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Christ Is Risen… Indeed He Is Risen 
*******************************

Commemoration of the Apparition of the Sign of the Precious Cross 
Over Jerusalem, in 351 AD

The Precious Cross appeared in the sky over Jerusalem on the morning of May 7, 
351 during the reign of the emperor Constantius, the son of St Constantine (May 
21). At that time the heresy of Arianism, which taught that Christ was merely a 
creature and not God, was causing great turmoil and division throughout the 
Empire. Even after the First Ecumenical Council at Nicea in 325, many people 
were drawn to this false teaching, and the Orthodox found themselves in the 
minority in many places.  Constantius, the ruler of the eastern part of the Empire, 
was a fervent supporter of Arianism.  His brothers Constantine II and Constans, 
who were pious Orthodox Christians, ruled in the west. They were both killed in 
separate battles around 350, leaving Constantius as sole ruler. Also in 350, St Cyril 
(March 18) became Patriarch of Jerusalem and began his zealous struggle against 

Arianism.  In May of 351 a luminous Cross appeared over Jerusalem, stretching from Golgotha to the 
Mount of Olives, a distance of about five and a half miles. The Cross was wide as it was long, and shone 
more brightly than the sun. Many people left their homes and workplaces to gather in the church and 
glorify Christ. The historian Sozomen says that this wondrous sign led to the conversion of multitudes of 
pagans and Jews to Christianity. A letter from St Cyril to the emperor describing this phenomenon, and 
admonishing him to become Orthodox, has been preserved. The apparition of the Cross remained over 
the city for a whole week. The vision of the Cross over Jerusalem strengthened the Orthodox faithful and 
contributed to the return of many Arians to the Church. It is also a reminder of the awesome Second 
Coming of Christ, when “the sign of the Son of man shall appear in heaven (Matthew 24:30).
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2016 Camp Applications Giveaway ..
This Sunday May 22nd, 2016 After Liturgy

Priority for The Vicariate Members…. 
Parents You Must Attend To Pick Up Your Kid’s Application.. Thank You
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Bread Altar Offering: 
The Holy Bread Altar Offering (Corban St. Mark 7:11) will be specially offered for the Holy 
Sanctify of the Divine Liturgy. 

By MINERVA AMIREH, Her Children & Their Families in 
blessed memory of Beloved Brother, Brother in law & Uncle 
MITRI AMIN AMIREH who passed away in Cyprus.  May 
His Blessed Memory Be Eternal.

By the St. George Parish Family in blessed memory of RITA 
FUAD AHWAL. May her Blessed memory be eternal

By ZIADEH & ABLA SHAMIEH along with their children 
ELIAS, EMAN, MARY FRED , & their families in 
congratulation to GHASSAN JAMAL SHAMIEH on his 
graduations from Northwestern University Pritzker School of 
Law in Chicago upon receiving his Juris Doctor Degree as well 
as the Leadership award.!Alf Mabrook to JAMAL, WAFAA & 
TAGHREED. !We are all so very proud of you Attorney 
GHASSAN. 

By NABEEH E. SHAMIEH, ELIAS & WAFFA SHAMIEH & 
Their Families in blessed 8 year memorial of beloved Wife, 
Mother & Grandmother VICTORIA SHAMIEH. May her 
blessed Memory Be Eternal.

By the St. George Parish Family for the continued good health 
of SUHAIL JWEINAT

By the St. George Parish Family for the continued good health 
of ITAF AWWAD.

By the St. George Parish Family for the continued good health 
and speedy recovery of ARWA ZEIDAN

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to God for 
the continued good health of NICOLAS SHATARA. 

By the St. George Parish Family in Thanksgiving to god for 
the continued good health of FAYEQ KHOURI.

**********************************

Head of Ushers: Maher Haddad, Basem & Elias Husary & 
Milad Dalo
Altar Boys: Michael Batshon,  Sami & George Totah, Omar 
Jweinat.

Apostle Simon Zealotes Saint Simon was from Cana in Galilee, 
and was known to the Lord and His Mother. Tradition says that 
he was the bridegroom at the wedding where the Savior 
performed His first miracle. After witnessing the miracle of the 
water which had been turned into wine, he became a zealous 
follower of Christ. For this reason, he is known as St Simon the 
Zealot.St Simon was one of the twelve Apostles, and received th 
Holy Spirit with the others on Pentecost. He traveled to many 
places from Britain to the Black Sea, proclaiming the Gospel of 
Christ.  After winning many pagans to the Lord, St Simon 

suffered martyrdom by crucifixion. St Demetrius of Rostov says 
that this St Simon is to be distinguished from the Apostle Simon 
Peter, and from the Lord’s relative Simon (Mt.13:55), who was 
the second Bishop of Jerusalem.

St Simon is also commemorated with the other Apostles in June 
****************************

 Big Thank You Goes To 
Issam & Cynthia Dughman 

Nimitallah & Hanan Shatara
& Their Families

For Donating St. George’s & 
Mother’s Day Luncheon 

Sunday of the Paralytic
The fourth Sunday of Holy 
Pascha is observed by the 
Orthodox Church as the Sunday 
of the Paralytic. The day 
commemorates the miracle of 
Christ healing a man who had 
been paralyzed for thirty-eight 
years. The biblical story of the 
event is found in the Gospel of 
John 5:1-15.Close to the Sheep's 
Gate in Jerusalem, there was a 
pool, which was called the 
Sheep's Pool. It had five porches, 
that is, five sets of pillars
 supporting a domed roof. Under this roof there lay very many 
sick people with various maladies awaiting the moving of the 
water. The first person to step in after the troubling of the 
water was healed immediately of whatever malady he had. It 
was there that the paralytic of today's Gospel was lying, 
tormented by his infirmity of thirty-eight years. When Christ 
beheld him, He asked him, "Will you be made whole?" And 
he answered with a quiet and meek voice, "Sir, I have no 
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool." The 
Lord said unto him, "Rise, take up your bed, and walk." And 
straightaway the man was made whole and took up his bed. 
Walking in the presence of all, he departed rejoicing to his 
own house. According to the expounders of the Gospels, the 
Lord Jesus healed this paralytic during the days of the 
Passover, when He had gone to Jerusalem for the Feast, and 
dwelt there teaching and working miracles. According to 
Saint John the Evangelist, this miracle took place on the 
Sabbath.



Sunday Of The Paralytic
Sing praises to our God. Sing ye praises to our King, 

sing ye.  O Clap your hands all ye nations.
Section from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles 

(9:32-42)
In those days: As Peter passed throughout all quarters, he 
came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda.  And he 
found there a certain man named Eneas, who had kept his 
bed for eight years, who was ill of the palsy.  And Peter said 
to Him: Eneas, the Lord Jesus Christ healeth thee:  arise, 
and make thy bed, And immediately he arose.  And all that 
dwelt at Lydda and Saron, saw him: who were converted tot 
he Lord.  And in Joppe there was a certain disciple named 
Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas. This 
woman was full of good work and alms-deeds which she did.  
And it came to pass in those days that she was sick, and died.  
Whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper 
chamber.  And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppe, the 
disciples hearing that Peter was there, sent unto him two 
men, desiring him that he would not be slack to come unto 
them.  And Peter rising up, went with them.  And when he 
was come, they brought him into the upper chamber.   And 
all the widows stood about him weeping, and showing him 
the coats and garments which Dorcas made them.   And they 
all being put forth, Peter kneeling down prayed, and turning 
to the body, he said:  Tabitha, arise.  And she opened her 
eyes; and seeing Peter she sat up.  And giving her his hand, 
he lifted her up.   And when he had called the saints and the 
widows, he presented her alive.  And it was made known 
through out all Joppe, and many believed in the Lord.

The Gospel: from St. John (5:1-15)
At that time: Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  Now there is 
at Jerusalem a pond, called Probatica, which in 
Hebrew is named Bethsaida, having five porches.  In 
These lay a great multitude to sick, of blind, of lame, of 
withered; waiting for the moving of the water.  And an 
angel of the Lord descended at certain times went down 
first into the pond after the motion of the water, wad 
made whole, of whatsoever infirmity he lay under.  And 
there was a certain man there, that had been eight and 
thirty years under his infirmity.  Him long time, he 
saith to him: Sir, I have no man when the water is 
troubled, to put me into the pond.  For while I am 
coming another goeth down before me.  Jesus saith to 
him:  Arise, take up thy bed, and walk.  And 
immediately the man was made whole:  and he took up 
his bed, and walk.  And it was the Sabbath that day.  
The Jews therefore said to him that was healed: it is 
the Sabbath; it is not lawful for thee to take up thy bed.  
He answered them:  He that made me whole, he said to 
me.  Take up thy bed and walk.  They asked him 
therefore: Who is that man who said to thee, Take up 
thy bed, and walk?  But he who was healed, knew not 
who it was; for Jesus went aside from the multitude 
standing in the place.   Afterwards, Jesus findeth him 
in the temple, and saith to him: Behold thou art made 
whole: sin no more, lest some worse thing happen to 
thee.   The man went his way, and told the Jews, that it 
was Jesus who made him whole.
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THE CHURCH OPPOSES CREMATION
Cremation is the practice of burning a dead body and grinding the bones until nothing remains but 
gritty ashes.  Promoters of this practice have convinced thousands into believing it is a simple, tidy 
solution to the disposal of the dead.  This none-Christian aspect tends to lessen the reverence and 
respect for the departed and challenges the doctrine of the immortality of the soul and the 
resurrection of the body.  {1st Corinthians 15:42-44}.

While it is true that many “pagan” feasts and practices were “adapted” for Christian usage, it must 
be understood it was done in a concerted effort to “cancel out” the occult, paganistic, and idolatrical 
customs that were deeply ingrained and embedded in the lives of the early converts to Christianity.

The basic reasons why the Church opposes cremation are founded on the example of Jesus’ burial and 
the belief in the resurrection of the body on the last day {St. John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15; Revelation 
20:5-6}.  Cremation is for those who do not believe in a hereafter nor in the resurrection of the body.  
Even the most fundamental Christian churches do not condone burning the human corpse, with the 
exception of when it is by accident or when it is a health hazard and is deemed necessary.

Throughout the Holy Bible, we read and understand that the practice of burning the bodies of the 
dead is against the oracles of God and is looked upon with abhorrence {II Kings 3:27; Amos 2:1}.  
Furthermore, according to Biblical Tradition, the burning of the dead was, and is to this day 
associated with sin and damnation: “Hell, fire, and brimstone!” {Psalms 11:16; Ezekiel 38:22; St. 
Matthew 13-41-42, 49-50, 25-41; Revelation 21:9}.

We read on where following the customs in effect since Apostolic times, the bodies of the dead were 
prayerfully and ceremonially washed and anointed with a type of potpourri (a medley or mixture or 
aromatic dries flowers, spices and ointments) {St. Matthew 26:7; St. Mark 14:3, 16:1 St. Luke 
23:51-56; St. John 12:7, 19:39-40}.  And where some were actually brought back to life after being 
dead for a length of time {St. Mark 5:41; St. John 11:39-44; Acts 9:36-41: Revelation 11:11}. 
Miraculous resurrections which could not have been possible had the bodies been cremated.

In like manner, a newly baptized soul is anointed with Holy Chrism {Holy Myroon}, which is a special 
blend of pure olive oil, spices, herbs, ointments, and perfumes.  Holy Chrism is comprised of the same 
formula of ingredients used to embalm the Precious Body of Jesus by Joseph of Arimathea, 
Nicodemus, and the Myrrh-bearing Women {St. Mark 16:1; St. Luke 23:56, 24:1; St. John 19-38-40}. 

All Orthodox Christians, adults and infants alike, are anointed with the special Holy Chrism upon 
their reception into the Faith.   From that moment on, they have that distinct fragrance… the odor of 
a True Christian Believer, as one “dead to this world,” but “alive unto God!” {Romans 6:8.11}.

Under these circumstances and with this understanding from the Holy Scriptures, rightly believing 
followers of Jesus Christ would never knowingly go out of their way to desecrate or destroy the 
Temple of God {cf. 1st Corinthians 3:16-17, 6:19-20}.  Therefore, the emphasis on “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fullness thereof: the round world, and they that dwell therein!” {Exodus 19:5; 
Deuteronomy 10:14; Psalms 24:1, 50:12; 1st Corinthians 10:26, 28}.

The preparation of the dead body and the burial of the departed have always been listed among the 
corporal works of mercy.  Therefore, as Orthodox Christians we follow the example as set forth for us 
by Christ Jesus Himself, and the specific instructions He gave His Holy Apostles.  Among them, Jesus 
Christ was buried, not burned, in a new tomb. {St. Matthew 27:59-60; St. Mark 15:45-46; St. Luke 
23:52-53; St. John 19”40-42}.
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