَدَعا أََحدَ الِغْلماِن وَسألَهُ ما َهذا* فقاَل لَهُ: "قَْد َقِدَم  والرَّ
َن ألنَّهُ لَِقيَهُ ساِلماً"* فََغِضَب ولَْم  أَخوَك، َفذَبََح أَبوَك الِعْجَل الُمَسمَّ

َل. َفَخَرَج أَبوهُ وَطِفَق يَتََوسَُّل إليِه* فَأَجاَب وقاَل ألبيِه: يُِرْد أَْن َيْدخُ 
نيَن أَْخِدُمَك وَلْم أَتَعَدَّ لَك َوِصيَّةً قَطُّ، وأَْنَت َلْم  "َكْم لي ِمَن الّسِ
ا جاَء ابنَُك هذا الذي  تُْعِطني قَطُّ َجدياً ِألَْفَرَح َمَع أَْصِدقَائي* ولمَّ

َن* فقاَل لَهُ: أََكَل َمعيَشتََك مع  واني، ذََبْحَت لَهُ الِعْجَل الُمَسمَّ الزَّ
"يا اْبني، أَْنَت معي في ُكّلِ حيٍن، وُكلُّ ما هَو لي فَُهَو لَك* ولَِكْن 
، ألنَّ أَخاَك َهذا كاَن َميِّتاً فَعاَش، وكاَن  كاَن يَْنبَغي أَْن نَْفَرَح ونَُسرَّ

 ".ضاال فَُوِجدَ 
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