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Sunday of The Publican and Pharisee-Triodion begins  ودي أحد الف والعّشار دء ال     

   Translation of the relics of St John Chrysostom  نقل جسد يوحنا الذه الفم     

Tone 1   Eothina 1    Epistle II Timothy 3: 10-15     Gospel    Luke 18: 10-14 

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee 
Introduction   The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the first 
Sunday of a three-week period prior to the commencement of Great Lent. It 
marks the beginning of a time of preparation for the spiritual journey of Lent, a 
time for Orthodox Christians to draw closer to God through worship, prayer, 
fasting, and acts of charity. It is also on this day that the Triodion is introduced, a 
liturgical book that contains the services from this Sunday, the tenth before 
Pascha (Easter), to Great and Holy Saturday. 

Biblical Story   The name for this Sunday is taken from the parable of 
our Lord Jesus Christ found in Luke 18:10-14. This is the story of two men, 
one a Pharisee, a member of a Jewish sect known for its diligent 
observance of the Law, and the other a Publican, a government official 
charged with the responsibility of collecting taxes. 
Both men enter the temple, and the Pharisee stands openly and prays, thanking 
God that he is not like other men, specifically extortioners, the unjust, adulterers, 
“or even this tax collector” (v. 11). He then begins to list his religious 
accomplishments by stating, “I fast twice a week, and I give tithes of all that I 
possess” (v. 12). 
In direct contrast to the pride of the Pharisee, the Publican goes to a place where 
he will not be noticed by others and beats his breast saying, “God, be merciful to 
me a sinner!” (v. 13). 
Having told this story, Jesus affirms that it was the Publican who returned home 
justified and forgiven rather than the Pharisee. He states, “Everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (v. 14). 
The theme of this parable is repentance. Repentance is the door through which 
we enter Lent, the starting-point of the journey to 
Pascha. To repent signifies far more than self-pity or 
futile regret over things done in the past. The Greek 
term metanoia means “change of mind.” To repent is to 
be renewed, to be transformed in our inward viewpoint, 
to attain a fresh way of looking at our relationship with 
God and with others. The fault of the Pharisee is that 
he has no desire to change his outlook; he is 
complacent, self-satisfied, and so he allows no place 
for God to act within him.  

Continued on page 2 
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Your priesthood, O Lord, dressing righteousness, 
& righteousness rejoicing in joy 

"  جاابتها يبتهجون وأبرارك البر، يلبسون  رب يا كهنتك"  

 
 قداس وجناز األرع عن نفس  

كونومس قدس األ  ب األ  
 ع عواد 

اط    9يوم األحد   2020ش  
Forty Days Memorial For Our 

Beloved Brother in Christ 
The Very Reverend  

Father ISSA AWWAD 
By Beloved Wife Khourieh FAIZEH, 
His Children AMAL & VICTOR 
SHAHEEN, JUMANA KEEFE, 
IBRAHIM AWWAD, AMANI & 

ABED JILDEH, JOHN AWWAD, LOUIE & CHRISTINE AWWAD  ، His 
Brothers & Sister, Reverend Father TALAAT & Khourieh NAHLA , 
GEORGE & HALA, NIJMEH SHAHEEN, HARB & NIJMEH, 
HAITHAM & MAYADA AWWAD & All the AWWAD & BATSHON 
Families 

May His Blessed Memory Be Eternal. 
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Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad 
Alter Boys: Head of Alter Boys: Michael Batshon 

Continued from page 1 
The Gospel depicts him as a man that is pleased only 

with himself who thinks that he has 
complied with all of the requirements of 
religion. But in his pride, he has falsified 
the meaning of true religion and faith. 
He has reduced these to external 
observations, measuring his piety by 
the amount of money he gives. The 
Publican, on the other hand, truly longs 
for a “change of mind.” He humbles 

himself, and his humility justifies him before God. He 
becomes, in the words of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5:3), “poor in spirit.” He acknowledges that he 
is a sinner, and he knows that salvation is only found in 
the mercy of God. Here we find an example of true 
humility, an essential aspect of repentance. A “change 
of mind” and the transformation of our lives can only 
happen when we humble ourselves before God, 
acknowledge our willingness to turn from sin, and 
receive His grace into our lives. 
Our preparation for Lent thus begins with a prayer for 
humility, the beginning of true repentance. Through 
repentance, we can find and return to the true order of 
things, a restoration of our spiritual vision that will guide 
us in a very difficult and challenging world. By entering 
Great Lent in humility and repentance, we can attain 
deeper communion with God as we receive His 
forgiveness and He blesses by guiding us to greater 
spiritual heights. 
Icon of the Feast 

The icon of the Sunday of the 
Publican and the Pharisee shows 
both men in the manner in which 
they enter the temple to pray. 
The Pharisee goes to a very 
prominent place where others 
will see him. The positions of his 
hands indicate that he is 
addressing God by speaking of 
his stature and 
accomplishments. In contrast, 
the Publican enters and remains 
in a low place, far from the holiest 

parts of the temple. His posture shows his openness to 
God, his humility, and his petition for mercy. 
The icon also shows the state of both men as they leave 
the temple. Following the words of Christ in Luke 18:14, 
the Publican has now been exalted in the kingdom of 
God because of his humility. He leaves the temple 
forgiven, and he shows that he remains open to the will 
of God. In contrast, the Pharisee leaves the temple 
unjustified, still in need of forgiveness. Because of his 
pride and lack of repentance, he will be humbled before 
God, the One who knows the condition of each person’s 
soul and who will offer the gift of salvation to those who 
come to Him in true repentance. 

 

 



 
Epistle for St. John, Gospel for Luke 16th 
My mouth shall speak wisdom and the 
meditation of my heart shall bring forth 

understanding. 
 Hear this all you nations. 

 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 

Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2. 
Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such 
a high priest, holy, blameless, unstained, 
separated from sinners, exalted above the 
heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, 
to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and 
then for those of the people; he did this once for 
all when he offered up himself. Indeed, the law 
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, 
but the word of the oath, which came later than 
the law, appoints a Son who has been made 
perfect for ever. Now the point in what we are 
saying is this: we have such a high priest, one 
who is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the sanctuary 
and the true tent which is set up not by man but 
by the Lord. 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. Luke. (18:10-14) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went 
up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank 
Thee that I am not like other men, 
extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even lift up his 
eyes to Heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 
 

نجيل ألحد لوقا السادس عشرإلالرسالة للقديس؛ ا  
 فمي يتكلم بالحكمة وقلبي يهذ بالفهم

 اسمعوا هذا يا جميع األمم
 

 فصل من رسالة بولس الرسول الى العبرانيين
7: 26-28 8: 1-2 

 
إِنَّهُ َكاَن يَِليُق ِبنَا َرئِيُس َكَهنٍَة ِمثُْل َهذَا،  يُّا إِْخَوة،  

قُدُّوٌس بِالَ َشّرٍ َوالَ دَنٍَس، قَِد اْنفََصَل َعِن الخطأة 
َوَصاَر أَْعلَى ِمَن السََّماَواِت الَِّذي لَْيَس لَهُ 
َم   اْضِطَراٌر ُكلَّ يَْوٍم ِمثُْل ُرَؤَساِء اْلَكَهنَِة أَْن يُقَدِّ
الً َعْن َخَطايَا نَْفِسِه ثُمَّ َعْن َخَطايَا  ذَبَائَِح أَوَّ

ةً َواِحدَةً، إِْذ قَدََّم نَْفَسهُ.  الشَّْعبِ  ، ألَنَّهُ فَعََل َهذَا َمرَّ
ً بِِهْم ُضْعٌف ُرَؤَساَء   فَإِنَّ النَّاُموَس يُِقيُم أُنَاسا
ا َكِلَمةُ اْلقََسِم الَّتِي بَْعدَ النَّاُموِس َفتُِقيُم   َكَهنٍَة. َوأَمَّ

ا َرأُْس اْلكَ  الً إِلَى األَبَِد. َوأَمَّ الَِم فَُهَو أَنَّ  اْبناً ُمَكمَّ
لَنَا َرئِيَس َكَهنٍَة ِمثَْل َهذَا، قَْد َجلََس فِي يَِميِن  
ً ِلألَْقدَاِس  َعْرِش اْلعََظَمِة فِي السََّماَواِت َخاِدما

بُّ الَ إِْنَسانٌ   .َواْلَمْسَكِن اْلَحِقيِقّيِ الَِّذي نََصبَهُ الرَّ
 

فَْصٌل َشريٌف ِمْن بَِشارِة الِقّديِس لوقا  
 ْنجيِلّيِ البَشيِر والتِّْلميِذ الطاِهر اإل

بُّ هذا الَمثَل:  إْنساناِن َصِعدا إلى قال الرَّ
يِسيٌّ واآلَخُر  الَهْيَكِل ليَُصلِّيا، أََحدُُهما فَّرِ
ً يَُصلّي في نَْفِسِه   َعشَّاٌر* فَكاَن الفَريسيُّ واقِفا
َهَكذا "اللَُّهمَّ إنّي أَْشُكُرَك ألنِّي لَْسُت َكسائِِر 
الناِس الَخَطفَِة، الظاِلميَن، الفاِسقيَن، وال ِمثَْل  
تَْيِن،   َهذا العَشَّار* فإنّي أَُصوُم في األُْسبوعِ َمرَّ
ا العَشَّاُر فََوقََف َعْن   ُر ُكلَّ ما هَُو لي"* أمَّ وأَُعّشِ
بُْعٍد، ولَْم يُِردْ أَْن يَْرفََع َعْينَْيِه إلى الَسماِء، بَْل  

هُ قائِالً "اللَُّهمَّ اْرَحْمني أنا كاَن يَْقَرعُ َصدْرَ 
الخاِطَئ"* أَقوُل لَُكْم، إنَّ َهذا نََزَل إلى بَْيتِِه 
راً دوَن ذاَك. ألنَّ ُكلَّ َمْن َرفََع نَْفَسهُ اتََّضَع،   ُمبَرَّ

                              . وَمْن َوَضَع نَْفَسهُ اْرتَفَعَ 



 
  

 
 

 

St. George Orthodox Cathedral 

Annual CRAB FEED 

 
Sunday, February 16th, 2020 

@5:00 PM   
Adults $50 

Children 10 Year-Old & Under $30 
For Your Tickets .. Please Call 

Susie 650-490-0226 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 

 



 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
  

 
 

 


