
The St. George Orthodox Cathedral
Wrapped Up It’s Most Successful 20th Annual Jerusalem Middle 

Eastern Festival In Its 25 Years History.
We Have Grown Tremendously This Year At Our Own Home, The 

Great Success & Is Mostly Because Of Your Great Support, 
Attending & Welcoming New & Old Friends & Supporters .

Also We Were Honored To Have As Our Guests 
The Honorable Glenn Sylvester, The Mayor of The City Of Daly City  

& Mr. David Canepa, San Mateo County Supervisor
Where They Both Presented Certificates of Recognition 

To Our Parishioners And Our Spiritual Leader 
Archiepiscopal Vicar Protopresbyter George Jweinat

On The Occasion Of Completing Building Our New Cathedral.
Our Sincere Appreciation To Our Festival Co-Chairmen 

Nimitallah Shatara & Jalal Mogannam & Their Committees, 
Chairman David Salfiti & The Board Of Trustees,

 The Backbone Of Our Cathedral Our Ladies Auxiliary, 
The Orthodox Family Club, Our Youth & Sunday School Children, 

Our Own Nader Zaki & His Band & All The Singers Who 
Participated, Jordanian & Ramallah Club Dabke Groups..

Thank You All & God Bless You 
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Great Martyr Euphemia The All Praised Of Chalcedon  Thursday, Sep. 29th, 2016
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The Holy Great Martyr Euphemia the All-Praised was the daughter of Senator Philophronos 
and Theodosia, both of whom were Christians. She suffered for Christ in 304 in the city of 
Chalcedon, on the banks of the Bosphorus opposite Constantinople.  Chalcedon Governor 
Priscus circulated an order to all the inhabitants of Chalcedon and its surroundings to appear 
at a pagan festival to worship and offer sacrifice to an idol of Ares, threatening grave torments 
for anyone who failed to appear. During this festival, forty-nine Christians hid in a house 
where they secretly attended services praising the One True God.The young maiden, Euphemia, 
was also among those praying there. Soon the hiding place of the Christians was discovered, 
and they were brought before Priscus to answer for themselves. For nineteen days, the martyrs 
were subjected to various tortures and torments, but none of them wavered in their faith nor 
consented to offer sacrifice to the idol. Governor Priscus, beside himself with rage and not 
knowing any other way of forcing the Christians to abandon their faith, sent them for trial to 
the Emperor Diocletian. Priscus kept the youngest, Euphemia, hoping that she would renounce 
her faith if she were all alone.   St. Euphemia, separated from her brethren in faith, fervently 
prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ that He strengthen her in her impending ordeal.
 At first, Priscus urged her to recant, promising her earthly blessings, but then he gave the order to torture her. St. Euphemia 
was tied to a wheel with sharp knives. She prayed aloud, and the wheel stopped by itself. An angel of the Lord came down 
from Heaven and removed Euphemia from the wheel and healed her wounds. She gave thanks unto the Lord with gladness.  
Not perceiving the miracle that had occurred, Priscus ordered soldiers to take Euphemia to a red-hot oven. The soldiers, 
seeing two fearsome angels in the midst of the flames, refused to carry out the order and became believers in God. Boldly 
proclaiming that they too were Christians, these solders, Victor and Sosthenes, bravely went to their martyrdom. During 
their execution, they cried out for mercy to God, asking that the Lord receive them into the Heavenly Kingdom. A heavenly 
voice answered their cries, and they entered into eternal life.  St. Euphemia was cast into the fire by other soldiers, but, with 
the help of God, she emerged unharmed. Ascribing this to sorcery, Governor Priscus gave orders to dig a pit, and filling it 
with knives, he had it covered over with earth and grass, so that Euphemia would not notice the preparation for her 
execution. St. Euphemia remained safe, easily passing over the pit.
Finally, she was sentenced to be devoured by wild beasts at the circus. Before her execution, St. Euphemia implored that the 
Lord deem her worthy to die a violent death. But none of the beasts, having been set loose in the arena, attacked her. Finally, 
one of the she-bears gave her a small wound on the leg, and immediately the Holy Great Martyr Euphemia died. Immediately 
following her martyrdom, an earthquake occurred, and the guards and the spectators ran in terror. St. Euphemia’s parents 
were able to take her body and reverently buried it not far from Chalcedon.  Later, a majestic church was built over the grave 
of Great Martyr Euphemia. The Fourth Ecumenical Council held its meetings there in 451 where Great Martyr Euphemia 
confirmed the Orthodox confession in a miraculous manner and exposed the Monophysite heresy. With the taking of 
Chalcedon by the Persians in 617, the relics of Euphemia were transferred to Constantinople. During the Iconoclast heresy, 
the reliquary with her relics was thrown into the sea. However, pious sailors recovered them, and the relics were afterwards 
taken to the Island of Lemnos. In 796, they were returned to Constantinople.
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               Matins  10:30 am                                    Liturgy 11:00 am

Archiepiscopal Vicar Father George Jweinat
ARCHIMANDRITE OF THE ECUMENICAL THRONE D. DAMASKINOS ALAZRAI                                                                                                            

  TheVery Rev. Father Isa Awwad                 Rev. Father Hanna Khoury              The Very Rev. Fr. Moeen Hanna                     
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JULIETTE FARID DABIS 

Enters Eternal Life 
First Week Memorial This Sunday October 1st, 2017

The St. George Parish Family is deeply saddened by the 
passing into eternal life the Handmaid of God JULIETTE 
DABIS. 
Trisagion Services will be from St. George Cathedral on 
Tuesday September 26th, 2017 @ 7:00pm
Funeral Services will be from St. George Cathedral on 
Wednesday, September 27th, 2017 @ 11:00 am 
Our Deepest Sympathies to her beloved Daughters LINDA & 
BASIM AZAR, FRIDA DABIS, LORRAINE & ELIAS 
DABIS, TANIA & JOSEPH SHIHADEH, JANE DABIS, 
Brother FARID KAWAS, Sister DIANA & ROGGIE AZAR 
& All the DABIS & KAWAS FAMILY.  May Her Blessed 
Memory Be Eternal 

**************************************************************

Bread Altar Offering: The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban 
St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy Sanctify of the 
Divine Liturgy.
 

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God and in 
Congratulations to KHATCHIG & RAWAN MELKONIAN on 
the occasion of the presentation of their Child of God 
ANNABELLA MELKONIAN to the Altar.

The St. George Parish Family is deeply saddened by the passing 
into Eternal Life the Handmaid of God HELANEH SHATARA.  
Our deepest sympathies to all the SHATARA Families.  May 
Her Blessed Memory Be Eternal. 

******************************************************************************************

Head Ushers: Maher Haddad, 
Ushers: Milad Dalo, Basem Husary & Elias Husary
Head of Altar Boys: Adrian Husary, Jason Arbeed, Sami 
Khoury Jr. & Emile Khoury Jr.

*********************************************************************

!!Tuesday, September 26th, 2017  Forefeast of the Exaltation 
of the Cross & Commemoration of the Founding of the 

church of the Resurrection (Holy Sepulchre) at Jerusalem
1V2WX 1"G 98CYZ2[ 9%"9IJ \/K] +6;T> ^O; 3IF 98V0O_ -+`;1; RAO<> 986O2T>

Troparion — Tone 4
You have revealed the beauty of the holy dwelling place of Your glory 
on earth / to be like the splendor of the heavenly firmament, O Lord. / 
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, / strengthen it for ever and 
ever / and accept our supplication / which we ceaselessly offer to You 
therein, / the life and resurrection of all.

**********************************************

The Holy Great Martyr Euphemia the All-Praised was the 
daughter of Senator Philophronos and Theodosia, both of whom were 
Christians. She suffered for Christ in 304 in the city of Chalcedon, on 
the banks of the Bosphorus opposite Constantinople. C h a l c e d o n 

 

Great Martyr Euphemia The All Praised Of Chalcedon  Thursday, Sep. 29th, 2016
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The Holy Great Martyr Euphemia the All-Praised was the daughter of Senator Philophronos 
and Theodosia, both of whom were Christians. She suffered for Christ in 304 in the city of 
Chalcedon, on the banks of the Bosphorus opposite Constantinople.  Chalcedon Governor 
Priscus circulated an order to all the inhabitants of Chalcedon and its surroundings to appear 
at a pagan festival to worship and offer sacrifice to an idol of Ares, threatening grave torments 
for anyone who failed to appear. During this festival, forty-nine Christians hid in a house 
where they secretly attended services praising the One True God.The young maiden, Euphemia, 
was also among those praying there. Soon the hiding place of the Christians was discovered, 
and they were brought before Priscus to answer for themselves. For nineteen days, the martyrs 
were subjected to various tortures and torments, but none of them wavered in their faith nor 
consented to offer sacrifice to the idol. Governor Priscus, beside himself with rage and not 
knowing any other way of forcing the Christians to abandon their faith, sent them for trial to 
the Emperor Diocletian. Priscus kept the youngest, Euphemia, hoping that she would renounce 
her faith if she were all alone.   St. Euphemia, separated from her brethren in faith, fervently 
prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ that He strengthen her in her impending ordeal.
 At first, Priscus urged her to recant, promising her earthly blessings, but then he gave the order to torture her. St. Euphemia 
was tied to a wheel with sharp knives. She prayed aloud, and the wheel stopped by itself. An angel of the Lord came down 
from Heaven and removed Euphemia from the wheel and healed her wounds. She gave thanks unto the Lord with gladness.  
Not perceiving the miracle that had occurred, Priscus ordered soldiers to take Euphemia to a red-hot oven. The soldiers, 
seeing two fearsome angels in the midst of the flames, refused to carry out the order and became believers in God. Boldly 
proclaiming that they too were Christians, these solders, Victor and Sosthenes, bravely went to their martyrdom. During 
their execution, they cried out for mercy to God, asking that the Lord receive them into the Heavenly Kingdom. A heavenly 
voice answered their cries, and they entered into eternal life.  St. Euphemia was cast into the fire by other soldiers, but, with 
the help of God, she emerged unharmed. Ascribing this to sorcery, Governor Priscus gave orders to dig a pit, and filling it 
with knives, he had it covered over with earth and grass, so that Euphemia would not notice the preparation for her 
execution. St. Euphemia remained safe, easily passing over the pit.
Finally, she was sentenced to be devoured by wild beasts at the circus. Before her execution, St. Euphemia implored that the 
Lord deem her worthy to die a violent death. But none of the beasts, having been set loose in the arena, attacked her. Finally, 
one of the she-bears gave her a small wound on the leg, and immediately the Holy Great Martyr Euphemia died. Immediately 
following her martyrdom, an earthquake occurred, and the guards and the spectators ran in terror. St. Euphemia’s parents 
were able to take her body and reverently buried it not far from Chalcedon.  Later, a majestic church was built over the grave 
of Great Martyr Euphemia. The Fourth Ecumenical Council held its meetings there in 451 where Great Martyr Euphemia 
confirmed the Orthodox confession in a miraculous manner and exposed the Monophysite heresy. With the taking of 
Chalcedon by the Persians in 617, the relics of Euphemia were transferred to Constantinople. During the Iconoclast heresy, 
the reliquary with her relics was thrown into the sea. However, pious sailors recovered them, and the relics were afterwards 
taken to the Island of Lemnos. In 796, they were returned to Constantinople.
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Governor Priscus circulated an order to all the inhabitants of 
Chalcedon and its surroundings to appear at a pagan festival to 
worship and offer sacrifice to an idol of Ares, threatening grave 
torments for anyone who failed to appear. During this festival, forty-
nine Christians hid in a house where they 
secretly attended services praising the One 
True God.The young maiden, Euphemia, was 
also among those praying there. Soon the 
hiding place of the Christians was 
discovered, and they were brought before 
Priscus to answer for themselves. For 
nineteen days, the martyrs were subjected to 
various tortures and torments, but none of 
them wavered in their faith nor consented to 
offer sacrifice to the idol. Governor Priscus, 
beside himself with rage and not knowing 
any other way of forcing the Christians to 
abandon their faith, sent them for trial to the Emperor Diocletian. 
Priscus kept the youngest, Euphemia, hoping that she would renounce 
her faith if she were all alone. St. Euphemia, separated from her 
brethren in faith, fervently prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ that He 
strengthen her in her impending ordeal.  At first, Priscus urged her to 
recant, promising her earthly blessings, but then he gave the order to 
torture her. St. Euphemia was tied to a wheel with sharp knives. She 
prayed aloud, and the wheel stopped by itself. An angel of the Lord 
came down from Heaven and removed Euphemia from the wheel and 
healed her wounds. She gave thanks unto the Lord with gladness. Not 
perceiving the miracle that had occurred, Priscus ordered soldiers to 
take Euphemia to a red-hot oven. The soldiers, seeing two fearsome 
angels in the midst of the flames, refused to carry out the order and 
became believers in God. Boldly proclaiming that they too were 
Christians, these solders, Victor and Sosthenes, bravely went to their 
martyrdom. During their execution, they cried out for mercy to God, 
asking that the Lord receive them into the Heavenly Kingdom. A 
heavenly voice answered their cries, and they entered into eternal life. 
St. Euphemia was cast into the fire by other soldiers, but, with the help 
of God, she emerged unharmed. Ascribing this to sorcery, Governor 
Priscus gave orders to dig a pit, and filling it with knives, he had it 
covered over with earth and grass, so that Euphemia would not notice 
the preparation for her execution. St. Euphemia remained safe, easily 
passing over the pit.  Finally, she was sentenced to be devoured by wild 
beasts at the circus. Before her execution, St. Euphemia implored that 
the Lord deem her worthy to die a violent death. But none of the 
beasts, having been set loose in the arena, attacked her. Finally, one of 
the she-bears gave her a small wound on the leg, and immediately the 
Holy Great Martyr Euphemia died. Immediately following her 
martyrdom, an earthquake occurred, and the guards and the spectators 
ran in terror. St. Euphemia’s parents were able to take her body and 
reverently buried it not far from Chalcedon. Later, a majestic church 
was built over the grave of Great Martyr Euphemia. The Fourth 
Ecumenical Council held its meetings there in 451 where Great Martyr 
Euphemia  confirmed the Orthodox confession in a miraculous manner 
and exposed the Monophysite heresy. With the taking of Chalcedon by 
the Persians in 617, the relics of Euphemia were transferred to 
Constantinople. During the Iconoclast heresy, the reliquary with her 
relics was thrown into the sea. However, pious sailors recovered them, 
and the relics were afterwards taken to the Island of Lemnos. In 796, 
they were returned to Constantinople.



The Sunday After The Elevation Of 
The Cross

How great are thy works, O Lord, Thou hast made all things in 
wisdom.  Bless The Lord, O  my soul.

Section from  the Epistle of St.Paul to the 
Galathians  (2:16-20)

Ye Brethren: Knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in 
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the 
faith of Christ, and not by the work of the law: 
for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified.
But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, 
we ourselves also are found sinners, is 
therefore Christ the minister of sin? God 
forbid.
For if I build again the things which I 
destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
For I through the law am dead to the law, that 
I might live unto God.  
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.
The Gospel: from St. Mark (8:34 to 

end, 9:1
The Lord Saith: Whosoever will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me.
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; 
but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake 
and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.
For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?  
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed 
of me and of my words, in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him also shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.
And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
That there be some of them that stand here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the Kingdom of God come with power.
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Elevation of the Cross Wednesday, September 27th, 2017 (Strict Fast)
!"# $%& '()*"+ ',-./ 01/ '2$3456 ',1'%7 89:;/</8; )=1/ >?@A5!B(

Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me” (Luke 9:23)

Archiepiscopal Vicar Protopresbyter George Jweinat 
Along With

The Archimandrite Of The Ecumenical Throne Dr. Damaskinos Alazrai
We Will Be Celebrating The Elevation Of The Cross

Thursday September 28th, 2017 At The St. George Orthodox Cathedral @ 7:00 pm 
CDEDFG HI#$'J"K '(@#0L M"1$M"1N 'O$P1QHR"K 
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The Elevation of the Holy Cross is one of the Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, celebrated on Sep 27th. This feast is also referred to as the 
Exaltation of the Cross. This feast commemorates two events: *The finding of the Cross by the Empress Helen (the mother of St. Constantine 
the Great) on Golgotha in 326 AD, the place where Christ was crucified. On the spot where the Cross was discovered, St. Helen had found a 
hitherto unknown flower of rare beauty and fragrance, which has been named "Vasiliko," or Basil, meaning the flower of royalty. Note that the 
word "Vasiliko" means "of the King," since the word "Basileus" in Greek means "King"; so, the plant Vasiliko, Basil, is tied to the Precious 
Cross of the King of Glory, our Lord Jesus Christ.Underneath the Basil, the Cross of Christ was found, but with it were the other two crosses, 
those used to crucify the two thieves on either side of Christ. The sign with the inscription, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews", also lay 
among the three crosses. In order to determine which one was the true cross, a sick woman was told to kiss each of the three crosses. The woman 
kissed the first cross with no result. She kissed the second cross and again nothing happened. However, when the ailing woman kissed the True 
Cross, she was immediately made well. It so happened that a funeral procession was passing that way, and so the body of the dead man was placed 
on each of the crosses, and when it was placed on the True Cross, the dead man came to life — thus the name the “Life-Giving” Cross, which 
gives life not only to that man, but to each person who believes in the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross and His all-glorious three day 
Resurrection.When the true Cross was identified, it was lifted on high for all the people to see, who then continually sang Kyrie eleison, a practice 
which is still enacted at current celebrations of this feast. *The recovery of the Cross on which Jesus Christ was crucified from the Persians. The 
Persians had captured the True Cross as a prize of war when they sacked Jerusalem in 614 AD. It was recovered by the forces of the Byzantine 
Empire (Eastern Roman Empire) in 627 AD, when Emperor Heraclius decisively defeated the Sassanid Persians at The Battle of Nineveh, 
surrounding their capital Ctesiphon, recovering the True Cross, and breaking the power of the Sassanid dynasty.





Martyr Sophia and her three daughters at 
Rome 

 
Commemorated on September 30th 

The Holy Martyrs Saint Sophia and her Daughters Faith, Hope and Love 
were born in Italy. Their mother was a pious Christian widow who named 
her daughters for the three Christian virtues. Faith was twelve, Hope was 
ten, and Love was nine. St Sophia raised them in the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. St Sophia and her daughters did not hide their faith in Christ, but 
openly confessed it before everyone.  

An official named Antiochus denounced them to the emperor Hadrian (117-
138), who ordered that they be brought to Rome. Realizing that they would 
be taken before the emperor, the holy virgins prayed fervently to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, asking that He give them the strength not to fear torture and 
death. When the holy virgins and their mother came before the emperor, 
everyone present was amazed at their composure.  



 

They looked as though they had been brought to some happy festival, rather 
than to torture. Summoning each of the sisters in turn, Hadrian urged them to 
offer sacrifice to the goddess Artemis. The young girls remained unyielding.  

Then the emperor ordered them to be tortured. They burned the holy virgins 
over an iron grating, then threw them into a red-hot oven, and finally into a 
cauldron with boiling tar, but the Lord preserved them.  

The youngest child, Love, was tied to a wheel and they beat her with rods 
until her body was covered all over with bloody welts. After undergoing 
unspeakable torments, the holy virgins glorified their Heavenly Bridegroom 
and remained steadfast in the Faith.  

They subjected St Sophia to another grievous torture: the mother was forced 
to watch the suffering of her daughters. She displayed adamant courage, and 
urged her daughters to endure their torments for the sake of the Heavenly 
Bridegroom. All three maidens were beheaded, and joyfully bent their necks 
beneath the sword.  

In order to intensify St Sophia’s inner suffering, the emperor permitted her 
to take the bodies of her daughters. She placed their remains in coffins and 
loaded them on a wagon. She drove beyond the city limits and reverently 
buried them on a high hill. St Sophia sat there by the graves of her daughters 
for three days, and finally she gave up her soul to the Lord. Even though she 
did not suffer for Christ in the flesh, she was not deprived of a martyr’s 
crown. Instead, she suffered in her heart. Believers buried her body there 
beside her daughters. 

The relics of the holy martyrs have rested at El’zasa, in the church of Esho 
since the year 777.  

 

 

 

 



 

Troparion — Tone 4 

The Church celebrates and rejoices / In the feast of the 
three daughters: Faith, Hope, and Love / And their Mother 
Sophia, named for her wisdom: / For in them she gave birth 
to the three godly virtues. / Now they eternally behold their 

bridegroom, God the Word. / Let us rejoice spiritually in 
their memory and cry: / O our three Heavenly Protectors, / 
Establish, confirm and strengthen us / In Faith, Hope and 

Love. 

Troparion — Tone 5 

You blossomed in the courts of the Lord / as a fruitful olive 
tree, / holy martyr Sophia; / in your contest you offered to 

Christ the sweet fruit of your womb, / your daughters Faith, 
Hope, and Love. / Together with them intercede for us all. 

Kontakion — Tone 1 
The holy branches of noble Sophia, / Faith, Hope, and 
Love, / confounded Greek sophistry through Grace. / 

They struggled and won the victory / and have been granted 
an incorruptible crown by Christ the Master of all. 
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Experience expert guidance throughout the 
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thousands of dollars on your next purchase  
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Specializing in  
 

 
                

 Commercial/Residential Acquisitions/Dispositions & Financing 
                       

Optimal Realty & Mortgage  
would like to introduce our new associate  

Samer Khoury, Specializing in our East Bay market. 
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             415-297-3606                                                                   415-806-3384 
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